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Ask! Askd Ask! And it shall be given;
Seek! Seek! Seek! And pu‘rlluntoﬁnd;

Knock! Knock! Knock! And the door will open,
mmemmuuwmmu.om.

So Ask! Ask! Ask! And it shall be given;
Seek! Seek! Seek! And you're sure to find;

Knock! Knock! Knock! And the door will open,
For God! God! God! Is so good and kind.
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Message from the Corps Officers

Sunday Worship...Morning Service at 10am. Sunday School at 10.45am.
Corps Officers : Majors Carrie & Philip James

Many have shared how warmly they're welcomed at Bedlington Corps, and we want to thank everyone
for showing such care. It's wonderful to withess so many looking out for each other and forming caring
relationships. But with busy schedules and activities, it's possible for individuals to feel overlooked or
forgotten. We want everybody to know they are valued and loved.

To ensure everyone feels supported within our fellowship, we're
introducing a "Buddy" scheme. Each person will have a designated
buddy who will notice if they're absent, offer support when needed, and
keep leadership informed of any concerns. This scheme isn't meant to
restrict friendships; rather, we hope it will encourage both current and
new connections while adding intention to how we care for one another.
Olive and Jill have dedicated much time and prayer to preparing this |
initiative, which is set to launch on May 31st. We hope you'll welcome
the Buddy scheme and find it beneficial.

Christian love in fellowship is not a new idea. Tertullian, a Christian writer from Carthage (155-220), was
the first to use the Latin term trinitas for Trinity and is seen as the founder of Western theology. Living in
a major Roman city, he observed Roman soldiers and noted that pagans were impressed by the church.
He wrote that they would say “See.. how they [Christians] love one another (for they themselves [pagans]
hate one another); and how they are ready to die for each other (for they themselves are readier to Kill
each other).”

Perhaps this should not be too surprising. Jesus had said to his disciples By
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another John
13:35. The epistles — particularly John’'s — repeatedly call for Christian
brothers and sisters to love one another. And in Romans 12, where Paul
wrote about diversity within the fellowship, he reminds us in verse 5 that ... in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others.

We hope that love continues to grow and show here in Bedlington in a way that can show Jesus love to
the community around us. God bless you all.

Majors Carrie and Philip James
Corps Officers
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BEDLINGTON SALVATION ARMY BAND PRESENTS
AN EVENING FULL OF MOVIE CLASSICS
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Message from the CSM

May is the time of year that holds a mixture of events. Those young people sitting exams,
and the teachers preparing students for them. Those who are going off on holiday, and
spring has arrived with new plants, fruits and lots of weeds!

For the church there is a lot to celebrate, Ascension ™
(May 29, 2026), Pentecost (May 24, 2026), and Trinity ) )
Sunday (May 31, 2026), and within the Salvation Army, /
we have Candidate’s Sunday as those preparing for
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Officership look forward to study, either in London or ;fﬁ'/l’ { KL"[ f i -n(
remotely. It can all be very stressful and bearing in d iRl Bk
mind all that is happening currently in the world, it is i : i
easy to feel overwhelmed.

In Songsters at the moment we are preparing a song called “ He Will Hold Me Fast” Here
are a couple of verses from it.

When | fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast
| could never keep my hold, Through life's fearful path
For my love is often cold, He must hold me fast.

He must hold me fast, He will hold me fast,
He will hold me fast, For my Savior loves me so,
He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast, Justice has been satisfied, He will
hold me fast, Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast, Till our faith is turned to
sight, When he comes at last.

Songwriters: Matthew Sherman Merker

Psalm 139:10 (NIV) states, "even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold
me fast."

Let us endeavour to hold fast to God as he guides us through this busy month.

God Bless You
Jill
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FUN & CREATIVE
— ACTIVITIES FOR BOYS
15 & GIRLS OVER 6
~ YEARS OLD

When Where

17-21 AUGUST HARTFORD
09:00-12:30 ROAD WEST
NE22 6HU

Activities Theme
v Storytelling I've been changed for good.
v Outbound games How to sign up
v Arts & Craft Email : :
mail: Bedlington(@salvationarmy.org.uk
v Breakfast & Lunch Or Phone 01670 829356 in working

The Salvation Army is a Church & registered charity 214779 in
England and Wales and SCO09359 in Scotland



Recent Annhouncements

Food Bank Shortage

The Food Bank is in need of tinned or instant potatoes. If you
are able to donate, the Food Bank would be very grateful, as
they are currently experiencing a real shortage.

Food Bank referrals are open Monday to Wednesday and
Friday, between 08:00 and 12:00.

Valentina & Richard Wearmouth Farwell

As part of recent officer transfers, friends of the Corps, Valentina
Wearmouth and Richard Wearmouth, along with their two children, will be
taking a big step in their lives as they move to Greenville.

