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medical profession. . lt ought to revolt every feeling of a surgeon's 
bettet: natm·e to a poor woman to such au ordeal against 

wtll, and I do not see how men can do it without themsolvc'> 
bemg, the for it.". On subject. the testimony of Parent 

1s fearfully whcrem he describes, in pages 
1t ts s,carcely posstble to read, the demoralization of the 

stafl employed under this system. Respectable meu 
tho office one by one, in disgust, nnd the work was 

left Lo studen ts of inferior grade and reckless character, 
upon whtch sucre<'d<'cl a state of things too nearly approachin"' 
Pa,nclemonium fot· human worcls to express. But as to the gener;i 
effect. on public morals wo need to recall to our minds the 
mcanmg of of I ho provisions ma.de a.nd the laws given by Moses 
to the J e\\1sh nat ion; " Thou shalt not seethe the kid in his 

mil!' ?" Thi s might seem a waste of tenderness, for 
netther the lud nor c?uld be of the supposecl 
outrage of natuml mstmct. Thts and stmilar laws were given 
for sake of the people, a.mong \rhom the Lord would not 
s::mctwn. even that amount of hardness or cruelty which would 

the popular mind familia.rity with an outraged sentiment 
m regard to. the matenal instincts of a poor goat. But, :tlas r 

compan son can such an outrage bear to that practised on the 
feolmgs of of thousands women, beings tenderly fashioned, 

human affectiOns and immortal souls ? (That 
ollence wtll come t lu·ough tho frailty and corrupt ion of human 
natlu:o wo know,. but it is nn awful thing for a Gorermneut to 
?o.nctton such By om· cmolty to an imals is pun­

; tho llaymg nhvo of a cat ts an offence punishable by 
1mpm onmont ; but those laws are not so much for the sake of the 
poor animals, as for the preservation of public morals it is the 
etl:'ect ?n feelings of the people of the k nowledge the p er­

J?etratwn of such cruelty tha.t is the main thing considered, and 
JUstly so. But surely_ it is a mere sentimentalism to punish au 

on a dumb annual, to shut up the serpen t house in the 
ZoologiCal Gardens from the public Yiew, in order that the terror 
of the poor mbbits destined to be devoured should not become 
a hear t-rending sight to the visitors of the gardens, 
while there 1s the remotest prospect of the sanctioning amouO" us 
of the constant and periodical tortme, in a far more subtle 

0 

and 
cruel fashion, of bei?-gs susceptible only of bodily pain but of 
the cruellest r endermg and scom oomO" of their naturnl instincts 
and human emotions : beings God made physically weaker 
thnn_ man, and spiritually his equal, not that they should be 
despttefully :tnd handled, but that they should be 
reverenced, even at theu· lowest estate, eYen as man cl:tims to be 
reverenced. Now these tenible inquisitorinl proceedings cannot 
ho kept ft·om the lmowledgo of the whole population. Not only 
t Ito mature among us, but our yom1g mon and maidens must all 
!wow of what is being constnutly enacted. The imagination of 
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the young and the puro will bo tain1A.1tl hy such lmowlodw' li1r more 
than it could be by the possible knowlmlge of anything whi<·b now 
exists. Tho conscience of men will become seared, nncl thoir 
feelings blunted. Cruelty is perhaps the most horrible of till 
vices, and one which everyone agrees needs to be watched agnin11t 
in boys and young men of the Anglo-Saxon race. .But whut. 
refining or tender influences will avail with om young men if tl1t•y 
become familiar with the horrible adjuncts of an Act such :1.11 is 
under discussion, with the utter contempt implied in them of 
persons and feelings of women? The H ebrew Law-giver did not 
permit that the instincts of the mother goat should be outraged, 
and this was because of his regard of the moral education of the 
people. But in these clays the instincts of a much worthier creature 
are recklessly and inhumanly outrnged for nu end doubtful of 
attainment, and including consequences to the male community 
solemnly to be deprecated. 

