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Welcome to Worship
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‘Self-Denial 2021 – Love Beyond’

‘Rebuilding Hope and Resilience Together’
‘Lent & Devotion’

We are approaching Lent the season of reflections and preparation before Easter. It’s interesting that in catholic tradition, Lent has three pillars: Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. Three disciplines which can be incorporated into our daily lives at this time. The tradition of the Salvation Army is Self-Denial, which is a Biblical concept which started 1886 when General William Booth, the Founder of the Salvation Army called for Members to give sacrificially, to deny themselves so that they could offer God’s love to a hurting world.
The Salvation Army is now active in more than 130 countries, and the Self Denial Appeal still operates in every territory around the world. Rich and poor Salvationists, side by side, generously supporting the Salvation Army’s mission to share the Gospel and improve the lives of millions of people through the love of Jesus.
This year, the Theme of the Salvation Army’s Appeal is ‘Love Beyond’.

Song 148


  ‘Make way, Make Way, for Christ…’
	Make way, make way
For Christ the King
In splendour arrives
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him
Into your lives

Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
For the King of kings 
(For the King of kings)
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
And let His kingdom in

	He comes the broken hearts to heal
The prisoners to free
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance
The blind shall see

And those who mourn with heavy hearts
Who weep and sigh
With laughter, joy and royal crown
He'll beautify

We call you now to worship Him
As Lord of all
To have no gods before Him
Their thrones must fall!
                                                              Graham Kendrick


Prayer:


        Let us open our hands to God,

Open to the pain of the world,

Open to be generous.

Let us Pray for the Work and Ministry of the international Salvation Army

We Pray:

· For those who are suffering in the world through conflict, violence, poverty, natural disasters and who lack basic necessities such as clean water, food and shelter. 
· For those who struggle to find acceptance in their own communities due to prejudice or ignorance. 
· For Christian brothers and sisters enduring civil conflict, persecution, poverty and injustice as they seek to serve and use their gifts to build community and care for others. 
· That we can support our family of God in regular prayer and financial support. 

· For officers, leaders and missionaries around the world, particularly those ministering to people in remote areas, that they will be devoted to the Gospel and sharing the Good News of Jesus. 

Song 626


‘The Saviour of men came to seek…’

This Hymn by Albert Orsborn is based on the following Scripture:
 “If anyone has material possessions 

and sees a brother or sister in need 

but has no pity on them, 

how can the love of God be in that person?”
                                                                                                                                                                          1 John 3:17
	The Saviour of men came to seek and to save
The souls who were lost to the good;
His Spirit was moved

for the world which He loved
With the boundless compassion of God.
And still there are fields 

where the labourers are few,
And still there are souls without bread,
And still eyes that weep 

where the darkness is deep,
And still straying sheep to be led.


Except I am moved with compassion,
How dwelleth Thy Spirit in me?
In word and in deed
Burning love is my need;
I now know I can find it in Thee.
O is not the Christ ’midst the crowd of today,
Whose questioning cries do not cease?
	And will He not show 

to the hearts that would know
The things that belong to their peace?

But how shall they hear if the preacher forbear
Or lack in compassionate zeal?
Or how shall hearts move 

with the Master’s own love,
Without His anointing and seal?

It is not with might to establish the right,
Nor yet with the wise to give rest;
The mind cannot show 

what the heart longs to know
Nor comfort a people distressed.
O Saviour of men, touch my spirit again,
And grant that Thy servant may be
Intense every day, as I labour and pray,
Both instant and constant for Thee.
                                                                      Albert Orsborn




In the following few moments, take time to reflect on the following Salvation Army Officers from the united Kingdom serving overseas:

Lt. Colonels Nigel & Judith Shultz – Ghana

Lt. Colonels Ken & Ann Hawkins – Kenya

Majors David & Janet Howarth – Nigeria

Major Philippa Chagas – Brazil

Song 165

       ‘From Heaven You came, helpless babe…’

	From heaven you came helpless babe,
Entered our world, your glory veiled;
Not to be served but to serve,
And give Your life that we might live.
This is our God, The Servant King,
He calls us now to follow Him,
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King.
There in the garden of tears,
My heavy load he chose to bear;

	His heart with sorrow was torn,
'Yet not My will but Yours, ' He said.

Come see His hands and His feet,
The scars that speak of sacrifice;
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered.
So let us learn how to serve,
And in our lives enthrone Him;
Each other’s needs to prefer,
For it is Christ we’re serving.
                                                                 Graham Kendrick


Bible Reading – John 12:1-8 (NIV)
Jesus Anointed at Bethany

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”
Comment:
Jesus’ anointing at Bethany reminds us of the love that Mary had for the Lord.

Pray:
Father God, we thank you that Your extravagant love
has been poured out for us on the cross,

and poured into us by the Holy Spirit.
We want to taste and experience more of the 
depth and breadth, and length and height of your amazing love,

in order that we might live out our Christian faith through our actions. Amen.
Reflection & Thought:

Looking at the verses of Scripture we see Mary wanted to give Jesus something precious to show how she felt about Him who had changed her life. Yes. Others didn’t approve, but she wanted to show her devotion, and Jesus understood that. He poured out His love on the Cross for us. As we share in this Lent/Self-Denial period, though separated, we can show our love to the One who continues to love and accept us.

Let us go back to the three pillars, our devotion can be seen in our time with Him in Prayer, maybe Fasting (i.e. maybe giving up something during this period Lent), and sharing something of what we have with others.
Each year the Salvation Army has a period of Self-Denial to help and support those in other countries around the world. Let us connect with God and ask Him what He requires of us to do, and how to help at this time. May we help in rebuilding Hope and Resilience together?

Prayer:                                    Father God, thank you for the privilege 

of being able to worship You,

even in these difficult times.

You know the plans You have for us all,

not to harm us, but to give us Hope for the future.
                                                                                                    Jeremiah 29:4

Continue to Pray:

· For our Families, Friends, and those in need whatever their circumstances or situations at this time – they may be sick, struggling with lockdown, financial stress, bereavement etc. 

· For the Vaccination roll out and the programme to vaccinate all over 50’s by May.

· For our Government to listen to the Medical & Scientific Advisers and not to be driven by the selfish desires of colleagues.

· For all those working within the NHS who at this time are stretched to capacity at suffering with fatigue and mental stress.

· For our young people and their Mental Health.

Thank You JESUS
Song 149 (vs. 1,2                           ‘My song is love unknown…’

	My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown
That they might lovely be.
O who am I
That for my sake
My Lord should take
Frail flesh and die?

He came from his blest throne
Salvation to bestow,
But men made strange, and none
The longed-for Christ would know.
	But O my friend,
My friend indeed,
Who at my need,
His life did spend.

Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine:
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend.
                                                               Samuel Crossman


Benediction

Let There Be Love Shared Among Us,
Let There Be Love In Our Eyes,
May Now Your Love Sweep This Nation,
Cause Us Oh Lord To Arise.

Give Us A Fresh Understanding
Of Brotherly Love That Is Real,
Let There Be Love Shared Among Us,
Let There Be Love.
                                                                     Amen
