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We had a great holiday in Wales with time to slow down, enjoy creation and recharge our
batteries. And I know many of you had good holidays – as well as some good news about
exam results for the young people. But now the holiday season is coming to an end and
things are starting again to get busy. Our young people are back at school or college –
some with new surroundings to negotiate. I wonder what God has in store for us in the
coming season? 

Not everybody has had a good time. There are some among our fellowship who are
hurting through bereavement, ill health or difficult circumstances. We think particularly of
the families and friends of Sheila, Una and of Helen – but there are others too. As a
fellowship we pray for them and support as best we can.

But through all that goes on – whatever trials, successes, celebrations we may face – we
know that God is with us. The book of Lamentations was written at a very difficult time,
mourning the loss of Jerusalem and the Temple. Israel had believed God would never
allow Jerusalem to fall, but it was lost as a result of the people turning from God,  
Lamentations is a difficult read – yet even in those dark times there was a message of
hope in the faithfulness of God. One passage in particular has appeared on inspirational
posters inspired many songs - including one hymn often voted the favourite of all time:

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 22 

consumed, for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning;23 

great is your faithfulness.

Whatever wis coming in this new season, we can be 
assured that God is with us, and if we continue to follow 
Him, we can look forward to great things.

God bless

Philip& Carrie James, Majors
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HARVEST
Celebrations

YOU’RE INVITED TO

QUIZ  |   FOOD  |   FELLOWSHIP

27  -28  SEPTEMBER 2026TH TH

BEDLINGTON SALVATION ARMY 
HARTFORD ROAD WEST NE22 6HU

Join us at Bedlington Salvation Army for our Harvest Celebrations!
🌾 Saturday night is Quiz Night @ 18:30

🌾 Our Sunday Service, led by Majors Kim & Nigel Gotobed @10:00
Everyone is welcome — come along and celebrate Harvest with us!



As a new school year and season begins, I have been thinking about seasons in our lives.
The bible famously talks about it. Ecclesiastes 3:1-9

” There is a time for everything, and a season for 1

every activity under the heavens:  a time to be born and 2

a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,  a 3

time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a 
time to build,  a time to weep and a time to laugh, a 4

time to mourn and a time to dance,  a time to scatter 5

stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and 
a time to refrain from embracing,  a time to search and 6

a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw 
away,  a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be 7

silent and a time to speak,  a time to love and a time to 8

hate, a time for war and a time for peace”.

Whatever season we find ourselves in at this moment, let’s pray that we can hang in there
with God, trusting that He is there beside us, to guide and love us and that He never fails
us. 

God Bless You 
Jill 
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How many times do we feel stuck in a season? When
we are going through difficult times it feels never
ending, when things are going really well or we are
looking forward to something, it is over in a flash! I try
to remember that God is constant. He is there all the
time in every situation, good or bad, and often, it’s not
until afterwards, perhaps in a new season, or even
years later, that we can see God’s hand in it and how
he has helped us. Galatians 6 v 9 tells us : “And let us
not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we
will reap, if we do not give up”. 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ecclesiastes/3-1
https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ecclesiastes/3-2
https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ecclesiastes/3-3
https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ecclesiastes/3-4
https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ecclesiastes/3-5
https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ecclesiastes/3-6
https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ecclesiastes/3-7
https://www.christianity.com/bible/niv/ecclesiastes/3-8




Over the summer, a significant number of our young people participated in the Territorial Music
School, Northern Summer School, and our very own Bedlington Summer Camp.

Daniel Mercer was the only representative from 
Bedlington at the Territorial Music School held at 
William Booth College. The theme for the week was 
"The Faithful," linked to the popular BBC show "The 
Traitors." He was placed in Gavin Lamplough's band 
for the third consecutive year, where his band played 
new works, including "Speak Jesus" (Sharman), 
"Dýnamis" (Cordner), and "Glory Revealed" 
(Venables). However, their major work for the week was 
Eric Ball's "Resurgam," which Daniel described as 
moving the hall in a way he had never experienced 
before. He particularly noted the 20 seconds of silence during the performance as profoundly
impactful.

rendition of Yvonne Field's "Under His Wings." All the students we've spoken to so far said they
enjoyed a great week.

