Ramsgate Salvation Army
Sunday 10th July 2022

A warm welcome as we gather as the family of God today,
especially if you are not normally with us on a Sunday.
May we all feel the welcome of God and each other.

We meet at The Salvation Army Hall Sunday 10.30 am.
Also Sunday worship is livestreamed on
You can find a link on the Ramsgate Salvation Army page
www.salvationarmy.org.uk/ramsgate

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to His
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, "All is mine"
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

The Salvation Army. 167 High Street Ramsgate Kent CT11 9TT
Corps Leaders Carl Whitewood 07900497326 Heather Whitewood 07747 004950
Carl.whitewood@salvationarmy.org.uk Heather.whitewood@salvationarmy.org.uk
www.salvationarmy.org.uk/ramsgate
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What’s happening at Ramsgate Salvation Army?
Sunday 10th July (10.30 am)

Monday to Friday (6.30am-9am)
Monday (9.30 am – 11.30 am)
Tuesday (9am to 12 noon)

Tuesday (11am)

Tuesday (12 noon)
Tuesday (12.30 pm)
Tuesday (7.00 pm)
Wednesday (11 am)
Thursday
Friday (10am - 12 noon)
Friday (6.00pm)
Sunday 17th July (10.30am)

COMING SOON
24th July –

Prayer in community Hall from 10.10
Worship and Sunday School from 10.30.
led by Major John – Carl and Heather
leading a retirement meeting in North
Walsham
Breakfast Drop-in
Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler group)
Food Parcel Preparation
PRAYERS - NEW TIME AND NEW FORMAT
Light Lunch
Bible Study at hall
ZOOM bible study (8651865167)
Friendship Club & Luncheon Club
Forward Trust at hall (9-5)
Carl at Prison Chaplaincy Training
Food Bank
KIDS Club
Prize Giving – 17th July – followed by
Church picnic and BBQ

Enrolment of new members –
Celebration Dinner –
Songs of Praise & Testimony Time

Pastoral Care Training – start date to be confirmed

SUMMER TRIPS

CAN YOU HELP? (SIGN UP SHEETS on TABLE)
Collecting Sainsbury (21st -23rd July)
The Carnival (31st July)
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Flowers for this week are thanks to Helen and Maggie
Birthdays
Jean Spearing
Ellie Freeston
Diane Letts

Tuesday 12th July
Tuesday 12th July
Saturday 16th July

We pray by name for
Dacia and Ambrose and their new baby daughter Neriah, born Thursday.
Dacia needs our prayers as the birth was not straightforward. We ask for her
swift recovery.
For David Miles We thank God for a successful operation on Tuesday and
pray for a full recovery. Sandra reported that the medical staff are really
pleased with how the operation went and David’s recovery.
We thank God that Major Brenda Austin is finally home . Her time in hospital
was not straight forward and she now need to recuperate in more
comfortable surroundings. Pray for both Brenda and Alan.
For Ilona as she settles into her new life in Germany with Alex.
For Angela’s sister Teresa. She has been diagnosed with cancer in her
remaining lung. She has further tests before a treatment plan can be devised.
For Phillip who remains in respite care in Westbrook House.
For Ron Summers who had an eye cancer operation on the 8th and has
another on 15th July.
Lowen, a young friend of Mel and Daniel, aged 3, who is receiving further
intensive chemotherapy in Royal Marden Hospital in London. Pray too for his
mum Joyce.
Janet’s son Richard awaiting an MRI scan in July. For Cathy and Paul, friends
of Douglas who are nearing end of life.
Continued prayers for Sasha. Pray for complete healing.
For a friend of Isobel. For Jean Spearing awaiting several tests.
We continue to uphold John McCairn and Jan waiting for medical treatment.
We prayed last week for Cheryl’s friend Paul who was very poorly with Covid
Continue to pray for Nick, the lead chaplain at Elmley,

DON’T FORGET to pray continually for THE UKRAINE
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Is this the sermon that brought down a
government?
When Sajid Javid quit the government, it
started an avalanche which resulted
in Boris Johnson’s resignation.
Speaking in the House of Commons, Javid
suggested his actions had been prompted
by Rev Les Isaacs' sermon at that
morning’s Parliamentary Prayer
Breakfast.

