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Welcome to Worship
Song 37

            ‘Immortal, invisible, God only wise …’
	Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible, hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, 
the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, 
Thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, 
Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above
Thy clouds, which are 
fountains of goodness and love.


	1. To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small;
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish;

but naught changeth Thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render; oh, help us to see
’Tis only the splendour of light hideth Thee.
                                                                  Walter C. Smith



Prayer                                         We often rush into words of prayer.

But we find God when we take time to be quiet.

Be still and know that I Am God.
                                                                                     Amen
Give unto us, 0 Lord, that quietness of mind in which we can hear you speaking to us, for your own name's sake. 

Lord, you have taught us in your word that there is 
a time to speak and a time to keep silence.

As we thank you for the power of speech, 
we pray for the grace of silence.

Make us as ready to listen as we are to talk,

ready to listen to your voice in the quietness of our hearts,
and ready to listen to other people who need a sympathetic ear. 
Show us when to open our mouths and when to hold our peace 
that we may glorify you both in speech and in silence

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

                                                                                                     Frank Colquhoun

Each year there are certain passages of scripture that we read, the main one’s being around Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Remembrance Sunday. What do we understand of these scriptures? They tell us of the life of Jesus, but we haven’t seen Him, and how we should live, and apply these scriptures to our daily life. 

I would like us to be reminded of Thomas, a disciple (follower) of Jesus that first Easter after Jesus had risen from the dead. Thomas, because he hadn’t seen Jesus, when he had first appeared to the disciples, doubted their word, because he wasn’t there, and Jesus said to him:

“Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Those words, ‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed’. They refer to us. Do you believe?

Song 34

                     ‘I believe that God the Father…’

	I believe that God the Father
Can be seen in God the Son;
In the gentleness of Jesus
Love for all the world is shown.
Though men crucify their Saviour,
And His tenderness rebuff,
God is love, the cross is saying;
Calvary is proof enough.
I believe in transformation;
God can change the hearts of men,
And refine the evil nature
Till it glows with grace again.
Others may reject the weakling –
I believe He can be strong;
To the family of Jesus
All God’s children may belong.

	In a world of shifting values,
There are standards that remain;
I believe that holy living
By God’s grace we may attain.
All would hear the Holy Spirit
If they listen to His voice;
Every Christian may be Christlike
And in liberty rejoice.
All the promises of Jesus
Are unchanged in every way;
In my yesterdays I proved them;
I believe them for today.
Still God gives His willing servant
Full equipment for the task;
Power is found by those who seek it,
Grace is given to those who ask.
                                                                John Gowans


These words written by John Gowans offer encouragement
and affirmation of our faith in today’s troubled world.
Hebrews 11:1 - Faith in Action
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for
and assurance about what we do not see.”
What we see in this verse in Hebrews 11:1 is that this assurance isn’t the result of wishful or positive thinking, it’s confidence in the God we can’t see, but whose existence is a true reality in the universe, which is displayed in His creation. Which we see in Psalm 19:1,
“The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”
And again in Genesis 1:1,

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
And then He made visible by revealing His invisible character and ways in His Son, Jesus, who came and showed His Father’s love for us. And as Paul says, ‘We walk by faith, and not by sight’, we don’t walk alone, and the unseen God walks with us each step of the way.

So the two words which describe our faith is confidence and assurance (certainty. Two qualities which need a beginning and ending. The beginning of faith is believing in God’s character, some of which we read of in the Psalms, ‘He’s our rork’, ‘Salvation’, ‘Refuge’, ‘and Strength’, and much more, He is who He says.
The end point is believing in God’s promises – He will do what He says. He will fulfil His promises, some of which He says, “He will not leave us or forsake us, He is with us”. We have to learn to trust Him.

Song 892


       ‘Simply trusting every day …’

	Simply trusting every day;

Trusting through a stormy way;

Even when my faith is small,

Trusting Jesus, that is all.

Trusting as the moments fly,

Trusting as the days go by,

Trusting Him, whate’er befall,

Trusting Jesus, that is all.

Brightly doth His Spirit shine

Into this poor heart of mine;

While He leads I cannot fall,

Trusting Jesus, that is all.
	Singing if my way be clear,

Praying if the path be drear;

If in danger, for Him call,

Trusting Jesus, that is all.

Trusting Him while life shall last,

Trusting Him till earth is past,

Till His gracious advent call,

Trusting Jesus, that is all.
                                                              Edgar P. Stites


When we began we saw that faith is confidence and assurance. Have we had the confidence to come to Jesus? Trusting Him to forgive us our sin? To make right with God our relationship with Him?
And having that assurance of our sin forgiven.

As the Song 455 verse 1 says, 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine;
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God;
Born of His spirit, washed in His blood.

And the first two lines of the Chorus,

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Saviour all the day long.
Song 809


          ‘On God’s Word relying…’

	On God's Word relying, 

Every doubt defying, 

Faith is heard replying; 

Praise God, I believe! 

I believe in God the Father, 

I believe in God the Son, 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

Blessed Godhead, Three in One. 

I believe in a full salvation, 

In redemption through the blood; 

I believe I'll receive a crown of life 

When I hear the Lord's: Well done!
	Confidence unshaken; 

When bereft, forsaken, 

E'en if life be taken, 

Praise God, I believe! 

Peace and joy unending 

In my soul are blending, 

Faith on love depending, 

Praise God, I believe! 
                                                             Arnold Brown



Prayer

Father, sometimes it's a struggle to believe what I can't see. 
Nevertheless, You've promised Your faithful love 
and that You'll never leave me or forsake me. 
Help me to rest in that promise.   Amen
                                                                                           Bill Crowder

Benediction – Song 691 verse 3 & Chorus

God is your wisdom, God is your Might,
God‟s ever near you, guiding you right;
He understands you, knows all you need;
trusting in Him you‟ll surely succeed.

Keep on believing, Jesus is near,
keep on believing, there‟s nothing to fear;
Keep on believing, this is the way,
Faith in the night, as well as the day.
                                                                                       Lucy M. Booth-Hellberg
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for


And assurance about what we do not see” 


                                                                                                 Hebrews 11:1
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