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Many have shared how warmly they're welcomed at Bedlington Corps, and we want to thank everyone
for showing such care. It's wonderful to witness so many looking out for each other and forming caring
relationships. But with busy schedules and activities, it's possible for individuals to feel overlooked or
forgotten. We want everybody to know they are valued and loved. 

To ensure everyone feels supported within our fellowship, we're 
introducing a "Buddy" scheme. Each person will have a designated 
buddy who will notice if they're absent, offer support when needed, and 
keep leadership informed of any concerns. This scheme isn't meant to 
restrict friendships; rather, we hope it will encourage both current and 
new connections while adding intention to how we care for one another. 
Olive and Jill have dedicated much time and prayer to preparing this 
initiative, which is set to launch on May 31st. We hope you'll welcome 
the Buddy scheme and find it beneficial.

Christian love in fellowship is not a new idea.  Tertullian, a Christian writer from Carthage (155–220), was
the first to use the Latin term trinitas for Trinity and is seen as the founder of Western theology. Living in
a major Roman city, he observed Roman soldiers and noted that pagans were impressed by the church.
He wrote that they would say “See.. how they [Christians] love one another (for they themselves [pagans]
hate one another); and how they are ready to die for each other (for they themselves are readier to kill
each other).”

We hope that love continues to grow and show here in Bedlington in a way that can show Jesus love to
the community around us. God bless you all. 

Majors Carrie and Philip James 
Corps Officers
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Perhaps this should not be too surprising. Jesus had said to his disciples By
this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another John
13:35. The epistles – particularly John’s – repeatedly call for Christian
brothers and sisters to love one another. And in Romans 12, where Paul
wrote about diversity within the fellowship, he reminds us in verse 5 that … in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others.





May is the time of year that holds a mixture of events. Those  young people sitting exams,
and the teachers preparing students for them. Those who are going off on holiday, and
spring has arrived with new plants, fruits and lots of weeds! 

For the church there is a lot to celebrate, Ascension 
(May 29, 2026), Pentecost (May 24, 2026), and Trinity 
Sunday (May 31, 2026), and within the Salvation Army, 
we have Candidate’s Sunday as those preparing for 
Officership look forward to study, either in London or 
remotely. It can all be very stressful and bearing in 
mind all that is happening currently in the world, it is 
easy to feel overwhelmed. 

In Songsters at the moment we are preparing a song called “ He Will Hold Me Fast” Here
are a couple of verses from it. 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast, Justice has been satisfied, He will
hold me fast, Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast, Till our faith is turned to
sight, When he comes at last.

Songwriters: Matthew Sherman Merker

Psalm 139:10 (NIV) states, "even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold
me fast."

Let us endeavour to hold fast to God as he guides us through this busy month.

God Bless You
Jill
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When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast
I could never keep my hold, Through life's fearful path
For my love is often cold, He must hold me fast.

He must hold me fast, He will hold me fast, 
He will hold me fast, For my Savior loves me so, 
He will hold me fast.





Recent AnnouncementsRecent AnnouncementsRecent Announcements

Food Bank Shortage 

The Food Bank is in need of tinned or instant potatoes. If you
are able to donate, the Food Bank would be very grateful, as
they are currently experiencing a real shortage.

Food Bank referrals are open Monday to Wednesday and
Friday, between 08:00 and 12:00.

Valentina & Richard Wearmouth Farwell

As part of recent officer transfers, friends of the Corps, Valentina
Wearmouth and Richard Wearmouth, along with their two children, will be
taking a big step in their lives as they move to Greenville.

If you would like to send a card or share your best wishes with them,
please give them to David Wearmouth or Alison Wearmouth, who will
pass them on.

Telephone Update

Since the start of the year, we have been experiencing issues with our phone
lines and haven’t been able to answer your calls. We are very pleased to
confirm that the issue has now been resolved, and the phone lines are
working again.

If you need to get in touch, you can now call and speak with our Community
Manager, Arleen Thompson.

Northern Summer School 2026

For anyone between the ages 12-25, bookings for this year’s Northern
Summer School are now open. The week will run from Saturday 8th to
Saturday 15th August at the usual venue, Collingwood College.

