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toddler groups. The organisation 1277 exists to support these groups as they seek to provide a supportive, safe
and fun environment that is welcoming to all, and which demonstrates God’s love at the heart of their communities.

To bring the attention of the good work done in Toddler Groups 
throughout the country, the 1277 organisation have established June as the 
National Month of Prayer for Toddler Groups. This year, they invited each 
toddler group to send a sheep with the name of their group to a 1277 
representative who carried the flock to Parliament where the MP’s and 
staff were encouraged to take a sheep home and pray for that group. 
Bedlington and Newbiggin by the Sea both worked on sheep and posted 
them and were represented in Parliament on 1  June 2026, with the lovely st

sheep. 
 
Since we arrived here, when people in town the see the uniform they often 
say “I used to bring my children to your toddler group”. Our groups help 
the very youngest members of our community to socialise and make 
their first friends, and many of these friendships stay with both the kids and 
carers for many years.The witness to them by the provision of basic bible 
stories and prayers week in week out gives them an opportunity to know 
that God loves them. Throughout the month of June the toddler leaders are doing activities focussing on this year’s
theme, which is the Good Shepherd. On Sunday 14  June, we are going to have a special service to pray for the
children, volunteers and groups. We would like to encourage you all to support our Little Lambs Toddler Group, the
parents/carers, children and our wonderful team of volunteers in prayer during the month of June that God will
continue to use and bless the mission in our Toddler Groups. 
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Message from the Corps OfficersMessage from the Corps Officers  Message from the Corps Officers 

In the UK, on average a child has 1,277 days between birth and starting
nursery school education. Together, we want to ‘make them count’ for the
children, for their families and for the toddler groups that they attend.

The Christian church as a whole is the leading national provider of parent & 

By now, most of you will have heard about our “buddy” system. We want to
ensure that every person who attends our services, feels included in our
Corps. We are encouraging our congregation to look out for each other,
making a connection, so we can all move forward together as a body of
Christ. Some may feel a bit unsure of this idea but it really is a way of
including everybody, caring for everyone and making sure everyone feels at
home. If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to ask myself
or Olive Lightley for further details. Romans 12:5: "So in Christ we, though
many, are one body, and each member belongs to all the others." 

God Bless Jill

Message from the Corps Sergeant MajorMessage from the Corps Sergeant Major  Message from the Corps Sergeant Major 





Recent AnnouncementsRecent AnnouncementsRecent Announcements
Food Bank Donation

A big thank you to Guidepost & Sheepwash WI who visited
us yesterday with a donation for our food bank. They marked
their 110 year anniversary by collecting 110 tins for us (We
are sure there were more than that by time we received the
donation!)

Food Bank referrals are open Monday to Wednesday and
Friday, between 08:00 and 12:00.

Songs of Praise request

We have received an email from the producer of BBC 
One's Songs of Praise. They are looking for couples 
with meaningful and uplifting stories that reflect love, 
resilience, faith, and service to others, or couples 
who have supported one another through life's 
challenges. If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Phil or Carrie James.

Changes to Anniversary weekend

We have amended our plans for the 148  Corps Anniversary
weekend. On Friday 19  June the band present their ‘Night at the
Movies” concert where tickets are £5 and starts at 7pm. On
Saturday 20  there will be a fellowship evening with a faith supper
at 6:30pm. Then on Sunday our meeting will be as normal and will
be led by Majors Martin and Beverley Hill.

th

th
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Northern Summer School 2026

For anyone between the ages 12-25, bookings for this year’s
Northern Summer School are now open. The week will run from
Saturday 8th to Saturday 15th August at the usual venue,
Collingwood College.

The theme for the week is “The Way – Devoted Together and Sent.”
Applications are still open so if you would like to attend, please see
the poster next to this for more information on how to book your
place, or you can speak to the Jason Tasker.
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verbal way to express spirituality and share the good news of the Gospel. The joy of
forming lifelong friendships, together with the support that comes from being a member of
Bedlington Band and the congregation, is a wonderful blessing.

One of the marvellous things about our band is 
its cross-generational outlook. It hasn't always 
been that way, but over time it has become an 
important feature of who we are. When younger 
and older people come together, often with family 
connections through the band, it creates 
opportunities for learning, encouragement, 
and fellowship. Encouraging younger members to develop their musical skills is important,
but equally important is supporting them on their spiritual journey.

Being part of a group that enjoys the challenge of outreach within the local community
broadens our horizons beyond the walls of the Salvation Army Hall. Recently, I met a
gentleman at the golf club who reminded me of a Christmas Day when we walked through
the streets playing music. He remembered the visibility we brought to the community on
that special day and said he missed it when it wasn't there.

This leads me to consider our personal and collective response to the mission of being
Christian musicians. Practice nights are a means of developing our technical abilities, and
that is important. We all want to improve and become better at what we do. I am sure we
all embrace the idea that we should be better next Tuesday than we are this Tuesday. We
work together to present music that is worthy of Christian worship, giving the same
dedication to our musical preparation as we do to the spiritual aspects of our ministry.