If you would like to send a card or share your best wishes with them,
please give them to David Wearmouth or Alison Wearmouth, who will
pass them on.

Telephone Update

Since the start of the year, we have been experiencing issues with our phone
lines and haven’t been able to answer your calls. We are very pleased to
confirm that the issue has now been resolved, and the phone lines are
working again.

If you need to get in touch, you can now call and speak with our Community
Manager, Arleen Thompson.

Northern Summer School 2026 NORTHERN E

For anyone between the ages 12-25, bookings for this year’s Northern
Summer School are now open. The week will run from Saturday 8th to
Saturday 15th August at the usual venue, Collingwood College.

The theme for the week is “The Way — Devoted Together and Sent.”
There is an early bird offer running until the end of the month, so if you
would like to attend, please see the poster next to this for more

information on how to book your place, or you can speak to the Jason

Tasker. WHERE: COLLINGWOOD COLLEGE,
DURHAM

WHEN: 8™ ~'15™ AUGUST 2026

i COST: £240

orth
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https://www.google.com/search?q=214779&oq=the+salvaiton+army+is+a+register+charity&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMggIAxAAGBYYHjINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTIHCAUQABjvBTIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIKCAcQABiiBBiJBTIKCAgQABiiBBiJBdIBCDY3MjBqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDZxtfCxHsYXzxzt3dD2PmOubavgWLhnNg7bsd8saz1EF6to2G7kqVSgLhFw_kN8MtX1nhiVb8PgRjsvo2GATsKVA8v4IampHRbqMqG2FMBpa9ug74em8ZF8uQHwEw3ns3Vi4mskJFPhM04YskD45kwezqlX5WIL92CvnOGAL1HXtASBv3OLiWP49Isg_ySUbW7FbLsyGlVrx9wRLpYDavVKtMMUWB_bkgHfBbxzsYs86cQDmZPW6LTJSy4VGZoWWnr8EPfBV6oA3eBQpl1Pc6h&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjt4tS2_ZWSAxV2V0EAHapcHXkQgK4QegQIARAE

Newcastle City Temple Band Review

On Saturday 9th May, our friends at Newcastle City Temple gave
us an uplifting evening of music as the Newcastle City Temple
Band joined with the Bedlington Songsters for a varied and
inspiring concert programme.

The evening opened in fine style with Bram Coles’ stirring march
Deeds of Valour, immediately setting a confident and celebratory
tone. The band then accompanied the beautifully reflective chorus
arrangement You Encircle Me by Erik Silfverberg.

Following the welcome and introductions, the congregation joined
together in singing Trust and Obey, before the band presented
Stephen Ponsford’s lively and joyful All Creatures Praise. The

ai?glnm?;?gtricmgssgﬁgs also contributed warmly to the evening with m

CITY TEMPLE BAND

One of the musical highlights came from the cornet trio
performance of The Veterans by Ray Steadman-Allen, played by
David R, David B and Bob. The band’s rendition of When Jesus Looked O’er Galilee, arranged by Leslie
Condon, brought a more devotional mood to the programme before Nigel's Eb Bass solo, Aria from The
Magic Flute arranged by Ray Steadman-Allen, which was appreciated by the audience. We the had
Alan who brought two piano solos: Mendelssohn’s Songs Without Words Opus 30 No.3 and Elgar’s Idyl
Opus 4 No.1.

The lighter side of the programme featured music
from the musicals, including the ever-popular Love
Changes Everything arranged by Stephen Bulla,
alongside Peter Graham’'s expressive Ask. The
congregational worship continued with In Christ
- Alone before the band gave a moving presentation
of In His Light by Niels Silfverberg.

A particularly local flavour was added with Water of
. Tyne, arranged by Philip Harper, which was warmly
£ received. The final section of the programme
maintained the high standard of the evening.
Harold Burgmayer’'s Quietude and Stephen Hull's
God Is Good prepared the way for the concluding
, — selection, Kenneth Smith’s triumphant Endless
Vlctory The concert closed Wlth Eric Ball's march Star Lake, sending everyone home uplifted and
encouraged.

The evening was a wonderful showcase of musical talent, worship and fellowship, and sincere thanks
were expressed to everyone who took part in making the concert such an enjoyable occasion.

Food Bank Referrals Monday - Wednesday & Friday 08:00-12:00 For Collection
The Salvation Army is a Church & registered Charity ... NO.214779 and in Scotland SC009359



BEDLINGTON CORPS ARCHIVE

We are ,Drelparin an upa/a*e fo our corps
his%ory In angcipafion of our [50+h
amniversary in 2028

We WOu/a' 9remt/y alvprecia*e your assistance

by sharing any old Inhmtos or memories you

have about the Corlus.

