Welcome to Worship
‘Self-Denial 2021 – Love Beyond’
‘Rebuilding Hope and Resilience Together’
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Welcome to Worksop & Staveley online worship




‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’.
‘Lent & Devotion’
Song 675


     ‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God’
	Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
And His righteousness;
And all these things shall be added unto you;
Allelu, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Alleluia, Allelu, Alleluia!
Ask and it shall be given unto you,
Seek and ye shall find.
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you;
Allelu, Alleluia!
	Man shall not live by bread alone,
But by every word
That proceeds from the mouth of God;
Allelu, Alleluia!
                                                                     Karen Lafferty


‘But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,

and all these things will be given to you as well.’
                                                                                                     Matthew 6:33
We come to the last week of Self-denial within the Salvation Army, whereby we have an opportunity to help those who are overseas and ‘Rebuilding Hope and Resilience’ of which we can be part. 

Now at this time we have entered into the time of ‘Lent’. The 40 days of Lent is linking with the 40 days which Jesus spent in the wilderness, which is also paralleled with the 40 years that the Israelites journeyed in the wilderness.
Song 27

            ‘Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah’

	Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty,
Hold me with Thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more;
Feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
	Be Thou still my Strength and Shield;
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.
When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death and hell’s Destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to Thee;
I will ever give to Thee.
                                                              Williams Williams


More images of prayer for the countries of the Officers we have prayed for:

Captains Richard & Heidie Bradbury – were in Zambia before going to Bangladesh – So we have two images for prayer:
Zambia- Richard and Heidie spoke about the significance of a traditional brazier - a small charcoal stove. This was used when there was no electricity. Richard and Heidi would come home to find that someone had prepared a stove and left it on the doorstep, meaning that they could get their own fire going quickly and cook dinner. 
· How can we be a brazier for others? 
· How can we be doorstep deliverers of kindling fire? 
· How can we be an encourager and a helper of others? 
Pray that we can spread the fire to each other in a relationship of mutuality. 

Bangladesh - Emmanuel - said as a blessing at the end of the meeting where people remind themselves of where their power to live out their faith as a minority group comes from. Pray for our brothers and sisters who are experiencing suffering for their faith, say the name Emmanuel (God is with us) over them. 

Open hands - A family lived as the only Christians in a majority Muslim area, they noticed that when they prayed together as a family their young daughter prayed in the Muslim style with her palms up and outstretched. She prayed in the way she had seen others do so. How do we pray? And can a change in posture or position help us to think about prayer in a different way? 
Open hands - Open to God, open to the pain of the world, open to be generous. 
Hands on heart - Signifying a desire to be wholly present in prayer, to be authentic. 
Standing Prayer - Making ourselves ready to act on the prayers we pray. 

Walking Prayer - A space for conversation and silence, an Emmaus walk with another. 
Thank you Lord for these images. Help us to take hold of one, and learn to pray in different ways.

Bible Reading – Luke 4:1-13

Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.
3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.”
The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendour; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. If you worship me, it will all be yours.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.”
9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here.  For it is written: “He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”
Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”
When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.
Song 48

 ‘O God, You are the Father of all the human race’

	O God, you are the Father 

of all the human race; 

The God of all creation, 

who rules in time and space. 

Despite our faults and failings 

your love remains the same, 
And you alone we worship 

and praise your holy name. 

Lord Jesus Christ we love you – 

our Saviour and our friend. 

Your life you gave to save us 

by love which knows no end. 

As God and man you showed us 

just how we ought to live, 
	So Lord, in glad obedience,

our lives to you we give

We thank you, Holy Spirit, 

for gifts of many kinds, 

New life and love and power 

that changes hearts and minds;

We praise, you for the comfort 

and strength you bring each day, 

As one who stands beside us 
and helps us as we pray. 
                                                                 Alan Bateman




‘Jesus is Tested in the Wilderness’
Ash Wednesday, the first day of lent is the day to start to walk through the season with an international focus on Jesus and the sacrifice He made at Calvary for us. These days gives us an opportunity to deal with our relationship with Jesus and others.

In looking at the temptations of Jesus in the above scripture verses, it is clear that His knowledge of Scripture was vital in defeating the devil and his ways. We need to be equipped with the scriptures to resist the devil. As we read these verses, there are three definite moments of testing, but also a fourth one. In verses 3-9 the devils trying to get Jesus to doubt who He was – “If you are the Son of God.” Jesus knew who He was and why He came. The more time we spend getting to know Jesus, the more confident we will be of knowing who we really are – a child of God, loved, chosen, equipped and protected by Him.
What a wonderful time Lent is to connect or reconnect with God. Help us Lord to make the most of this time to get to know You better. Then we can Rebuild Hope and Resilience – Love Beyond.

Pray
Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus, and your love for God's people everywhere, I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly, asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called - his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance (Ephesians 1: 15-19). 
There are many ways by which we can be identified as belonging to a particular group of people --a sports shirt or scarf, a language or accent, a badge or jewellery what is eaten or what is not, a uniform or red shield. There are close to 100 verses in God's Word that suggest that God's people should be identified by their love for each other.

Song 615

           ‘O love, revealed on earth in Christ’
	O love, revealed on earth in Christ,
In blindness once I sacrificed
Thy gifts for dross; I could not see,
But Jesus brings me sight of thee.

I come to thee with quiet mind,
Thyself to know, thy will to find;
In Jesus' steps my steps must be,
I follow him to follow thee.
	O Love, invisible before,
I see thee now, desire thee more;
When Jesus speaks thy word is clear;
I search his face and find thee near.

                                                                Catherine Baird


Pray for the 2021 Self-Denial Appeal
· Pray that God will be at work in and through us every day so that we will bring good into the world, live life fully and bring life to others. 
· Pray that God's Spirit will work in us and give us the desire to give the way God has given. 
· Pray for The Salvation Army officers and workers as they venture into harsh and remote environments to help those in need and to share God's love. 
· Pray for guidance for our Leaders in the distribution of Self Denial Appeal funds. 
· Pray that all people around the world will find acceptance and friendship in their communities. 
· Pray that God's love is not limited by cultural expectations and social conventions and that we can love like Jesus does-beyond all barriers. 

Song 1003

    ‘O Lord, whose human hands were quick…’

	O Lord, whose human hands were quick
To feed the hungry, heal the sick,
Who love by loving deed expressed,
Help me to comfort the distressed.

What is divine about my creed
If I am blind to human need?
For you have said they serve you best
Who serve the helpless and oppressed.
	Lord, may your love translucent shine
Through every loving deed of mine,
That men may see the works I do
And give the glory all to you.
                                                                    Malcolm Bale


Benediction

Please be assured of our love and prayers at this time, for yourselves and your families, and for the healing of the nations.

Song 1000

               ‘For the healing of the nations…’

	For the healing of the nations,

Lord, we pray with one accord;

For a just and equal sharing

Of the things that earth affords.

To a life of love in action

Help us rise and pledge our word.

Lead your people into freedom,

From despair your world release,

That, redeemed from war and hatred,

All may come and go in peace.

Show us how, through care and goodness,

Fear will die and hope increase.


	All that kills abundant living,

Let it from the earth be banned:

Pride of status, race or schooling,

Dogmas that obscure your plan.

In our common quest for justice

May we hallow life's brief span.

You, Creator-God, have written

Your great name on humankind;

For our growing in your likeness,

Bring the life of Christ to mind;

That by our response and service

Earth its destiny may find.
                                                                  Frederik H. Kaan