We should also pause to reflect on our spiritual 
progress. As individuals and as a group, we are part 
of a global ministry. I find it inspiring when I watch 
videos online from bands in other parts of the world 
and realise that people just like us are embracing 
the opportunity to spread God's Word through the 
ministry of brass banding. Just as technical 
development requires effort, so does spiritual 
growth. The two go hand in hand. My current challenge is learning the opening bars of -

Faith, Music, and MinistryFaith, Music, and MinistryFaith, Music, and Ministry
At the conclusion of the band's rehearsal on Tuesday,
2nd of June, Brian Storey shared a devotional
reflection on the benefits of being a member of a
Christian brass band. With his kind permission,
Outlook is delighted to publish his thoughts in this
month's edition.

I believe that faith, skill, and community, combined
through worship and ministry, provide a unique non-



Jurassic Park ahead of our movie night on June 19 , and I'll be working hard to make that
happen. It is my personal responsibility to improve.
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I've had many discussions with people in the banding world, particularly within Christian
circles. Many of us embrace the idea of being part of a Salvation Army brass band
because that is how we were raised and nurtured. Had we grown up in a different
tradition, perhaps a Methodist church, we might have been encouraged to join an
orchestra instead. Whatever the setting, personal development remains our responsibility.

The Bible provides many examples of music playing a central 
role in worship and faith. Psalm 150 is perhaps the perfect 
example: “Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 
heavens. Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his 
surpassing greatness. Praise him with the sounding of the 
trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with 
tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings and flute, 
praise him with the clash of cymbals” and if I may add my own 
words: Praise Him through the efforts of Bedlington Band and the 
wider community.

I believe in taking our banding seriously. The brass band tradition within the Salvation
Army is diminishing in many places, and we are fortunate to be in the position we are
today. We should count our blessings. Brass bands have a rich heritage, often rooted in
mines, shipyards, mills, co-operatives, and local communities. We are custodians of that
heritage.

Taking banding seriously means striving to give the best performance we can. For some,
that may involve contests and competitions. For us, it means presenting music that
blesses our congregation, reaches our community, and enriches our own lives.

My prayer is that God's blessing will rest upon our band. May each member know His
presence in their life. May we commit ourselves to offering the very best ministry we can,
so that our congregation and all who hear us receive encouragement, blessing, and a
deeper sense of God's presence. And with His strength, may each of us respond faithfully
to that challenge.

I don't subscribe to the idea that because someone is not a strong
player, they don't need to practise. In fact, the opposite is true. If
you're struggling, that's exactly why you should practise.
Improvement comes through commitment and effort.

Some time ago, I read an article by Craig Lewis, Territorial
Secretary for Music in Canada. Quoting Martin Luther, he
wrote: "Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the
greatest treasure in the world. Those words remind us of the
significance of our musical ministry and the importance of
offering our very best in service to God.





Bedlington Corps Archive 

We are preparing an update to our corps
history in anticipation of our 150th

anniversary in 2028. 

We have already received plenty of content
that will be included in the Archive but we

are now looking to appeal for anything before
1970 and between the years 2000-2010  

If you loan us any physical items, we promise
to return them once we have finished using

them. 

If you are willing to help, please speak to
either Jill Moore or Daniel Mercer.
Alternatively, you can email us at
Bedlington@salvationarmy.org.uk. 

Thank you!



Bedlington Corps ArchiveBedlington Corps ArchiveBedlington Corps Archive
We have not received any indication from our previous newsletter for
identification of pictures and when they where taken, As part of the Corps
archive we are preparing for our upcoming 150th anniversary in 2028, we
need your help identifying dates from some historical materials we’ve been
given. Below are a few pictures — if you recognise any of them or know the
dates they are from, please let Daniel Mercer or Jill Moore know. Thank You.





Tha
nkful Friday

Every Friday
10:00 - 12:00

Hartford Road West NE22 6HU 

Tea
Coffee

Toasted Tea Cakes
Biscuits
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Thursday 11  th

PCC Meeting 

Wednesday 17  th

Men's Fellowship - 19:30

Friday 19  th

Bedlington at the Movies Band concert - 18:30  

Saturday 20th & Sunday 21  st

Corps Anniversary weekend

Saturday 27  & Sunday 28  th th

DFL SPORT, FAITH LIFE

Saturday 27   th

Youth Band and Chorus - Kirkcaldy 
& Fellowship Band at Sunderland Monkwearmouth

Monday 29  th

Home League

Corps Calendar In JuneCorps Calendar In JuneCorps Calendar In June

Corps Calendar In JulyCorps Calendar In JulyCorps Calendar In July
Wednesday 1   st

Ladies fellowship - 7:30

Friday 3  - Sunday 5  rd th

Together 26 in Birmingham

Saturday 11  th

Music ministries festival including the retirement of Brian Dixon as
songster leader - 6:30

Wednesday 15  th

Men's Fellowship - Quoits from 7:30pm 

Friday 17  th

Parents & Toddlers last session

Sunday 19  th

Divisional welcome meeting from 1:30pm
& Amble Songs of Praise (Band), 3pm

Monday 27  th

Home League

Saturday 25  – Saturday 1  August  th st

Terrtorial Music School
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