On the subject of measmes for the preven t ion of the great 
social evil the limits of this appeal. will not allow me to speak It 
is of such importance as to deserve to bo treated alone, and drawn 
out carefully. I will only mention that Duohiltelet, after a careful 
examination of the matter, attests that at the beginning of l;he 
present system in France, out of 3000 lost women in Paris, only 
35 were in a position in which they could by any means gain a. 
livelihood otherwise than by their base traffic. If statistics on 
this head could be had in England, they would reveal a pitiful 
state of things. Among the lowest class sheer hunger, among 
tho hoLier the denial to women of the admission to trades and 

tlwir wt·otehed ecluca.tion, their frequently ot·phaned 
and utlt•rly fril•ntiiPIIH Hlat.o, t.hn lloVot·o jwlgmont of society on u. 

laps(), HJ"O nmtmfo: tlw t•awwll 11 hi1·h tllld\\1 it htmumlj Kpcal<­
ing, impossible l(n- IIHIIIY lu otWIIJW the• \1111"111 littu. /1 nwmhor of 
the Moonlight l\1isHiuu acldroHHUcl 11 puur Kit· I lilt I ht• IIIUL"Ill nml 
spiritu:tl aspects of hor lif(, uf : Hhn up 11lo h.im 11 iLh hor 
haggard fuce, ancl anicl carneRUy," t 1<111)11 11ll that, HU", but 1 um 
uery, very lmngry." 1'hcao t.bon m•t• I l11• porHous of whom it ]}us 
been coarsely said, "if tboy \1 ill n11d''' u lmtlu of tboir own 
persons, they deserve to be out.rngP1l." 

It remains for me only to exproHH our t•onvietion that this our 
appeal will not fttll upon barren lwnrlH. W o proiounilly belit:lve 
in the existence of purity among BngliHhuwn, we have seen some­
thing of t.he anger which the prollpl'd ul" tho extension of the A.ct 
has aroused in the minds of just, :mn clear-thinking men, 
an anger almost as great as a wonmn mn feel, and we believe that 
this noble indignation will not bo uul"ruilful. 

Courage is needed to take up tho and your practical 
aid, fellow com1trymen, is needed n.l thi!:! crisis. Working men 
ought to be fully alive to the which threaten their 
innocent wives and daughters Lhrough mista.kes inevitably 
by the specia.l police, in all places where llrostitution is super-
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iuLondnd by the t;tate. Young women working in mills or other­
wiso jn nmnufacturing towns must be warned of the danger which 
thoro would be in walking abroad, if this Act were put in opera­
tion. Thoughtful and maternal women of the better classes 
~houl~ now take courage and do what they may by quiet influence 
m th1s. ~tter, and lastly up.o~. ministers of religion of every 
denommahon, a grave r esponsibility r ests. t;ome articles on this 
subject appeared in the lJctily N ews, i11 J 8G3, when these 
proposals were first made in connection with garrison towns, from 
one of which I extract the following:-

" There is evidence, accessible to all, that the regulation system creates 
honors worse than those which it is supposed to r estrain. Vice once 
stimula~cd by such a ~ystem imagines and dares all unutterable things ; and 
Buoh thmgs perplex w1th misery the lives of parents of missing children in 
oontinoutnl chic~, nnd daunt the courage of rulers, and madden the moral 
souse, nnd gnaw tho conscience of whole orders of sinners and sufferers, of 
whom \VO cnu form no coucoption here. We shall have entered upon our 
Dflti~n~l tlccliuo whenever w~ ngree to the introduction of such a system; 
and 1t JM only ncct•HRnry to l•rmg the case fairly before the public conscience 
to HOourc1 nR nga.in~t nuy such fatal lapse. 