If you loan us any physical items, we promise
*oyreﬂfrn them gn/zeywe have finisheg using

them

[f you are W/'//mg fo he/p, lu/ease sloea/e fo
either Jill Moore or Daniel Mercer

A/%ernaﬁve/y, you can email us at

Bea’/ing*on@sa/va*ionarmy.org.u/e.
Thank youl



Bedlington Corps Archive

As part of the Corps archive we are preparing for our upcoming 150th
anniversary in 2028, we need your help identifying dates from some
historical materials we’'ve been given. Below are a few pictures — if you
recognise any of them or know the dates they are from, please let Daniel
Mercer or Jill Moore know. Thank You.




Tom the Salvation Salesman

A 75 year old pen
WP

joner
er sell

an rightly claim to be the champion solo charity colle
% of standing oul in all weathers
ny.

. with his smiling round face, is instantly recognized in Blyth wearing his
Salvation Army uniform and carrying a collection box and armful of War Cry

striking
newpapers,

Tom, lives in Chestnut Avenue, less than guarter of a mile from where he was born
in Barnard Str . but lived for se s with his family in Kitty Brewster and was
educated at schools in Bebside. He launched Into his Salvation Army career by «
when he accompanied his wife, Frances, to the Cliadel in Union Street to help in the
distribution of the free Government
butter s pperating at that time. It &
i a “sold and
almost immediately began selling the
. He said: “The butte
the cltadel was stopped

ance

by the Army because of the greed of I\ ¥
some people who travelled to other
depots in the town to get more than
they should.”

Tom's s ing work started on the
streets of the town, notably outside
Woolworths, but the building of the
Presto m ple sto n the old railway
station site brought him indoors and
when Safeway took over he was still
d by the rain. Morrisons then
bought the s It T
into the cold ag be
Mooding closed the store,
reopened he was back in the warmih.

Because of his wide and varied jobs -
welding. opencast, shipbreaking.
sawectmaking and tory work - his
collecting was, and is, confined 1o
Saturdays and a set routine. He
position when the store ope
o'clock and doe t leave until half ps
“They often bring me cups of tea.

The Blyth Citadel was closed three years ago and was purchased by a local
businessman who sold it on to the Muslim community for use as a mosque. It was this
which led to Tom being approached in the store by critics of the change of use

“I tald them it had nothing te do with me,” he said. I explained the citadel was
closed because of a shortage of officers. We were not the only ene - Ashington and
Morpeth w also closed for the same reason. To become an officer you have to give
up time to e training = pns in Londc d not enough were coming fc

Tom recke he collects around £60 every Saturday at the store but this incr
£70 a week during the Christmas period. On these figures it means that over the thiny
he has raised almost £100.000 for the Salvation Army. of the War Cry - he
sells out every urday - totals over the same period almost six figures. In recogniition
of his efforts he was presented with a badge, now on his uniform, a
productive collector and salesperson in the region. And Tom, a widower, for the past 24
years, plans to continue for as long his health allows him

prote

Tom Park.

t one In the afterncon. “The girls are very kind

to me,” he said.
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Weekly Programme

SUNDAY

Morning Service 10.00am
Sunday School 10.45am
MONDAY

Home League 12.30pm
Monthly—see monthly plan

WEDNESDAY

Little Lambs Toddler Group 9.15-11.15am
Children up to 3yrs must be with an adult.
Call Arleen to book a place.

Seniors Lunch Club 12.00pm

Two Course meal for Over 60s. £5

Please call Arleen to book a place

Over 60s Sunshine Hour 1.30—2.30pm
All welcome (if you’re over 60)

FRIDAY

Little Lambs Toddler Group 9.15-11.15am
Children up to 3yrs must be with an adult.
Call Arleen to book a place.

Thankful Friday 10am-noon.
Free refreshments & all welcome



Corps Calendar In May

Thursday 14"
Corps Council

Friday 15"
NED Officer/leaders retreat day

Wednesday 20"
Men's Fellowship

Corps Calendar In June

Monday 1*
Home League - Games afternoon from 13:00

Wednesday 3™
Ladies Fellowship 19:30

Saturday 6" .
Band Coffee morning - 10:00

Thursday 11*
PCC Meeting

Wednesday 17*"
Men's Fellowship - 19:30

Saturday 20"
Bedlington at the Movies Band concert - 18:30

Sunday 21*
Corps Anniversary weekend

Saturday 27" & Sundla:)é 28"
DFL SPORT, FAITH LI

Saturday 27
Youth Band and Chorus - Kirkcaldx/|
& Fellowship Band at Sunderland Monkwearmouth

Monday 29"
Home League
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