
BEDLINGTON SALVATION ARMY 
Corps Newsletter          Issue 9 July 2020 

Pastor’s Corner 

 
The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the 
potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, 
as seemed good to him. Jeremiah 18:4 

What caused the clay to spoil in the potter’s hand? 
And if we are meant to understand ourselves as the 
clay, what then causes us to spoil and need to be   
reworked? Our answers to these questions have    
massive implications for how we view God, ourselves, 
and our relationship with him. 

On the one hand, you could read this as a story of 
God’s failed attempt at making something beautiful. 
The clay isn’t the problem, the potter is. Disappointed 
by his efforts, he scraps the project and sets about to 
try again. However, this interpretation flies in the face 
of what the Scripture actually says about God as     
creator. Genesis reminds us that “God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very  
good”  (Genesis 1:31). God is infinitely creative and is 
pleased with the beauty of his creation, so much so 
that he longs to be with us and for us to be with him.  

As such, the only other way to understand this pas-
sage is that we, the clay, have resisted the creative 
work of the skilled potter. We want to fashion our-
selves into something of our own making, rather than 
submitting to his guiding hand. Perhaps we doubt his 
goodness and ability to create something good and so 
we instead try and take matters into our own hands. 
Yet as salvation history reminds us, every effort at life 
apart from the goodness and glory of God leaves us 
unmade and undone, like a pile of clay without any 
form, shape, or direction.  

The power of this story lies in the fact that God is   
continually bringing beauty out of brokenness and   
order out of chaos. He looks upon his creation, once  
perfect yet now marred by the stain of sin, and he sets 
about the work of new creation. When the Lord looks 
upon the lump of clay, his children suffering under the 
weight of their own self-love, does he discard them 
and start from scratch? No! As Jeremiah reminds us, 
the potter takes the clay and “reworks it into another 
vessel, as seems good to him.”  

Whatever your pain, sorrow, or wound may be,   
whether self-inflicted or inflicted upon you, trust that 
the Lord’s ways are good and so his process of       
recreation is making you into something beautiful. The 
Lord longs for you to be a vessel, fashioned in his very 
likeness and a means by which he shares his love 
through you to the world he loves. 

 

Mission Statement 

Called to be disciples 

Of Jesus Christ, 
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Save souls 

  Grow saints 

    Serve suffering humanity, and 

      Fight for Social justice. 

 



What is Love? 

 My preferred daily devotional material is the Salvation Army’s “Words of Life”. 

 Some months ago the selected readings and comments were taken from 1 Corinthians including Chapter 13 which we know as the “love chapter”; verses with which many will 

be very familiar and may even have been memorised.  

 Since then I have thought and prayed for guidance to the understanding of these verses; I just felt I was missing something that was more spiritual and theological in its     

interpretation. Particularly the last verse, “There are three things that last forever: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of the three is love” (REB). 

 I have discovered that with age comes a greater awareness of mortality. Hence the focus on the words, “faith”, “hope” and “love”. I have read a number of commentaries on      

1 Corinthians 13, none of which seem to dwell on any deeper meaning or provide an in-depth explanation or definition of the words. I found that frustrating because I was convinced 

in my own mind that Paul was attempting to say something profound in these verses, especially when he concludes with those three words.  

 One day, shortly afterwards, I had what I can only describe as an epiphany. It came to me in the form of an equation when Albert Einstein’s famous theory of relativity for some 

reason came into my mind. Einstein’s theory is expressed as; e = mc2 where e is energy, m is mass and c is the speed of light. What came to my mind was e =   where e is 

eternity, f is faith, h is hope and l is love. Love is the common denominator of all that exists, for the bible tells us that God is love (1 John 4 v16). I have shared this with a few friends 

who seem be sympathetic to my view. 

 I confess to a certain comfort from this thought in relation to my own belief under the microscope of immortality. Imagine then, my amazement when a few days ago a friend 

produced the following transcript of a letter written by Einstein to his daughter Leisel. 

 “When I proposed the theory of relativity very few understood me, and what I will reveal now to transmit to mankind will also collide with the misunderstanding and prejudice in 

the world. 

 I ask you to guard the letter as long as necessary; years, decades until society is advanced enough to accept what I will explain below. 

 There is an extremely powerful force that, so far, science has not found a formal explanation to. It is a force that includes and governs all others and is even behind any     

phenomenon operating in the universe and has not yet been identified by us. This universal force is LOVE. 

 When scientists looked for a unified theory of the universe they forgot the most powerful unseen force. Love is light that enlightens those who give and receive it. Love is gravity 

because it makes some people feel attracted to others. Love is power because it multiplies the best we have and allows humanity not to be extinguished in their  blind selfishness. 

Love unfolds and reveals. For love we live and die. Love is God and God is Love. 

 This force explains everything and gives meaning to life. This is the variable that we have ignored for too long; maybe because we are afraid of love because it is the only  

energy in the universe that man has not learned to drive at will. 

 To give visibility to love, I made a simple substitution in my most famous equation. If, instead of e = mc² , we accept that the energy to heal the world can be obtained through 

love multiplied by the speed of light squared, we arrive at the conclusion that love is the most powerful force there is because it has no limits.  

 After the failure of humanity in the use and control of the other forces in the universe that have turned against us, it is urgent that we nourish ourselves with another kind of  

energy…   

 

 If we want our species to survive, if we want to find meaning in life, if we want to save the world and every sentient being that inhabits it, love is the one and only answer. 

 Perhaps we are not yet ready to make a bomb of love, a device powerful enough to destroy the hate, selfishness and greed that devastate the planet. 

 However, each individual carries within them a small but powerful generator of love whose energy is waiting to be released. 

 When we learn to give and receive this energy, dear Leisel, we will have affirmed that love conquers all, is able to transcend everything and anything, because love is the   

quintessence of life. 

 I deeply regret  not  having been able to express what is in my heart, which has quietly beaten for you all my life. Maybe it’s too late to apologise but as time is relative I need to 

tell you that I love you and thanks to you I have reached the ultimate answer! 

Your father, 

Albert Einstein” 





JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Isabel Reid—1st 

John Elliott—2nd 

Lyndsay Gibson—6th 

Sheila Pattison—8th 

Colin Lightley—13th 

Jacqueline Burn—16th 

Lucy Smith—17th 

Adam Escritt—17th 

Shiela Dixon—20th 

Barbara Kennedy—22nd 

Ann Charlton—24th 

Ethan Hodgson—25th 

Ann Greenacre—26th 

Steve Gibson—29th 
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

John & Beverley—4th 

Ron & Gwen—12th 

Steve & Lyndsay—31st 

Derek & Sylvia—31st 