" 'l'hu clul"f.'Y OUI(ht to ho looking to this, nnd we trust they m·e. '!'hey nre 
ohargtd, nhovo o_tlwr rhtsMcs, "ith the promotion of education in our country, 
antl wlth tllu c nllghll'lllut•nt of individual conocience which is the secu1·ity of 
all I hilt \1 o c•nn• fell' UH u Jll'oplo. Why do not they r emonstrate when vile 
autl corrupting JI~Ul>OHalH nrn jJUblicly made? or, have th ey attempted to 
spMk, unci hct·n Hllt•nc~tl f lf limy do not feel qunlitied to form nn opinion, 
wJ1y do lhoy not •uvcstlgatc tho !nels? But if tllc>y \l ho can tell uH most of 
ti.H mOJ·oiH of 11rivnto lilu "ill uot hoKlir thcm~elvcK, there> 11rc many more 
who llJll(ht nnd out-tbt; and our bt•l iu! is, that i f those gentlemen of l!;nglnnd 
wltu hnvt•, nr <'1111 oiJlnin, n convit-tion ns to the course to he tnlien under 
P!"l Hc•nt oirrnmHtnnco wero to apeak their winds. the proposals we have 
dJsonaeod would be scouted, decisively and for ever." 

~ne word on the utter uselessness of the proposed measm·es. 
lt lB precisely on the material side that experience at home and 
abroad most fully proves the advisers of the adoption of this 
meas~e to be wrong. The assertion of all these men is, " the 
mater1al. advant~~es of such a measm·e are unquestioned and 
unquest10nable, ii only they can be carried without moral evil.'" 
The reply is, "the ma~rial advantages are not only not proved, 
they aro absolutely disp1·oved by the £"lets and statistics of all 
coun~rios.''. 1'be applicat~on of ~Sanitary Act to one sex alone, is, 
1 believe, mih~ut parallel m the history of England. It is impossible 
to Rta~p out d1sease where half of those who are conveying the 
contagwn are tmder no sm-veillance or control whatever. A 
'':oman dis~sed with a certificate of sound health may become 
dtReased mthin an hour after such dismissal, and is ii·om that time 
till the next periodical Sillllmons in a condition to contaminate 
many. This is precisely the point on which meilical witnesses 
from P aris are staggered, and on which t.hoy have no answer to 
g• vo. On this head Parliament has statist.ics enough to refer to. 
Lot. thorn learn from t~o~e statistics the uselessness of the proposed 
lllOI\.IIuro11. We are willing that the matter should be fuirly fought. 

:u; 

out on tho nmt orinl ~l"tlllllcl oul.h tiu· ou thi>~ ..:-c•nu1.11l wo .lmvo. 
nothing to i(ll\1' appPnli u~ nH wo do to thu lllc'olllt 1~ 1 11t l ,l lol(ll' of 
facts. \Vo lu;,,,. mwt•rt lwloHM tlwu~l il it. 1·ight n1 t1l llc>l•clt'ul to 
remiJHl JOU, fellOW C0lll1L~·yrnon, of t I tt l wnig~il y IIIIIC'Id C"llllllltilll"ll 
tions which are involved m the pt·e:;n n t q IIClKI wu. . 

In conclusion, let it not be suppo!il'Ll t hat, ii lm~ 1'11>~1. ll~t ht t I.e 
to break through the rule of ~:~iJonc<' i rn poHed hy Hot:u•t y 11 pwc 
women when such matters are to be h·calcd ; nor t l111t 11. lmH I Hit 11 

at a sm~ll cost to om-selves that we h:wo gone into lIto umtt 111• m 
all its details. W e will say as little as possible of om· own nwnlnl 
sufferings, but we would say to oth_er wom~n "Let, nono nn tnl' 
this chamber of horrors except to a1d the fhllen and to Iilii, Llw 
captive fi·ee.'' Charity, and anger against w~ong nre h_owovt~l" 
at times motives more powe~ th~n the d,esn:e to confo_r1~1 iu 
conventional rules and to av01d all r1sk of offending the fashdiou~. 
A lady expresses tlw feelings of many of us . in writing thus : 
· ' God lmows, it is no blasphemy to say 1t , there ~re many 
Gethsemanes on earth to sad and suffering souls. I think some­
times we cb.·ink of t hat eup, and are baptized into that .uaptis11_1, 
and if we believe in good at all, we must believe t hat Infimte love IH 
suffering and pityina with us.'' While enduring censure, as :we 
must, for daring to ~peak, and whiJe sufiering_ m_uch secret angmsb 
of soul, we are yet sustained by t he conVlctwn that we have 
fulfilled a solemn and painful duty. 

, AN ENGLISH MOTHER. 

