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Welcome to Worship

‘Easter Sunday - The Joy of Easter’

‘He is not here – He has Risen’

The Good News is heard all around the world today just as joyfully as it was spread from disciple to disciple on that very first Easter morning.

Bible Reading – Matthew 28:5-8

‘The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.’
Song 218

                ‘Christ the Lord is risen today…’

	 Christ, the Lord, is risen today!'
Hallelujah!
Sons of men and angels say:
Hallelujah!
Raise your joys and triumphs high;
Hallelujah!
Sing, ye heavens; thou earth, reply:
Hallelujah!

Love's redeeming work is done!
Fought the fight, the battle won:
Lo! The sun's eclipse is o’er,
Lo! He sets in blood no more.

	Vain the stone, the watch, the seal,
Christ hath burst the gates of hell;
Death in vain forbids him rise;
Christ hath opened paradise.
Lives again our glorious King;
Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once he died, our souls to save;
Where's thy victory, boasting grave?

Soar we now where Christ has led,
Following our exalted head;
Made like him, like him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.
                                                                  Charles Wesley


Prayer

Triumphant Christ, thank you for allowing all who believe in you to share in your resurrection victory. We praise you for destroying for ever the power of death, and for releasing health and goodness and gladness into our dying world. 
O Saviour, we tremble at the sight of your wounds which were made for our salvation. We are transfixed at your risen glory, through which we have eternal life. 

Thank you for being the hope of the world. Thank you for releasing captives. Thank you for rising to new life in all your splendour. And thank you that we are alive radiantly alive - in you. Amen
Colin Fairclough
Song 237
              ‘All Heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord…’

	All heaven declares
The glory of the risen Lord.
Who can compare
With the beauty of the Lord?
Forever He will be
The Lamb upon the throne.
I gladly bow the knee
And worship Him alone.
	I will proclaim
The glory of the risen Lord,
Who once was slain
To reconcile man to God.
Forever You will be
The Lamb upon the throne.
I gladly bow the knee
And worship You alone.
                                                      Noel & Tricia Richards


Song 236


‘All hail the Lamb, enthroned on high…’
All hail the Lamb, enthroned on high,
His praise shall be, our battle cry,
He reigns victorious, forever glorious,
His name is Jesus, He is the Lord.
                                                                                  Dave Bilbrough
Bible Reading – Revelation 5:12

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
    and honour and glory and praise!”
Bible Verses – Matthew 28:1-4

Jesus Has Risen

‘After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.’
What a morning for these women. Their emotions would have been mixed after the past couple of days. They came to the tomb expecting to find Jesus lying there. Instead they were found by the living Jesus. They came with heavy sorrowful hearts, but Jesus greets them with His resurrection strength and joy. Jesus had shown them that He had conquered both Satan and death. In the grave, God touched Him – His divine Son. He burst through, revealing Himself for who He was, King of kings, Lord of lords, Victorious One, Saviour of the world.

Song 229

             ‘O Joyful sound! O glorious hour…’

	O JOYFUL sound! O glorious hour
When Christ by his almighty power
Arose and left the grave!
Now let our songs his triumph tell
Who broke the chains of death and Hell,
And ever lives to save.

He lives, he lives,
I know that my Redeemer lives.
He lives, he lives,
I know that my Redeemer lives.


	The first-begotten of the dead,
For us he rose, our glorious head,
Immortal life to bring.

What though the saints like him shall die,
They share their leader’s victory,
And triumph with their King.

No more we tremble at the grave;
For he who died our souls to save
Will raise our bodies too.
What though this earthly house shall fail,
The Saviour’s power will yet prevail
And build it up anew.
                                                                       Thomas Kelly


Poem                               Let us Pray at this glorious Easter Season

What better time

or more beautiful season,

What greater occasion

or more wonderful reason

To kneel down in prayer 
and thank God above

For ETERNAL LIFE

the GIFT of HIS LOVE​ –

For in sending His Son

to be crucified

because His Son died​ –

So at this glad season

when there's joy everywhere

Let us meet OUR REDEEMER

at THE ALTAR of PRAYER.
                                                                Helen Steiner Rice
The last lines of this poem invites us to meet our Redeemer at the Altar of Prayer. The Altar doesn’t have to be in a Church, it can be anywhere. Jesus prayed His agonising prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. The tomb was in the garden, (resurrection garden) maybe your Altar is in the garden among God’s wonderful creation. We can pray anywhere.
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There is a prayer by Eleanor Allen Schroll:

‘There’s a garden where Jesus is waiting.

There’s a place that is wondrously fair.

For it glows with the Light of His presence,

‘Tis that beautiful; garden of prayer.’

And Chris Tomin, a Christian songwriter writes:

‘I’m not just hoping, 

I’m not just wishing

I know I’m praying 

to God who listens

I know He hears me

I know He’s living

Yes, I am praying

To a God who listens.’

Bible Reading – Matthew 28:9-10

‘Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
We are reminded of the words of the song, ‘I come to the garden alone’, and the chorus of that song reads:

‘And He walks with me

And He talks with me,

And tells me I am His own.

And the joy we share as we tarry there

No other has ever known.’

This Ester Sunday, may we know the Joy of His Resurrection. He is not here (in the tomb), but He is Risen.

Song 276

        ‘Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son…’
	Thine is the glory,
Risen, conquering Son;
Endless is the victory
Thou o’er death hast won!
Angels in bright raiment
Rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave-clothes
Where Thy body lay.

Thine is the glory,
Risen, conquering Son;
Endless is the victory
Thou o’er death hast won!

Lo, Jesus meets thee,
Risen from the tomb;
Lovingly He greets thee,
Scatters fear and gloom;
	Let His church with gladness,
Hymns of triumph sing,
For the Lord now liveth;
Death hath lost its sting!

No more we doubt thee,
Glorious prince of life;
Life is naught without thee;
Aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conquerors,
Through thy deathless love;
Bring us safe through Jordan
To thy Home above.
                                                               Edmund L. Budry



Prayer


          Eternal God and Father, by whose power
our Lord Jesus Christ was raised form the dead;

with the whole company of your people in heaven and on earth

we rejoice and give thanks,

that he who was dead is alive again and lives for evermore;

that he is with us now and always,

and nothing can part us from your love in him,

that he has opened the way to your kingdom

and brought us the gift of eternal life.

All glory, praise and thanksgiving,

all worship, honour and love,

be yours, almighty and everlasting God,

in time and for all eternity.
                                                                       New Every Morning
Benediction – Song 222

‘He is Lord, He is Lord…’

'He is Lord, He is Lord,
He is risen from the dead

And He is Lord.

Every knee shall bow,

Every tongue confess

That Jesus Christ is Lord.

                                                Amen

