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intended by the State. Young women working in mills or other-
wise in manufacturing towns must be warned of the danger which
thero would be in walking abroad, if this Act were put in opera-
tion. Thoughtful and maternal women of the better classes
should now take courage and do what they may by quiet influence
in this matter, and lastly upon ministers of religion of every
denomination, a grave responsibility rests. Nome articles on this
subject appeared in the Daily News, in 1563, when these
proposals were first made in connection with garrison towns, from
one of which I extraet the following :—

“ There is evidence, accessible to all, that the regulation system creates
horrors worse than those which it is supposed to restrain, Vice once
stimulated by such a system imagines and dares all unutterable things ; and
guch things perplex with misery the lives of parents of missing children in
continental ecities, and daunt the courage of rulers, and madden the moral
sense, and gnaw the conscience of whole orders of sinners and sufferers, of
whom we ean form no conception here. We shall have entered upon our
national decline whenever we agree to the introduction of such a system ;
and it in only necessary to bring the case fairly before the public conscience
to secure us agninet any guch fatal lapse.

“The clergy ought to be looking to this, and we trust they are. They are

oharged, above other classes, with the promotion of edneation in our country,
and with the enlightenment of individual conseience which is the security of
all that wo care for as a people.  Why do not they remonstrate when vile
and corrupting proposals are publicly made? or, have they attempted to

spenk, and been silenced ?  If they do not feel qualified to form an opinion,
why do they not investigate the facts? But if they who can tell us most of
the morals of private life will not bestir themeelves, there are many more
who might and ought ; and our belief is, that if those gentlemen of England
who have, or can obtain, o conviction as to the course to be taken under
presont circumstance were to gpeak their minds, the proposals we have
discussed would be scouted, decisively and for ever,”

OUne word on the utter uselessness of the proposed measures.
Lt is precisely on the material side that experience at home and
abroad most fully proves the advisers of the adoption of this
measure to be wrong. The assertion of all these men is, “the
material advantages of such a measure are unquestioned and
unquestionable, if” only they can be carried without moral evil.”
The reply is, «the material advantages are not only not proved,
they are absolutely disproved by the facts and statistics of all
countries.” The application of a Sanitary Act to one sex alone, is,
L believe, without parallel in the history of England. Itis impossible
to stamp out disease where half of those who are conveying the
confagion are under no surveillance or control whatever. A
woman dismissed with a certificate of sound health may become
diseased within an hour after such dismissal, and is from that time
till the next periodical summons in g condition to contaminate
many. This is precisely the point on which medical witnesses
from Paris are staggered, and on which they have no answer to
give.  On this head Parliament has statistics enough to refer to.
Lot them learn from those statistics the uselessness of the proposed
monsures.  We are willing that the matter should be fairly fought
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out on the material pround only, for on this ground wo have

nothingin foar, :1]![)1':1“!1!_: ns wo do to I?'nl I.Ill'llll|l‘\|lll||‘ ||I;;.'.1;' I--I
facts. We have nevertheless ||uu||r-_||| ||-‘ righl nnd  noodi 0
remind you, fellow countrymen, of the woighty maral considora
tions which are involved in the present question. ;

In conclusion, let it not be Hlll).])ll.‘-;l'll _I|1:|l it has cost us litkle
to break through the rule of silence imposed by sociely upon
women, when such matters are to be treated ; nor that it has boon
ab a small cost to ourselves that we have gone into the matter in
all its details, We will say as little as possible of our own mental
sufferings, but we would say to other women Let none t-rli-‘l'l‘
this chamber of horrors except to aid t]'m fallen and to set the
captive free.” Charity, and anger against wrong are ||-n\u-\'a-|
at times motives more powerful than the dmu"n to conform to
conventional rules, and to avoid all risk u’r_' Oﬁ'{‘.l'ldlllg?l:tt' fastidious.
A lady expresses the feelings of many of us in writing thus :
“God knows, it is no blasphemy to say it, there are many
Gethsemanes on earth to sad and suffering Suul‘s. T._ think some-
times we drink of that cup, and are bapfized into 111:}t.1l:11)t13||_1.
and if we believe in good at all, we must believe that Infinite love is
suffering and pitying with us.” }\'hiln jm}durmg censure, as .w}v
must, for daring to speak, and while suffering much secret anguish
of soul; we are yet sustained by the conviction that we have
fulfilled a solemn and paintul duty.

AN ENGLISH MOTHER.

POBTBORIPT

" The following is an extract from n lotler vecelyved slno Irl..-

above appeal was written, It in from the author of & book which
: . ' e

is well worthy of study, * L Femme pauvie sa X1 XM

These words, written by a porson In expevience and research

not inferior to Parent Duchistelot him oll, nn-‘ht o oonvey a
o the necoswity nt

My more  extensivi
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serious impression to English leglalntors o
least of prolonged deliboration, and ol
enquiry than has yet been mude lnto the moral and politienl s
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well as physical effects of that legislation in foreign countries,
which some persons advocate for England.
¢ Paris, November 7th, 1869.

“ Prostitution ought nndoubtedly to be governed and r : If your
Parliament would forbid and punish provocations in the public ways, keep a
watch against places of ill-fame, and proceed with rigour against the persons
who uent them, it would act wisely: but let it beware of imitating
official France, who is the prostitute of nations! (Mais qu'il se garde
d'imiter la France officielle, qui est la prostitnée des nations!) Belginm,
Austria, and even Italy have fallen as low as ourselves by reason of having
become our imitators. This law has so infamous a character as the protector
of the disorders of men, that the contempt which exists among us for the
executive authority can only be attributed to the disgust which every honest
‘man feels for every individual police functionary. In your cities the social
ovil arises from a general insufficiency of the means of subsistence among
women, from the exemption of seducers from legal penalties, from la recherche
imparfaite de la paternité, and other causes. Attack then resolutely the evil in
its beginnings, and take care always to see in men and women who corrnpt
Bociety companions who ought to be equally punished. Morality, logie, the
Eremtion of society admit of no ofgmr apprehension of the matter. You

ave the inexpressible happiness of having a moral government, responsible
funetionaries, and a Queen who is the model of every virtue of public and
}:‘rinte life. Supplicate that honourable and single-hearted woman to take
hand the cause of human dignity, of conscience and of virtue; and
obtain from the wisdom of your Parliament a solemn affirmation of the
aunthority of reason over subversive passions. Truly if you cannot withdraw
women from the batons of those policemen, who herd them like droves of
cattle in the interests of debauchery, you may abandon all hope for the

general elevation of your women of Enﬁ:;nd. ut allow me to hope better

things from the good sense of the Eng] Accept my sympathy in your
couragious efforts. Yours, &e., J. V. Daubié."”
Alexandre Dumas, (fils) writing on the same subject, winds u

a sketch of the decline of his country during the years of this oﬁciali
regulation of morals, with the following mournful and indignant
words :—* Maladroits! "When a nation, Christian, catholic even ;
when a people which invokes continually its revolution of 59,
which proclaims its desire for justice, liberty, equality, not only
for itseff but for others, is so hypoeritical, so cowardly, and so stulti-
fied as to permit that millions of girls, young, healthy, beautiful, of
whom they could make intelligent fellow-workers, faithful com-
panions and fruitful mothers, should be used for nothing but to he
made into degraded, dangerous, and barren prostitutes; such a
nation deserves that prostitution should devour it completely ; and
this it is which is now coming upon us! Axuex. Dunas.”

* By J. V. Daubi¢. Published by Ernest Thorin, 7, Rue de Medicis, Paris.
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