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Message from the Corps Officers

Sunday Worship...Morning Service at 10am. Sunday School at 10.45am.
Corps Officers : Majors Carrie & Philip James

Summer is over, we have celebrated harvest, nights are
drawing in and we are now into Autumn. Thank you for
your generous giving in our Harvest altar service, which
raised around £1500. And now shops are full of things

for Halloween — as well as (of course) Christmas

selection packs. Autumn can be a season which people
want to skip over — looking forward to winter and
Christmas. But | think it is a beautiful time. The colours we
can see in the autumn sunlight as the leaves change colour &
and fall can be beautiful. o

One autumn nearly 3000 years ago, there was celebration in Jerusalem which also
marked generous giving. Solomon had built the temple. The time had come to bring the
Ark of the Covenant to its place in in the Holy of Holies and to dedicate the temple. It was
a great event, with the entire assembly of Israel present, sacrificing so many sheep and
cattle that they could not be recorded or counted.(1 Kings 8:5). Solomon prayed a long
prayer, finishing with acknowledgment of the faithfulness of God. He prayed not just that
God would be with His people, but also that the people would be faithful to God:

Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised. Not one
word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses. °’ May the
Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake
us. *® May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep the commands.

(1 Kings 8:57-58)

Solomon then sacrificed ANOTHER 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats. God had
been so faithful to the Israelites and they had reached the destination they had been
seeking for so long. Sadly it was not to last: after a golden time under Solomon, within a
couple of generations the kingdom started to fall apart as people’s faithfulness to God
waned. This autumn, as we continue on our journey towards celebrating God’s greatest
gift at Christmas, let us allow God to continue to turn our hearts to Him, to walk in his
ways.

God bless
Philip & Carrie James, Majors
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Message from the CSM

| love this time of year for the
light. Often when | get up in the
morning, the early morning
sunlight is on a corner of our
garden near our water feature.
It's a soft warm glow. When we
go out into the countryside, the
autumn colours glow enhancing
the shades of the changing leaves and heathers and some late
flowering plants bring some welcome splashes of colour. How
easy it would be to miss these magical gifts from God in the
busyness of our lives.

We are blessed beyond measure to have shelter, food, warmth,
family and fellowship. We need to be praying for those in the
world who are suffering under conflict, not of their making, those
who are starving and those who are living in fear and suffering. |
will be focussed at this time in finding ways to help others who are
not as blessed as | am and thanking God again for the blessings
he has given me. Will you join me?

Every Blessing
Jill



DIVISONAL VALEDICTORY FOR
ANLLUICK AND ASHINGTON CORPS

‘Wednesday ‘F" November

Worpship at 19:30 with refreshments from 18: 45

- Bedlington Salvation Army
Hartford Road West NE22 6HU

The Salvation Army is a Church and registered charity 214779 in England and Wales and SC00359 in Scotland.



Harvest Weekend Celebrated at Bedlington

Bedlington Salvation Army recently celebrated its Harvest Weekend with a special
weekend of worship, fellowship and thanksgiving.

The weekend began with a successful evening
gathering of a pie and pea supper, followed by the
Harvest Service on Sunday morning. The Corps
was delighted to welcome Majors Nigel and Kim
Gotobed, who led the worship and shared in the
ministry of the morning. The congregation was
encouraged to give thanks for the many blessings
and provisions we can sometimes take for granted,
including food, homes, families, friends and, above &3
all, the gift of Jesus. T

The service included contributions from the Corps' young people, with the singing
company performing Cornerstone and the YP Band presenting All Good Gifts. Both were
warmly received and provided an opportunity to celebrate the important role our young
people continue to play within the Corps.

A fun and memorable part of the morning was an interactive harvest story, involving
members of the congregation working together to pull up a giant imaginary cabbage! The
story provided a simple but powerful reminder that everyone has a part to play and that,
as God's people, we need to work together.

The service also reflected on the changing nature of Harvest celebrations over the years,
while reminding everyone that the heart of Harvest remains the same — giving thanks to
God for His provision and considering how we use the gifts He has given us. The
message focused on the importance of sowing good seeds in our lives and not becoming
weary in doing good.

