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EVIL HABITS. { 1 |

“He brought them out of darkness and the
shadow of death, and rake theor hands
in sunder.”—Psalm cvii. 14.

Whila wandering along a lonely and

rocky shore at the ebb of tide, his foot
slipped into a narrow crevice. Fancy his
horror when he found he eould not with-
draw it, Dreadful predicament !
he sat, back to the shore, face to
Above his head seaweed
on the rock, sure sign that when yonder
turning tide comes in it shall rise on him,
inch by ineh. till it washes over his head.
He cries for help, but no one heard him.
How he shouted to the distant boat, and
his heart sank as her yards swung round
and she went off on another tack! How
his: cries sounded high above the roar
of the breakers. How bitterly he envied
the seagull as she suiled above his head !
How. hopeless of help from man. he turned
up his face to Heaven and eried lon. and
loud to God! All that, God only knows
But as sure as there was a terrific strug A
so eure while he watched the waters rising
inch by inch, the-e cries never t1ll
the wave swelled up, and, washing the
dying prayer from his lips, broke over his
head with a melancholy moan,

There was no help for him. There is
help for us, althongh fixed in sin as fast as
that man in the fissured rock., The Help,
oh, h-lp, Lord ! never yet burst from an
anxious, penitent heart, bnt it rose to be
be heard aud accepted in Heaven,
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I' live, saith the Lord God, I have no

pleasure in the aeath of the wieled : hut
that the wicked turn from his weel) aned
live,”—Tzekiel xxxiii. 11.

The stroke of judgment is like the

lightning flash, irres
indeed —kills in the twinkling of an eye.
But the clouds from which it leaps
slow to gather; they thicken by devrees ;
and he must be int -nsely engaged with the
pleasures, or engrossed in the business of
the world, whom the tlash surprises.

The gathering clouds, the deepening
gloom, the still and sultry air, the awful
silence, the big pattering rain-drops—these
reveal his danger to the traveller, and warn
him away to the nearest refuge.

And, heeded or unheeded, many are the
warnings the sinner gets from God. No
man ever yet went to hell but by trampling
under foot ten thousand warnings — ten
thousand times ten thousand mercies,

ible, fatal; it kills
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THE TREE OF LIFE. |
An the midst of the street of i, and on eithey
side of the ri there the
life.”—Rev. x>

"y WS tree of

My hand is one, yet has five fingers. My
body is one, vet has many organs, Th
Nile, or Ganges is one river, but is fed by
many tributaries, and flows into the sea by
many channels, A tree is one, yet below
has many roots, and above has iy
branches, and even so is that * Tree of
Lite” which has Christ for its root, and
for its fruit, holiness and Heaven.

I have seen a tree, after r sing in a single
stem, divide itself into two great branches
which afterwards divided and subdivided
into innumer branches, spread oul
their folinge to drink in the air, and light,
and dews, and heat of Heaven.

Thus is it with salvation, First, the
pardon of sin; and, seconily, the renova
tion of the soul. While salvation is the
one thing needful, the two things needful
to its fall work are sins pardoned and the
soul thoroughly renewed.
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ITHURIEL’S SPEAR.
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at length entered a bower, where a tond
was -il:ll\.‘_," close to the ear of Hh:l:l:lu_ﬂ
E His suspicions were roused. In his

hand he bore a spear that had the celestinl
power of revealing truth, unmasking false
hood, and makii vl thing4 to stand out

in their genuine colours., With it he
touched the reptile. That instant the
tond—which bhad been breathing ho rid

dreams into the woman’s ear —changes itg
shave, and there contronting him stands
the Prince of Darkness.

Prayer arms us with Ithuariel’s spear ;
are we in doube whether a thing is right or
wrong; are we enjoying pleasures or
engaged in pursuits with which we are not
altogether satisfied. Take them to God.
Look at your pleasures and pructices in the
light of His countenance. Examine the
matter on your knees.
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The Month’'s Changes.
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Staff Promotions and Changes
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