The theme for the week is “The Way – Devoted Together and Sent.”
There is an early bird offer running until the end of the month, so if you
would like to attend, please see the poster next to this for more
information on how to book your place, or you can speak to the Jason
Tasker.

https://www.facebook.com/valentina.wearmouth.1?__cft__[0]=AZZhv_ZBZVdytj7Sioo3hM3dJqhhRHg4QrTH5wqhCYRUQuXXXZUGWglLyR27uB5TgUoD6nQumIsI_p9p3rnEAl8TAOyK3dU012ir1D64x5I1GEfPMz7zNFeiOTeU-wa_mmOHZkTdfWa20swWbwSpqrXsx_ak2VldX5xB0Zavkv_B1A&__tn__=-]K-R


Tha
nkful Friday

Every Friday
10:00 - 12:00

Hartford Road West NE22 6HU 

Tea
Coffee

Toasted Tea Cakes
Biscuits
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On Saturday 9th May, our friends at Newcastle City Temple gave 
us an uplifting evening of music as the Newcastle City Temple
Band joined with the Bedlington Songsters for a varied and 
inspiring concert programme.

The evening opened in fine style with Bram Coles’ stirring march 
Deeds of Valour, immediately setting a confident and celebratory 
tone. The band then accompanied the beautifully reflective chorus 
arrangement You Encircle Me by Erik Silfverberg.

Following the welcome and introductions, the congregation joined 
together in singing Trust and Obey, before the band presented 
Stephen Ponsford’s lively and joyful All Creatures Praise. The 
Bedlington Songsters also contributed warmly to the evening with 
their ministry in song.

One of the musical highlights came from the cornet trio 
performance of The Veterans by Ray Steadman-Allen, played by 
David R, David B and Bob. The band’s rendition of When Jesus Looked O’er Galilee, arranged by Leslie
Condon, brought a more devotional mood to the programme before Nigel’s Eb Bass solo, Aria from The
Magic Flute arranged by Ray Steadman-Allen, which was  appreciated by the audience. We the had  
Alan who brought two piano solos: Mendelssohn’s Songs Without Words Opus 30 No.3 and Elgar’s Idyl
Opus 4 No.1.

Victory. The concert closed with Eric Ball’s march Star Lake, sending everyone home uplifted and
encouraged.

The evening was a wonderful showcase of musical talent, worship and fellowship, and sincere thanks
were expressed to everyone who took part in making the concert such an enjoyable occasion.

Newcastle City Temple Band ReviewNewcastle City Temple Band ReviewNewcastle City Temple Band Review

The lighter side of the programme featured music
from the musicals, including the ever-popular Love
Changes Everything arranged by Stephen Bulla,
alongside Peter Graham’s expressive Ask. The
congregational worship continued with In Christ
Alone before the band gave a moving presentation
of In His Light by Niels Silfverberg.

A particularly local flavour was added with Water of
Tyne, arranged by Philip Harper, which was warmly
received. The final section of the programme
maintained the high standard of the evening.
Harold Burgmayer’s Quietude and Stephen Hull’s
God Is Good prepared the way for the concluding
selection, Kenneth Smith’s triumphant Endless 



Bedlington Corps Archive 

We are preparing an update to our corps
history in anticipation of our 150th

anniversary in 2028. 

We would greatly appreciate your assistance
by sharing any old photos or memories you

have about the Corps. 

If you loan us any physical items, we promise
to return them once we have finished using

them. 

If you are willing to help, please speak to
either Jill Moore or Daniel Mercer.
Alternatively, you can email us at
Bedlington@salvationarmy.org.uk. 

Thank you!



Bedlington Corps ArchiveBedlington Corps ArchiveBedlington Corps Archive
As part of the Corps archive we are preparing for our upcoming 150th
anniversary in 2028, we need your help identifying dates from some
historical materials we’ve been given. Below are a few pictures — if you
recognise any of them or know the dates they are from, please let Daniel
Mercer or Jill Moore know. Thank You.
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Thursday 14  th

Corps Council

Friday 15  th

NED Officer/leaders retreat day

Wednesday 20  th

Men's Fellowship 

Monday 1  st

Home League - Games afternoon from 13:00

Wednesday 3  rd

Ladies Fellowship 19:30

Saturday 6  th

Band Coffee morning - 10:00

Thursday 11  th

PCC Meeting 

Wednesday 17  th

Men's Fellowship - 19:30

Saturday 20  th

Bedlington at the Movies Band concert - 18:30  

Sunday 21  st

Corps Anniversary weekend

Saturday 27  & Sunday 28  th th

DFL SPORT, FAITH LIFE

Saturday 27   th

Youth Band and Chorus - Kirkcaldy
& Fellowship Band at Sunderland Monkwearmouth

Monday 29  th

Home League

Corps Calendar In MayCorps Calendar In MayCorps Calendar In May
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