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Chatteris Connect
Special
Thoughts & Prayers
For

HRH Philip – Duke of Edinburgh
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Dear Friends,

It would be remiss of us if we didn’t make mention of the passing of HRH Prince Philip. We have seen and heard much about his life over the past few days. A life of dedication and service both to the Her Majesty the Queen and the country.
I don’t know about you, but I have learned so much more about the man and his commitment to making life so much better for so many people who have done and are doing the Duke of Edinburgh’s awards, both here in the UK and around the world, and also for the many charities that he has been involved in. Going about a lot of it quietly, not necessarily in the public eye, but making an impact on society for so many years.

We must also not forget that he was also a Military Veteran, having served his country in the Royal Navy in WW11 in the Far East and in the Mediterranean Sea in which he saved the lives of his crew by quick, evasive and brave action when they were under a bombing attack from the Italian Air Force. Many have spoken of his kindness, directness and support. He went on to take command of his own ship HMS Magpie.

We must not forget also, that he was also the husband to Her Majesty the Queen for 73 years and her Prince Consort. He became a father, grandfather and great-grandfather who played a vital role, as well as being a part of each of his family’s lives, helping, guiding and supporting them, not forgetting the fun that he was. What do we say, with so great a loss?

First and foremost, we thank God for his life and commitment to the nation and his family. We also pray for Her Majesty the Queen and family in their time of grief and mourning.
As we are unable to meet together, the Salvation Army, in conjunction with other Christian Churches, have received details from Lambeth Palace, of Commemorative Services produced by the Archbishop of Canterbury for the Church of England that can be shared as one during this time of remembrance. These include prayers and thoughts which you can use in your devotions, and as we share in this time together.
REFLECTION:

We share this time to remember before God His Royal Highness PHILIP, Duke of Edinburgh, to renew our trust and confidence in Christ, and to pray that together we may be one in him, through whom we offer our prayers and praises to the Father.
Bible Reading – Romans 8:38-39
‘I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’
Hymn – ‘The Lord is my shepherd’
	The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;

He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; He leadeth me

The quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again,

And me to walk doth make

Within the paths of righteousness,

E’en for His own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,

Yet will I fear no ill;

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod

And staff me comfort still.
	My table Thou hast furnished

In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,

And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life

Shall surely follow me,

And in God’s house forevermore

My dwelling-place shall be.

                                                  W. Whittingham / F. Rous


Bible Reading – Psalm 107:23-32 (NIV)
‘Some went out on the sea in ships; they were merchants on the mighty waters. They saw the works of the Lord, his wonderful deeds in the deep. For he spoke and stirred up a tempest that lifted high the waves. They mounted up to the heavens and went down to the depths; in their peril their courage melted away. They reeled and staggered like drunkards; they were at their wits’ end. Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he brought them out of their distress. He stilled the storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed. They were glad when it grew calm, and he guided them to their desired haven. Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind. Let them exalt him in the assembly of the people and praise him in the council of the elders.’

Prayers:
Merciful Father and Lord of all life, we praise you that we are made in your image and reflect your truth and light. We thank you for the life of His Royal Highness PHILIP, Duke of Edinburgh, for the love he received from you and showed among us. Above all, we rejoice at your gracious promise to all your servants, living and departed, that we shall rise again at the coming of Christ. And we ask that in due time we may share with your servant Philip that clearer vision, promised to us in the same Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort: deal graciously, we pray, with all who mourn, the members of the Royal Family, this Nation and all the Nations of the Commonwealth, that casting all our care on you, we may know the consolation of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done in earth,

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever. Amen.
Hymn – ‘O God our help in ages past…’
	O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

Beneath the shadow of your throne
your people lived secure;
sufficient is your arm alone,
and our defence is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
or earth from darkness came,
from everlasting you are God,
to endless years the same.


	A thousand ages in your sight
are like an evening gone;
short is the watch that ends the night,
before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
will bear us all away;
we pass forgotten, as a dream
dies with the dawning day.

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come:
be our defence while life shall last,
and our eternal home!
                                                                      Isaac Watts


Commendation

Into your hands, O Father and Lord, we commend your servant, PHILIP, Duke of Edinburgh. Enlighten him with your holy grace and suffer him never to be separated from you, O Lord in Trinity, God everlasting. 
(After St. Edmund of Abingdon (1170–1240))
Blessing
May God in his infinite love and mercy bring the whole Church, living and departed, to a joyful resurrection and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
The National Anthem

God save our gracious Queen,

Long live our noble Queen,

God save the Queen.

Send her victorious,

Happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us:

God save the Queen.
Pauline Cook (Major)
