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The gift of tongues is communicating God’s 
message in a special language unknown to the 
speaker. The language can be interpreted by others 
with the gift of interpretation, or it can be part of 
a private conversation with God. To those who 
don’t know what tongues are, it sounds like a lot 
of gibberish!

In the Christian faith, speaking in tongues and the 
interpretation of tongues are perhaps the gifts of 

the Spirit that have caused the most controversy. 
Christians tend to have different opinions on 
these gifts. Some say speaking in tongues is not a 
spiritual gift; others say it is a gift. Some say the gift 
was only for first-century Church; others believe 
tongues to be evidence of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. Some believe that this gift should only be 
used as part of a Christian’s personal prayer life, 
whilst others think it can be used publicly. 

IF YOU HAVE THIS SPIRITUAL GIFT 
YOU WILL:

Be able to speak words of an unknown 
language when you pray, and sense a con-
nection to God through these words.

Feel God sometimes prompting you to 
communicate a message during a time 
of prayer in a specific language that you 
don’t understand.

Find that these unknown words come 
naturally to you, and are not forced. 

Use this gift when you run out of human 
words to express how you are feeling to 
God.

OTHERS CAN SPEAK DIFFERENT KINDS OF LANGUAGES, AND STILL OTHERS CAN TELL 
WHAT THESE LANGUAGES MEAN. (1 CORINTHIANS 12:10 CEV)

THE GIFT OF 

ORIGINAL GREEK WORD: GLOSSOLALIA  
THIS TERM IS DERIVED FROM TWO GREEK WORDS: GLÕSSAI, WHICH MEANS 
‘TONGUES’ OR ‘LANGUAGES’, AND LALIEN WHICH MEANS ‘TO SPEAK’.

.

Tongues 

BIBLICAL EXAMPLE
Acts 2:1–13 – The disciples spoke in 
tongues after the Holy Spirit came 
at Pentecost.

BE CAREFUL
Don’t think that speaking in tongues is a sign 
of superior spirituality to others who don’t 
have this gift.
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Your  
notes... 

 
Who do you know who demonstrates this gift?

Jot down an example of when you have seen this gift in action.

Do you think you may have this gift?   
 
Yes    Maybe   No

Why?

‘The night that I asked God to reveal himself in and through me at a summer school worship 
event named ‘Sanctuary’, was the beginning of a fantastic new dimension to my spiritual 
journey and one that has revolutionised my prayer life forever. 

Speaking in tongues had never really been on my ‘to do’ list, but when I was praying for 
someone very precious to me that evening, the Holy Spirit took over my words and I began 
to speak in an unknown language in earthly senses. It was one of the most bizarre and yet 
exhilarating experiences of my life. I felt like I had no control of what was coming out of my 
mouth but the peace and excitement that I experienced was unmatchable. 

Four years on, praying in tongues still plays a vital role in my prayer life. It’s not the 
uncontrollable wave that it was in the beginning. With time it has refined and often provides 
my most intimate moments with God, for when I don’t have or know the words, the Holy Spirit 
most certainly does and that’s amazing!

As with all gifts, it’s not for everyone, it definitely doesn’t make me a ‘better Christian’ and it 
may only be for a season, but for as long as I can, I shall enjoy experiencing God in this way. 
Why not pray on it? God may just reveal himself in this way to you too.’

Helen
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