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MEDIA RELEASE – THE SALVATION ARMY CHALK FARM CORPS

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Help for families through 
The Salvation Army Be A Star Christmas Present Appeal


Chalk Farm Salvation Army is calling on the community to donate new toys to its Chalk Farm Corps Be A Star Christmas Present Appeal to support families who will struggle to make ends meet over the festive season. 

Every year Salvation Army churches ask people to donate new toys and gifts for children whose families cannot put food on the table, heat their homes or pay their bills. 

Last year, Chalk Farm Salvation Army distributed more than 250 gift parcels and the church and charity fears more people will need support this year.

Major Michael Kinnear said: “The Salvation Army’s present appeal is an opportunity for people in our communities to embrace the spirit of Christmas and give to families and individuals who have very little. We are incredibly grateful for the public’s generosity over the years and hope this year our appeal will be able to bring some respite to those who are struggling the most.

“Christmas is a time when financial worries are brought into sharp focus as the cost of living crisis continues to have a devastating impact on families who can’t afford to heat their homes or put a nutritious meal on the table. Helping parents provide a gift for their child not only eases financial pressures, but helps bring the joy of Christmas into their homes.”  

The church on Haverstock Hill will be collecting donations of new unwrapped toys, selection boxes and gift vouchers from Sunday 30th November at its Toy Service until Christmas.  

People can drop their generous contribution at The Salvation Army, 10-16 Haverstock Hill, Camden, make a donation via Just Giving or by Text Message:-
Scan the QR code to donate:
[image: QR code]                         [image: ]
           Just Giving Page		      		   Text Giving
Donate between £1 and £20Thank You!
[image: Image result for fundraising regulator]

        Example:
Text No. 70085 and simply text CHALKFARM 5 to donate £5 
Texts will cost the donation amount plus one standard network rate message.



The Salvation Army will sort and distribute the gifts to children and families in the area through local groups, schools and social services.

Gifts can include anything from educational toys, baby clothes, bath toys, books, including learn to read books (for babies and toddlers) to dolls and action figures, sports equipment and clothing, toiletries (please try to ensure non-allergic ingredients if possible), gloves, scarves, hats, T-shirts, hair accessories and gift vouchers for older children.

Chalk Farm Salvation Army also invites people to enjoy our Christmas events including:-
Sunday 30th November at 11 am – Toy Service at The Salvation Army Chalk Farm Corps  
Thursday 25th December, at 2 pm - Christmas Day Carol Service which takes place following our Christmas Day Dinner for those who would be alone or in need at Christmas.  
For those wishing to attend our Christmas Day Meal please complete the application form by visiting: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/chalk-farm  contact our office: 0207 485 1605 or E-mail:  chalk.farm.corps@salvationarmy.org.uk or call in at our centre:
The Salvation Army Chalk Farm Corps, 10-16 Haverstock Hill, Camden, London, NW3 2BL.
A church and charity, The Salvation Army expresses its Christian faith by offering friendship, practical help and support to some of the most disadvantaged people in our communities. To help support The Salvation Army’s year-round work please visit: salvationarmy.org.uk/donate
For more information about the Christmas Present Appeal and ideas about gifts, see our website: https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/christmas-present-appeal 
----Ends----  
Notes to editors:

For media enquiries, please contact:  Communications Officer, Cianna McNally, 
Tel: 020 3657 7555  E-mail:  PR@salvationarmy.org.uk 

Gift ideas for children and young people:
0-3 years: dolls, soft toys, cot mobiles, baby clothes, bath toys, , puzzles
3-5 years: dolls and action figures, cars, lorries, colouring sets, pencils, crayons, books, puzzles
5-9 years: educational games & toys, stationery (colouring sets, pencils, crayons, school sets), , books, puzzle/wordsearch books
9-12 years: games and toys, stationery, books, t-shirts, hair accessories, gloves, scarves, hats
13-16 years: books, make-up and toiletries (please try to ensure non-allergic ingredients if possible), gloves, scarves, hats, T-shirts, hair accessories and gift vouchers

About The Salvation Army:  
    
The Salvation Army is an international Christian church and registered charity which has been transforming lives for more than 150 years. Working in 134 countries worldwide, The Salvation Army offers friendship, practical help, and support for people at all levels of need. In the United Kingdom and Ireland Territory this work includes more than 650 community churches and social centres. Registered Charity Nos. 214779, 215174 and in Scotland SC009359, SC037691.      
   
For more information visit the website www.salvationarmy.org.uk or on Facebook (https://facebook.com/salvationarmyuk), Twitter (https://twitter.com/salvationarmyuk) or Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/salvationarmyuk/)   
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