We also welcomed back the Bedlington Summer 
Camp led by Rachel Lightley. All week, we've been 
discussing how God transforms us for the better. 
We enjoyed breakfast together, sang and danced, 
created crafts, including air-dry clay creations, and 
demonstrated how some changes are permanent. 
The young people started with water, which turned 
to ice and then melted back into water, illustrating 
this concept. Two Bible verses that were crucial 
throughout the week were from Matthew: "For where 
two or three gather in my name, there am I with them" 
(Matthew 18:20) and "Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). These passages emphasize the importance of
coming together to worship and letting our lights shine, brightening the world around us.

A heartfelt thank you to all the adults who volunteered this week: Ann, Barbara, Bev R, Brian D,
Gemma, Helen, Jill, Jocelyn, Keith M, Kevin, Linda, Mandy, Mia, Rachel, Roz, Shiela, and
Susan. We also appreciate our Young Leaders, Annie, Grace, and Samuel. Without each of
these willing helpers, we wouldn't be able to safely work with so many children throughout the
week. Thank you all!

The majority of the youth attended the Northern
Summer School: Grace, Samuel, Luke, Milly, Annie,
Jacob, Lucy, Abigail, and Claire. The theme of the
week was "The Way," focusing on Acts 2:42-47. The
week was filled with worship, rehearsals, messy
games, scavenger hunts, silent discos, and talent
showcases. The young people put on a wonderful
final festival featuring brass, vocal performances,
and drama. The concert concluded with a united 

Bedlington Summer SchoolsBedlington Summer SchoolsBedlington Summer Schools



A huge thank you goes to the Songsters of The Salvation Army, Sunderland Millfield, led
by Lesley Warrington, who put on a fantastic concert on Saturday night. The program
featured a wonderful variety of performances, with support from our own band. The
concert concluded with a massed songster item between the two corps of “In the Army” by
Darren Bartlett.

On Sunday, our service was led by Major Donald Montgomery, who spoke about Glory
and Living. Our corps officer, Phillip James, shared personal testimonies, stating, “The
songsters are always, for me, a very important part of our core ministry. God speaks
through the message of the songsters. I’m sure there have been many occasions when
we haven't discussed what the meeting would entail, yet the songster piece that has been
chosen has been exactly the right one for the message. It’s almost as if someone has
planned it. The Holy Spirit works and speaks through the sung word. I would like to put on
record my gratitude for your service over the years, and may God bless you in the years
to come.”

Brian Dixon then had the opportunity to share 
his testimony before leading the songsters for 
the final time: “It’s been a privilege over the 
years. I would like to thank those songsters 
who have sung under my leadership. Some 
have gone to glory, some are still here, and 
some youngsters are just joining. It has been 
an honour to lead you. I thank you for your 
kindness and the great times we’ve had 
together, and I pray that we may grow as a 
songster brigade from strength to strength. 
May God bless you all.”

As a final surprise for Brian, after conducting the songsters for the last time, Clare Tasker
led a brand new arrangement of “He Came Right Down to Me,” arranged by Nicholas J.
Samuel especially for the weekend.

Brian’s retirement celebrationBrian’s retirement celebrationBrian’s retirement celebration
It was a wonderful weekend of celebration as we
marked the retirement of Songster Leader Brian
Dixon, following an incredible 39 years of dedicated
service.

Brian’s commitment, leadership and faithfulness over
nearly four decades have been a tremendous
blessing, and it was a fitting opportunity to recognise
and celebrate all that he has given through his
ministry.
 