The weekend also provided an opportunity to support the
wider work of the Corps. Gifts received will help support the
food bank and practical work within the local community, as
well as helping young people through activities such as
Summer School.

Our thanks go to everyone who contributed to the Harvest
Weekend, including those who donated produce, took part in
the services, supported the young people and helped behind
the scenes. It was a wonderful opportunity for the Corps
family to come together, give thanks and celebrate God's
goodness.
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https://www.google.com/search?q=214779&oq=the+salvaiton+army+is+a+register+charity&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMggIAxAAGBYYHjINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTIHCAUQABjvBTIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIKCAcQABiiBBiJBTIKCAgQABiiBBiJBdIBCDY3MjBqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDZxtfCxHsYXzxzt3dD2PmOubavgWLhnNg7bsd8saz1EF6to2G7kqVSgLhFw_kN8MtX1nhiVb8PgRjsvo2GATsKVA8v4IampHRbqMqG2FMBpa9ug74em8ZF8uQHwEw3ns3Vi4mskJFPhM04YskD45kwezqlX5WIL92CvnOGAL1HXtASBv3OLiWP49Isg_ySUbW7FbLsyGlVrx9wRLpYDavVKtMMUWB_bkgHfBbxzsYs86cQDmZPW6LTJSy4VGZoWWnr8EPfBV6oA3eBQpl1Pc6h&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjt4tS2_ZWSAxV2V0EAHapcHXkQgK4QegQIARAE

Recent Annhouncements

Youth Selling Cake at Divisional Fellowship Band

During the evening of our visit from the Divisional
Fellowship Band on Saturday 17th October, our young
people will be holding a bake sale to raise additional funds
towards Music Weeks and Summer School in 2027.

If you are able to attend, please remember to bring some
extra cash with you to support the sale. We are sure our
young people would really appreciate your support, and every contribution will help

towards these important activities.

Divisional Enabled Fellowship Weekend

A reminder that the Divisional Enabled Fellowship
Weekend will be taking place in South Shields
on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th October.

Saturday will begin at 10:30am and will be a

day of fun, fellowship and worship, concluding at
3:30pm. Please remember to bring a picnic lunch with
you.

On Sunday 25th October, there will be an afternoon worship service starting at 2:30pm.If
you require any further information or details about the weekend, please speak to Jill, who
will be happy to help.

Youth Council Postponed

~_ The Divisional Youth Council, which was due to

# take place this month, has been postponed until
~ 2027. Further information regarding the
rearranged date will be communicated once it
A has been received. Alternatively, please keep an
& eye on the Divisional social media accounts for
any announcements and updates.

Food Bank Referrals Monday - Wednesday & Friday 08:00-12:00 For Collection
The Salvation Army is a Church & registered Charity ... NO.214779 and in Scotland SC009359



BEDLINGTON CORPS ARCHIVE
We are In GIQSIDQFOHLQ neea’ 07[ COFIDS s*ories OIHGI

historical material as at the moment we are
unable o Inrolner/y tell the story of the Corps
and the his*ory we have 90/7[ ered so far

A number of Ipeolp/e have mentioned over the
’DOIS7L while that #)ey have material ,Dhmtogm hs,

& sfories OIV)GI memeories *}WHL 7%)8‘(1 WOM/O/ be abe 7L0

contribute, but unforvtunafe/y we are still Wahting
for much of this fo come H;rough. -

We rea//y need to ge* this material in as soon
as possible so that we can Ioegin IpuHing

everything together and start building the full ¢
N Z*ory of the Corlps. .

I you loan us any physical items, we promise to
reZurn them oncz i/eyhave finished ufing them.

and for more info sloea/e to either Jill Moore or
Daniel Mercer



Bedlington Corps Archive

We have not received any indication from our previous newsletter for
identification of pictures and when they where taken, As part of the Corps
archive we are preparing for our upcoming 150th anniversary in 2028, we
need your help identifying dates from some historical materials we’ve been
given. Below are a few pictures — if you recognise any of them or know the
dates they are from, please let Daniel Mercer or Jill Moore know. Thank You.