Here is that speech in full
In the last two years, it has felt as if we have hit a rock bottom in terms of
grief, bereavement, discouragement and uncertainty.
All of us have been in it together in terms of the challenges we are facing
during this global pandemic.
A mother whom I know lost her son on one given day. On the next day, she
lost her daughter. After five weeks of waiting before she could bury them,
only five people could be present at that grave site.
And yet, for the Church and for the Christian, the psalmist helps and
encourages us. It says this: "Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort
me.” (Psalm 23:4). For Christians, God is with us. But also, we are encouraged
to have the mind of Jesus; seeing things as he sees things, recognising that,
through our griefs, through our challenges, there is hope. We are called not
only to have this mind of Jesus, but we are called to be servants of others
daily. And especially during difficult times - these dark valley experiences
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when it most matters. Over the past two years, there have been thousands of
men and women who have rolled up their sleeves and asked the question:
“What can I do to help?”
It has been most encouraging as a church leader just to listen to people from
all over the country, from the Church, who said: “What can I do to help?” I
received an email from a Street Pastor management committee who said
they had a 70-year-old man who was fit and well and was keen to get out and
serve his community as a local street pastor. Christ has called us to follow
him, but he’s also called us to walk in humility as we seek to serve him and to
live for him. And that’s a challenge, as the Church and as Christians seek to
serve in humility.
Humility is the absence of pride and the ability to be down-to-earth and
modest under all circumstances. This is Jesus in his life. Jesus came into this
world to serve; to serve us, to serve humanity. But Jesus also expects us, as
the Church, to serve in humility. “And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!”
(Philippians 2:8).
WE ARE CALLED TO WORK TOGETHER FOR THE COMMON GOOD - NOT JUST
FOR THE PARTY, NOT JUST FOR THE DENOMINATION, BUT FOR HUMANITY
Right across the United Kingdom, men and women who are serving their
community without prejudice demonstrate their concern and their passion
for the common good of society. But there is a story behind every Christian
person. And that story is the story of love; of how God loved them and how
they desire to pour out and to show their gratitude for that love to others. A
story of forgiveness; how Jesus forgave them of their sins and how they want
to have compassion and reach out to people and demonstrate that they
appreciate and value the forgiveness of God for their sins. The story of
servitude and humility; the story of the Son of God who came into this world
and died on the cross, and yet it’s a story of Christ in every believer; the hope
of glory. It’s a story of compassion; the fact that God gives his people the
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capacity to be compassionate, not living for themselves but living for others
and seeking to demonstrate that compassion for the weak and the poor, the
marginalised and those who are in distress.
At the centre of our lives is Jesus, and a desire to be like him and to fulfil his
purpose here on earth. Many men and women are quietly demonstrating
service, humbly and compassionately, for the common good of the
community, of society, of their city and their nation.
But there’s a challenge for us, whether we’re politicians, whether we are
church leaders, there’s a challenge for us to work in a collaborative way. To
work where we can work for the common good with everyone within our
community, to bring hope. We recognise that as we work together, we are
bringing hope but, equally, we recognise that we cannot do it on our own. I’m
so glad to see so many parliamentarians here, coming with their local church
leader, sitting together, eating together. And I pray that they are asking the
question: “What can we do together in our constituency?” It’s important that
we understand that the God who loves us, he’s willing to give us hope and to
use us to bring hope.
The 2022 international conference on freedom of religion and belief begins
today, with over 60 countries represented and hundreds of delegates. It
reminds us that there are Christians, and others, across the world who are
working with zeal and hope for the common good of their society. And there
are those who have become victims of kidnapping.
Four months ago, I had someone in my home and we had lunch together. She
was talking about her experience in her country - she was kidnapped twice and the trauma and the pain it caused her and her family. She works with
AIDS victims. I visited her country four years ago and saw the work she did
with hundreds of women in terms of supporting them and educating them
and giving them skills and gifts. Yet she became a victim of kidnapping, and
because of the trauma, she has had to move home. Sometimes, she says, I
feel like I’m living in fear. But yet the perfect love of Jesus casts out all fear,
and gives her the strength and the ability to go on.
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IT’S IMPORTANT THAT WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOD WHO LOVED US,
HE’S WILLING TO GIVE US HOPE AND TO USE US TO BRING HOPE
Why do we do what we do? We do it because God has empowered us to do
it. Sometimes people find it very strange in terms of what Christians do. I was
out one night in Brixton, at three o’clock in the morning, and a man spent half
an hour telling me how much he disagreed with my religion; telling me that
my religion was useless, telling me all the bad things that my religion had
done. But after half an hour, it was raining, it was cold. After half an hour he
says: “I don’t like your religion. But I like what you’re doing.” He said: “All of
you, come to my flat, come and have a cup of tea and a spliff.” I said to him:
“We’ll come for the tea, but I’ll take the spliff home to my wife!” (laughs).
Sometimes people find it difficult to get their heads around the Church. But
that’s OK. Let them see our good works.
A woman of 79 years of age - a grandmother - trained as a street pastor. At
the age of 79! I met her a few years later, in her 80s, and she’d just graduated
as a street pastor school’s pastor. This is because of the good news of Jesus
and the fact that she seeks to have the mind of Jesus. She seeks to humble
herself and be a servant of Jesus.
I want to encourage all of us today. I want to remind the Church: it’s been
difficult, but Christ has called us to be faithful. I want to remind all of us here
today that Jesus, being found in the appearance of a man, humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death, even death on the cross. I want
to remind us today that all of us have influence. All of us have the ability to
influence and to make a difference. And we are called to serve. We are called
to work together for the common good - not just for the party, not just for
the denomination, but for humanity.
My words of encouragement to us this morning: Give hope a chance. Let
hope flourish as you seek to lead and as you seek to have influence and as
you seek to exert your influence across the world, across the city, across our
community.
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Let us recognise it’s together we will make a difference. It’s together the
common good of our community would be realised.
May the Lord help us as we continue to serve.
Les Isaac is the founder and president of Ascension Trust. He pioneered Street
Pastors in the UK in 2003. In recognition of the contribution that Les has
made to society, he was awarded an OBE by her Majesty the Queen and has
recently been appointed as an honorary Ecumenical Canon at Southwark
Cathedral. He is the author of Faith on the Streets (Hodder Faith).
https://www.premierchristianity.com/opinion/is-this-the-sermon-that-broughtdown-a-government/13413.article
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