
Awareness-raising is imperative in the fight against human 
trafficking. When a community knows the signs of trafficking and 
is mobilised to respond, they are better equipped to stop this 
horrific crime from destroying people’s lives.

In Lake Sebu, on the southern island of Mindanao in the 
Philippines, a group of women have joined together to highlight 
the injustice of human trafficking. The Tulon Self-Help Group 
meets together at the local Salvation Army hall to make bracelets 
and necklaces which they then sell as an awareness-raising tool 
as well as income generation for group members.

The jewellery features three colours with each one serving as a 
reminder for the wearer: red (trafficking must be stopped), yellow 
(be alert to traffickers’ threats) and green (go and do something).

Captain Merlinda Boone, a Salvation Army officer (minister) in the 
Philippines, works alongside local officers, staff and volunteers 
to support the project and help groups to find different ways 
to reach out to their communities. She said, ‘I  want  the 
community  to  be  aware that  the  i ssue of  human 
traff ick ing ex is ts  not  on ly  abroad ,  but  a l so  l oca l ly. ’

An aware and alert community is safer from the threats and false 
promises of traffickers, and with opportunities to work together 
for a decent living, the temptation to take risky offers is reduced.

T U L O N  S E L F - H E L P  G R O U P
Cecilia is a retired Salvation Army officer (minister) who lives in 
General Santos, Philippines. Having been actively involved in 
previous local anti-trafficking projects, Cecilia was keen to get 
involved in the Community Awareness and Recovery project  
when it began. 

Cecilia’s role within the project, as well as raising awareness 
about the issue of human trafficking, is as a host family. Cecilia 
hosts survivors of trafficking for a short time before they can be 
repatriated to their own families.

The safe and welcoming environment she provides gives people a 
place of sanctuary as they recover in the immediate aftermath of 
their experiences. 

Joharia is one of the people who stayed with Cecilia, having been 
picked up by law enforcement at Manila airport when she was 
on route to work as a house maid in Saudi Arabia. Joharia felt 
supported by Cecilia, whom she affectionately refers to as ‘Nana’. 
She said, ‘I  was rea l ly  happy because  [Cec i l ia ]  i s  l ike  a 
second Mum to  me… Nana made me fee l  happy,  she ’ s 
a lways there  to  support  me . ’

Cecilia got involved in the project because she feels called by God 
to support and care for those who are vulnerable. Though she was 
nervous to host people, she said, ‘I  trust  Jesus .  I prayed 
to  the  Lord ,  “He lp  me to  accommodate  we l l . ”  I want 
to  he lp  peop le  to  overcome the ir  experiences  and to 
impart  awareness  [about  human traff ick ing ] . ’
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Mercy and her husband were struggling to provide for their  
three children. 

She was desperate to earn enough to give her family a good life. So 
when a friend approached her with an opportunity to work abroad 
and earn a decent wage, it seemed too good a chance to pass up. 
Mercy was told that all of her travel expenses would be paid.

Mercy was taken to Jordan to work as a domestic maid, but 
received no pay for her work. All of her earnings had gone directly 
to her recruiter. When she complained, Mercy was treated poorly, 
given little food and allowed to sleep only three hours a night.

‘I  thought  about  ending my l i fe .  But  I was thinking 
about  my fami ly.  I kept  te l l ing myse l f  to  be  s trong . ’

Eventually, Mercy reached out to the Philippines embassy and they 
helped her to escape. 

Back at home, a Salvation Army volunteer visited Mercy’s 
community and told her about their Community Awareness and 
Recovery project which was supporting survivors of trafficking.

With the help of the project, Mercy opened a small retail business 
which provides enough money to pay for school fees and other 
expenses, and was given two goats to breed, raise and sell to boost 
the family’s income. She also weaves scarves and clothes which she 
sells through a local organisation.

Mercy said, ‘My l i fe  i s  very dif ferent  from before .  We 
can have food on the  tab le  every day.  I ’m happy 
because  now I ’m ab le  to  move on . ’

M E R C Y ’ S  S T O R Y
Jonathan and his brother were recruited to work on a pineapple 
plantation a couple of hours’ drive from their home in General 
Santos. They were excited at the opportunity for work.

During the first month, they received good food, pay and were 
able to rest after work. However, this soon stopped. They  
worked hard but received a much lower salary than they had  
been promised.

Other workers were becoming sick, but no medical care was 
provided. ‘I  was afraid for  my l i fe ’ , Jonathan said, ‘ one 
of  the  other workers  died and I was so  afraid this 
would happen to  me too . ’  They were desperate to escape.

People living locally were aware of the conditions on the 
plantation, so helped the men escape. They brought a tricycle to a 
side gate which the brothers used to get away. 

Though relieved to escape the exploitation, Jonathan felt he had 
failed his family. He said, ‘I  fe l t  gui l ty  that  I cou ldn ’ t 
br ing money for  my fami ly. ’

When he returned home, Jonathan was helped through The 
Salvation Army’s Community Awareness and Recovery project to 
set up a fish-selling business which enables him to earn a living.

‘ The  Sa lvat ion Army was the  on ly  organisat ion that 
fo l l owed through on i t s  promise  to  he lp  us .  The 
recovery support  was a b ig he lp  because  now I can 
provide for  my fami ly. ’

J O N A T H A N ’ S  S T O R Y
With your help, we can bring the injustice of human trafficking 
to an end. Will you stand alongside survivors as they reclaim the 
promise that exists within them and rebuild their lives?

£10 could mobilise a community to protect themselves and each 
other from trafficking

£40 could pay for a seminar which empowers women to find their 
worth and realise their potential

£76 could provide accommodation, medical care and living costs 
to a survivor of trafficking

Give a donation to your local Salvation Army corps or Family 
Ministries group

Donate online: salvationarmy.org.uk/unseenpromise

H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P
The promise of a better life is a tempting offer.

For those living in poverty, in even the most beautiful parts of the 
world, the dream of providing for your family becomes a constant 
and agonising ache.

In the Philippines – a sun-kissed paradise of more than 7,000 
tropical islands – one in five people live in poverty and the luscious 
setting shrouds an ugliness which lies beneath the surface.

Preying on the vulnerable, traffickers deceive and exploit, enticing 
people with the promise of dreams fulfilled.

Desperate to support those they love, people believe the lies and 
accept opportunities to journey away from home unaware of the 
reality which awaits them.

The promises remain unseen and the dreams remain unrealised.

Traffickers see people merely as commodities, ignoring the truth of 
who they are – children of God, full of promise and dearly loved by 
the One who created them.

The Salvation Army is raising awareness of the reality of trafficking, 
mobilising communities to protect themselves, supporting 
survivors and helping to improve opportunities at home so the 
drive to leave is lessened.

Through prevention, protection and partnership, we are supporting 
people to reclaim the promise that exists within them and rebuild 
their lives.

Will you join us?

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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