Tom the Salvation Salesman

A 75 year old pen
WP

joner
er sell

an rightly claim to be the champion solo charity colle
% of standing oul in all weathers
ny.

. with his smiling round face, is instantly recognized in Blyth wearing his
Salvation Army uniform and carrying a collection box and armful of War Cry

striking
newpapers,

Tom, lives in Chestnut Avenue, less than guarter of a mile from where he was born
in Barnard Str . but lived for se s with his family in Kitty Brewster and was
educated at schools in Bebside. He launched Into his Salvation Army career by «
when he accompanied his wife, Frances, to the Cliadel in Union Street to help in the
distribution of the free Government
butter s pperating at that time. It &
i a “sold and
almost immediately began selling the
. He said: “The butte
the cltadel was stopped

ance

by the Army because of the greed of I\ ¥
some people who travelled to other
depots in the town to get more than
they should.”

Tom's s ing work started on the
streets of the town, notably outside
Woolworths, but the building of the
Presto m ple sto n the old railway
station site brought him indoors and
when Safeway took over he was still
d by the rain. Morrisons then
bought the s It T
into the cold ag be
Mooding closed the store,
reopened he was back in the warmih.

Because of his wide and varied jobs -
welding. opencast, shipbreaking.
sawectmaking and tory work - his
collecting was, and is, confined 1o
Saturdays and a set routine. He
position when the store ope
o'clock and doe t leave until half ps
“They often bring me cups of tea.

The Blyth Citadel was closed three years ago and was purchased by a local
businessman who sold it on to the Muslim community for use as a mosque. It was this
which led to Tom being approached in the store by critics of the change of use

“I tald them it had nothing te do with me,” he said. I explained the citadel was
closed because of a shortage of officers. We were not the only ene - Ashington and
Morpeth w also closed for the same reason. To become an officer you have to give
up time to e training = pns in Londc d not enough were coming fc

Tom recke he collects around £60 every Saturday at the store but this incr
£70 a week during the Christmas period. On these figures it means that over the thiny
he has raised almost £100.000 for the Salvation Army. of the War Cry - he
sells out every urday - totals over the same period almost six figures. In recogniition
of his efforts he was presented with a badge, now on his uniform, a
productive collector and salesperson in the region. And Tom, a widower, for the past 24
years, plans to continue for as long his health allows him

prote

Tom Park.

t one In the afterncon. “The girls are very kind

to me,” he said.
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Weekly Programme

SUNDAY

Morning Service 10.00am
Sunday School 10.45am
MONDAY

Home League 12.30pm
Monthly—see monthly plan

WEDNESDAY

Little Lambs Toddler Group 9.15-11.15am
Children up to 3yrs must be with an adult.
Call Arleen to book a place.

Seniors Lunch Club 12.00pm

Two Course meal for Over 60s. £5

Please call Arleen to book a place

Over 60s Sunshine Hour 1.30—2.30pm
All welcome (if you’re over 60)

FRIDAY

Little Lambs Toddler Group 9.15-11.15am
Children up to 3yrs must be with an adult.
Call Arleen to book a place.

Thankful Friday 10am-noon.
Free refreshments & all welcome



Corps Calendar In October

Saturday 17
Divisional Fellowship band at Bedlington, 7:00pm

Wednesday 21*
Men's fellowship - 7:30pm

Thursday 22"
PCC Meeting

Monday 26"
Home League

Wednesday 28" & Friday 30"
No Parent and toddlers (half term)

Corps Calendar In November

Wednesday 4"
Divisional Meeting for Alnwick & Ashington - 7:30pm

Sunday 8"
Remembrance Sunday Service at 10am - March from 2pm

Saturday 14"
Taste and see day Stockton

Sunday 15
Youth Weekend

Wednesday 18"
Men's fellowship - 7:30pm

Saturday 21*
Christmas Fayre 11.00am-1.00pm

Monday 23"
Home League Carol Service

Saturday 28" - Sunday 29"
ISB at Sunderland Monkwearmouth

Sunday 29"
First Sunday in Advent - toddlers and YP carol service
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