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Dear

I don’t know about you, but how are you with numbers. Myself, I was never exceptional at maths.  Richard is the mathematician out of the two of us. Our eldest son follows his dad with numbers, whereas our second and third sons follow me in English. But we can’t escape the fact that numbers are a part of everyday life. 

As you have probably read or heard on the news, Northamptonshire has now joined Cambridge in Tier 4. For a short while, the different Tier’s between Northamptonshire, Tier 3, and Cambridgeshire, Tier 4, meant that Cambridgeshire was more limited in what you could do than us living in Tier 3, but we were limited in meeting family member’s and travel restrictions. The Tier numbers 1-4, have individually had their own significant rules and regulations. But sadly, the British stiff upper-lip attitude to the Tier’s, and their restrictions, has meant that so many have had a total disregard for anyone but themselves, which has placed the most vulnerable at risk and has played its part in the high loss of life and stress and strain on our wonderful and exceptional National Health Service. 

WE now find ourselves in a New Year, a change of numbers from 2020 to 2021, what difference are those numbers really going to make. Not a lot I might suggest, but we are going into a New Year, and at some point we’ll all be a year older and wiser. We have new calendars and diaries in which we will once more be marking in birthdays, appointments, special events, and maybe, if we’re optimistic even a holiday slot. Again, do you notice, all such events are connected to numbers. 

As young children at school, I know we learnt songs to help us with remembering our numbers. Do you remember the rhyme, ‘Ten green bottles hanging on the wall’; ‘One, two, three, four, five, once a caught a fish alive…’; ‘One potatoe, two potatoe, three potatoe more…’; and having just spent the Christmas season, we can’t forget ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’. I’m sure you can remember the songs and perhaps even many more. 

Numbers are very much a part of our daily lives, be it when we’re shopping, cooking, baking (measuring the ingredients). Maybe, you have to take your blood pressure regularly, or even your blood sugars. These measurements from a health perspective are very important and as you monitor them, the right level of figures ensure our daily health and if we have to see our doctor, they are important in any diagnoses he or she may make. Obviously, we could go on. Numbers play a big part in our lives, as much as I might suggest does our name. 

There are also those numbers that are so important to our own personal identity, i.e. our National Insurance number, Income Tax number, Health Service number, Hospital number, and then there is our Bank Account number, Sort Code number, and for us that have served in the military we have our Service Number. 

We have just celebrated Advent and Christmas, having Advent candles, which represent the four Sundays in Advent – Week 1, Love; Week 2, Hope; week 3, Joy; Week 4, Peace, and the 5th Candle, the last one to be lit, taller than all the others, which is lit on Christmas Day to herald the coming to earth of God’s Son, the baby Jesus. In the Bible in psalm 30:12 it says, ‘So teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom’.

In this New Year, may 2021 be a time when we make the most and best of our days, developing new skills (which none of us are too old to learn), new friendships and better still, new blessings, and when we count them, we will be surprised the difference we can make.

Keep Well, Stay Safe, Keep the Rules
Pauline Cook (Major)
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answers to Christmas Quiz Questions:
	1. Debbie McGee
	8.  KFC
	15.  We Three Kings

	
	
	

	2. White Christmas –Bing Crosby
	9.  The Nutcracker
	16.  Midge Ure

	
	
	

	3. Michael Cain
	10.  The First Noël
	17.  Turkey

	
	
	

	4. A Christmas Carol
	11.  Poinsettia
	18.  A Hen

	
	
	

	5. Once in Royal David’s City
	12.  Only Fools and Horses
	19.  Divorce Papers

	
	
	

	6. Matthew Crawley
	13. Miracle on 34th Street
	20.  Silent Night

	
	
	

	7. Nazareth
	14. Rudolph
	


Countdown Quiz?

I wonder how many of you enjoy the television programme ‘Countdown’. One of the main features of the programme is when contestants have to choose a serious of numbers, and with a set figure, set by the computer, they have to work out how the computer achieved that figure. With that in mind, here is the computer number of ‘10,000’, and your figures used to achieve that number are: 5, 6, 5, 50, 2 and 4. Can you work it out? Answer in the next issue of Chatteris Connect.
New Year Quiz?

As we begin our New Year, here is a Quiz to tests your knowledge about New Year's Day and New Year's Eve traditions and celebrations.

1. What word do the Scottish people give for the last day of the year and its celebration?
2. What day of the week was New Year's Day, 2019?
3. In which European country is it a tradition to jump from a chair right before midnight and also smash plates against friend's doors?
4. On New Year's Day 1993, which former country effectively split into two?
5. Is the Chinese New Year commonly referred to as the Winter, Spring, Summer, or Autumn Festival?
6. Who was found hanged in Winson Green prison near Birmingham on New Year's Day, 1995?
7. What name was given to the predicted computer meltdown at the beginning of the year 2000?
8. Can you name the President of Cuba who fled the country on January 1st, 1959, with the advance of a rebel army led by Fidel Castro?
9. Nicknamed 'the Granddaddy of Them All', which annual American college football bowl game is usually played on January the 1st.

10. On January 1st 1881, Ferdinand de Lesseps began French construction on which great civil engineering project?
11. 'The ball drop' is a famous part of the New Year's Eve celebration in which touristy part of New York City?
12. Which English author, born on New Year's Day 1879, wrote A Passage to India?
13. Who wrote the song ‘Auld Lang Syne’?
14. In 2021, Chinese New Year will be the year of which animal?
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pause for Thought

Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division
In the Bible we are able to find some everyday mathematics that will help us to live God’s way.

Song 30                 ‘He giveth more grace as our burdens grow greater…’
	He giveth more grace 
when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength 
when the labour’s increase;
To added afflictions He addeth His mercy,
To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace.
When we have exhausted 
our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed 
ere the day is half done,
	When we reach the end 
of our hoarded resources
Our Father’s full giving is only begun.

His love has no limits,
His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men;
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again.
                                                              Annie J. Flint



Prayer                   Father God, thank you for Your goodness to us each day.
This New Year 2021, is in Your hands,
You are in control, help us to trust You, whatever happens.

Your love and mercy, and faithfulness is great.

May we count our blessings today and each new day. Amen

Addition: 2 Peter 1:5-7

‘For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love.’

These verses are a list of desirable qualities to add to our lives daily.
Subtraction: Ezekiel 36:26

‘I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.’
This verse shows that God has the ability to take away attitudes that hinder us from becoming the best we can be.

Multiplication: 2 Peter 1:2
‘Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.’
God gives us blessings in abundance, not half-measures.

Division: Mark 6:41
‘Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all.’
God is a God of miracles. Nothing is impossible to God… He gives us what we need. May we each know the numberless blessings of God each day.

Song 909
      ‘When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed…’

	When upon life’s billows 
you are tempest-tossed,
When you are discouraged, 
thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, 
name them one by one,
And it will surprise you 
what the Lord has done.

Count your blessings, 
name them one by one,
Count your blessings, 
see what God has done!
Count your blessings, 

name them one by one,
And it will surprise you 

what the Lord has done.
	Are you ever burdened 
with a load of care?
Does the cross seem heavy 
you are called to bear?
Count your many blessings, 
every doubt will fly,
And you will keep singing 
as the days go by.
So, amid the conflict 
whether great or small,
Do not be discouraged, 
God is over all;
Count your many blessings, 
angels will attend,
Help and comfort give you 
to your journey’s end.
                                                         Johnson Oatman


Benediction
Count your blessings, name them two by two,

Count your blessings, see what God can do.

Count your blessings, name them four by four,

And it will surprise you there are millions more. Amen