Tha
nkful Friday

Every Friday
10:00 - 12:00

Hartford Road West NE22 6HU 

Tea
Coffee

Toasted Tea Cakes
Biscuits

The Salvation Army is a Church & registered charity 214779 in England and Wales and SC009359 in Scotland 

https://www.google.com/search?q=214779&oq=the+salvaiton+army+is+a+register+charity&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMggIAxAAGBYYHjINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTIHCAUQABjvBTIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIKCAcQABiiBBiJBTIKCAgQABiiBBiJBdIBCDY3MjBqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDZxtfCxHsYXzxzt3dD2PmOubavgWLhnNg7bsd8saz1EF6to2G7kqVSgLhFw_kN8MtX1nhiVb8PgRjsvo2GATsKVA8v4IampHRbqMqG2FMBpa9ug74em8ZF8uQHwEw3ns3Vi4mskJFPhM04YskD45kwezqlX5WIL92CvnOGAL1HXtASBv3OLiWP49Isg_ySUbW7FbLsyGlVrx9wRLpYDavVKtMMUWB_bkgHfBbxzsYs86cQDmZPW6LTJSy4VGZoWWnr8EPfBV6oA3eBQpl1Pc6h&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjt4tS2_ZWSAxV2V0EAHapcHXkQgK4QegQIARAE


Recent AnnouncementsRecent AnnouncementsRecent Announcements
Promotion to Glory of Helen Rogers Doyle

We have sad news to share about the passing of Helen
Rogers Doyle, Colin and Denise's daughter-in-law. Please
keep her, her husband Phillip, and their children Jack and
Oliver in your prayers. For those who knew her, a
celebration of life will be held on Wednesday, September
16th, at 11:00 a.m. at Trinity Church in Ashton. Helen was
a bright and colorful soul, and we encourage you to wear 

Sections returing back to normal 

All of our sections are returning to normal after the
summer break, which includes our Thankful Friday
sessions each week. If you are interested in joining
any of our sections or activities, please speak to any
of the leaders or the Corps officers, and they will
guide you in the right direction.

Charity Funraising within our Corps

Dr John Clifton is running in support of Eston
Salvation Army’s Christmas Toy Appeal, which
helps families across Eston, South Bank,
Grangetown and the wider Middlesbrough area.
Every donation—whatever the amount—will help
ensure that local children receive a gift this
Christmas. We wish John all the best as he takes
on the 13.1 mIle challenge.

bright colors in her memory. Let’s remember her laughter, kindness, and the wonderful
memories she leaves behind.



We are preparing an update to our corps
history in anticipation of our 150th

anniversary in 2028. 

We have already received plenty of content
that will be included in the Archive but we

are now looking to appeal for anything before
1970 and between the years 2000-2010  

If you loan us any physical items, we promise
to return them once we have finished using

them. 

If you are willing to help, please speak to
either Jill Moore or Daniel Mercer.
Alternatively, you can email us at
Bedlington@salvationarmy.org.uk. 

Thank you!

Bedlington Corps Archive 



Bedlington Corps ArchiveBedlington Corps ArchiveBedlington Corps Archive
We have not received any indication from our previous newsletter for
identification of pictures and when they where taken, As part of the Corps
archive we are preparing for our upcoming 150th anniversary in 2028, we
need your help identifying dates from some historical materials we’ve been
given. Below are a few pictures — if you recognise any of them or know the
dates they are from, please let Daniel Mercer or Jill Moore know. Thank You.





Weekly ProgrammeWeekly ProgrammeWeekly Programme



Corps Calendar In SeptemberCorps Calendar In SeptemberCorps Calendar In September

Corps Calendar In OctoberCorps Calendar In OctoberCorps Calendar In October

Wednesday 9  th

Parent and toddler autumn session

Thursday 10  th

Corps council meeting- 7:30pm

Wednesday 16  th

Men's Fellowship from 7:00pm 

Saturday 19  th

Harvest weekend. Saturday evening 6.30pm Quiz - rotating
themes each round

Sunday 20  th

Harvest celebrations led by  Majors Kim and Nigel Gotobed -
10am

Monday 28  th

Home League

Wednesday 7   th

Ladies fellowship

Saturday 10  - Sunday 11   th th

Youth Councils

Saturday 17  th

Divisional Fellowship band at Bedlington, 7.00pm

Wednesday 21  st

Men's fellowship

Thursday 22  nd

PCC Meeting 

Monday 26  th

Home League

Wednesday 26  & Friday 28  th th

No Parent and toddlers (half term)
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