Welcome to Worship
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‘Happy Mothering Sunday’
Back in 2018, the Rev. Canon Sandra Miller wrote:

‘It’s not easy being a childless, motherless vicar at this time of year. It can feel very lonely. There is a sense that everyone else is with someone they love or who loves them. But there are many others who feel mixed emotions on the day, or simply want to avoid it'. 

I am sure that she never expected that, over the last year, we would all feel that loneliness and disconnection from our loved ones everyday due to a pandemic, not just on Mothering Sunday. 

Prayer:              Thank you Lord, for our mothers, who we remember them today.

in our thoughts, as most of them are not with us anymore.
We realise some are good and recall happy memories,

and others may have not been so.

But one thing is, that they gave us life, 

and for that we say ‘Thank You’.

Father, we thank you for the family of the Church,

For those who were and are our spiritual mothers.

May your blessing and strength be theirs 

as they care for others. Amen
Song 1015


‘Happy the home when God is there…’

	Happy the home when God is there,
And love fills every breast;
When one their wish, and one their prayer,
And one their heavenly rest.

Happy the home where Jesus’ name
Is sweet to every ear;
Where children early speak His fame,
And parents hold Him dear.


	Happy the home where prayer is heard,
And praise is wont to rise;
Where parents love the sacred Word
And all its wisdom prize.

Lord, let us in our homes agree
This blessed peace to gain;
Unite our hearts in love to Thee,
And love to all will reign.
                                                                Henry Ware


Scripture Verse:
‘Adam named his wife Eve, 
because she would become the mother of all the living.’
                                                                                                                Genesis 3:20
We can each trace our family tree right back to our first parents, Adam & Eve, and Eve being as the scripture says, ‘Mother of all living’. The first woman in the world, the final piece in the amazing puzzle of God’s creation. First wife and mother, first female who shared a special relationship with God. She had co-responsibility with Adam over creation and displayed certain characteristics of God, until her weakness and mistakes let her down. She sinned (disobeyed God) and shared it with Adam her mate. When confronted she blamed others – not a perfect example of a mother.
Eve had two sons, Cain and Abel. Sad to say, that Cain killed his brother Abel, then later on she had another son, Seth, as well as other numerous children.

Song 125

         ‘The angel Gabriel from Heaven came…’

	The angel Gabriel from Heaven came,
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
"All hail" said he "thou lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favoured lady!" Gloria!

"For known a blessed mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honour thee,
Thy Son shall be Emanuel, by seers foretold.
Most highly favoured lady!" Gloria!


	Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said,
"My soul shall laud and 
magnify his holy name."
“Most highly favoured lady!” Gloria!

Of her, Emanuel, the Christ was born,
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn;
And Christian folk throughout 
the world will ever say:
"Most highly favoured lady!" Gloria!
                                                        Sabine Baring-Gould


Bible Reading - John 19:26-27
‘When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.’
Bible Reading – Luke 2:19, 33-35

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.

The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
Mary the mother of Jesus. The young Mary of Nazareth had a unique privilege of being mother to the very Son of God. What a responsibility.

She also went through the pains and pleasures of motherhood. She experienced her son’s birth and watched Him die on the cross as the Saviour of the world. God’s plan involved extraordinary events in ordinary people. 

Mary was first and an ordinary young woman, but available to God. She didn’t go around telling everyone. She said, nothing, only to her cousin Elizabeth. After the shepherds had come, they told of what they had seen and heard, and scripture tells us in Luke 2:19, ‘Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.’
At His dedication, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother in Luke 2:34-35, “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” Again, she kept all these things in her heart.
Jesus grew up and did what God wanted of Him. We didn’t hear much about His mother after that until that fateful day at the cross, recorded in John 19:25-27:
Behold Your Mother

‘Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.’
Jesus placed His mother into the care of His special friend, John, to look after her, even though she had other children with Joseph after Jesus.
Take some time to reflect and remember your mother, or the person that may have brought you up, a female relative or carer. Every woman can be a mother to someone. Give thanks to God.

Song 812


       ‘Blessed be the tie that binds…’

	Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.
Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.
We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear;
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.
	When we asunder part,
It gives us inward pain,
But we shall still be joined in heart
And hope to meet again.
From sorrow, toil and pain
And sin we shall be free;
And perfect love and friendship reign
Through all eternity.
                                                                        John Fawcett



Prayer:                             Our Heavenly Father, this day is special for you,

because it was you who 'invented' families, and
gave to mothers a special place in your purposes.

As you are the God who cares for the fatherless

and the widow, we remember before you

the lone parents, whose family responsibilities

and financial burdens are often frighteningly heavy.
May they never be allowed to feel left out or 

misunderstood in the family fellowship of your people.

Surround with your loving-kindness, Father, 

any who would dearly love children of their own, 

and have so far been denied them.

All this we pray in the name of Jesus our Saviour,
who taught us to be considerate and unselfish in our loving.
                                                                                                                  Colin Fairclough
For all who have lost mothers, 
young and elderly during this past year with COVID,
Lord hear our prayers.









          Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
                                                                          Amen.
Song 1016                               ‘Home is home, however lowly…’
	Home is home, however lowly,
Home is sweet when love is there,
Home is home when hearts are holy,
Earth has ne'er a spot so fair.
Jesus makes our home a heaven,
Sacred in the fireside warm;
After battling through the long day,
Home's a shelter from the storm.

To a little home in Bethany
Jesus loved to wend his way;
Tender hearts were waiting for him
In the evening of the day.
	Jesus there dispelled the sadness,
There the humble meal he blessed;
There they worshiped him with gladness;
There his sacred form would rest.

Let us make our home the threshold
Of the city bright and fair,
Each the other's joy possessing,
Each the other's burden share.
In the storm of deep affliction
Let us seek the heavenly balm,
In life's tempest just remember
Prayer will make the storm a calm.
                                                             Arthur Smith Arnott


Benediction
	There is only one God, 

There is only one King, 

There is only one Body, 

That is why we sing. 

 

Bind us together, Lord 

Bind us together 

With cords that cannot be broken 

Bind us together, Lord 

Bind us together 

Bind us together with Love 
	Made for the glory of God, 

Purchased by His precious Son 

Born with the right to be clean 

For Jesus the victory has won. 

You are the family of God 

You are the promise divine 

You are God’s chosen desire 

You are the glorious new wine.  
                                                                   Bob Gillman