P 0 H 'I' H ( II I I' 'I', 

• The following is an oxtmc•l h 11111 11 ldt• 1 11 c•1 h11l •lnrn thn 
above appeal wns written. I t • ~ 111 <111 th•J 11111Iu~• ttl 11 lutll}, \\ldc•ll 
is well worthy of study," l.n l•lltlllll! Jlllll\ 1• 1111 11 Hl1\du.' • 
These words, written by 1L Jl' 111u 11 lu 1 Ill 111111 111111 1 • filii I I' ll 
not inferior to Pnrcnt D~~e·l1fllo !11 h lr11 • I, ttllf Ill tu c'IIII\I'.Y 11 

serious impression to J•;lll(lh• h J, fll l•tl~tl f! ftM Itt tluo IIC'C'I Mlty ILl 

least of prolonged dcllllPIIIIIull , fllul ttl l11 11111111 1 lun~ivc 
enquiry than bus yot iJUC'II 1H11 cl1t i11tu lluJ 11 111 1111 111111 pllllttcml 1111 
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well as physical effects of that legislation m foreign countries, 
which some persons advocate for England. 

" Paris , November 7th, 1869. 
"Prostitution ought undou btedly to be governed and r epressed : If your 

Parliamen t would forbid and punish provocations in the public w&ys, keep a 
wo.tch against places of ill·famo, and proceed with rigour against the persons 
who frequent them, i t would act wisely: but let i t beware of imitating 
official France, who is t he p1·ostitut~ of nations! (l\Iais qu'il se garde 
d'imiter Ia France oflicielle, qui est Ia prostitu~e des nations!) Belgium, 
Austria, and even I taly have fallen as low as our selves by r eason of h aving 
become our imitators. This lo.w has so infamous a character ns the protector 
of the disorder s of men, that the contempt which e::rlsts among us for the 
executive authority cau only be attributed to the disgust whioh every honest 
mnn feels for ever y individual police functionary. In your cities the social 
evil arises from a general insufficiency of the means of subsistence among 
women, from the exemption of seducers from legal penalties, from la rec lurcltf 
i111parjait~ de la patt rniU, and other causes. Attack thou r esolutely the evil in 
its beginnings, and to.ke care always to see in men and women who corrupt 
society companions who ought to be ~qu.ally punished. 1\forali ty, Iogie, the 
preservation of society admit of no other apprehension of the matter. You 
have the inexpressible happiness of having n. moral government, r esponsible 
functionaries, and a Queen who is the model of every virtue of public nn(l 
private lifo. Supplicate that honourable nnd ~ingle·hearted woman to take 
in hand the co.use of human dignity, of conscience and of virtue ; and 
obtain from the wisdom of your Parliament 11 solemn affirmation of the 
authori ty of r eason over subversive passions. Truly if you cannot withdra1v 
women from the batons of those policemen , who h er d them like drove.; of 
cat tle in the interests of debauchery, yon may a bandon o.ll hope for the 
g~ner&l elevation of your women of England. Bu t allow mo to hope brtter 
things f rom tho good sense of tho English . Accept my sympathy in ~·our 
conragions cfibrts. Yours, &c., J. V. Daubie." 

Alexandre Dumas, (fils) writing on the same subject, muds up 
a ~ketch ot the decline of his eo1mtry during the years of this offieial 
rf'gulation of morals, with the following mournful and indig11ant 
words :-" l\faladroits ! When a nation, Christian, catholic ewn : 
:vhen a people which invokes continually its revolution of ·~9, 
which proclaims its desire for justice, liberty, equality, not only 
for itself but for others, is so hypocritical, so cowardly, and so stulti­
fied as to permit that millions of girls, young, healthy, beautiful, of 
whom they cou.ld make intelligent fellow-workers, fi1ithful com­
panions and fi·uitful mothers, should he liRf'd foL· uolhing but to be 
made into degraded, dangerous, and bru-ren prosiitut.es ; such a 
nation deserves that prostitution should doyour it completely; and 
this it is which is now coming upon us! ALEx. Dtnu.s." 

• By J. V. Daubill. Published by E rnest Thoriu , 7, Rue de l\Iedicis, Paris. 
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