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‘COVENANT…

God’s Gift of Jesus’
‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith –

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.’
God loves people, if He didn’t He wouldn’t have created man and woman in the beginning.

‘Then the Lord God formed a man[a] from the dust

of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the

breath of life, and the man became a living being.’
                                                                                                           Genesis 2:7
‘So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep;

and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs
and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord
God made a woman from the rib[b] he had taken out

of the man, and he brought her to the man.’
                                                                                                           Genesis 2:21-22
Even though they disobeyed God, He still love them. God doesn’t give up on anyone! ‘God loves people.’ This is the reality that drives the concept of covenant. A ‘Covenant’ being the foundation of an everlasting relationship between God and people that reveals the incredible truth, that God wants to be with us, to love us. 
Song 114
 ‘Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness…’

	Light of the world,
You stepped down into darkness,

Opened my eyes, let me see
Beauty that made this heart adore You,
Hope of a life spent with You.
So Here I am to worship,
Here I am to bow down,
Here I am to say that You're my God:
You're altogether lovely,
Altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me.
	King of all day,
Oh so highly exalted,
Glorious in heaven above;
Humbly You came to the earth You created,
All for love's sake became poor.
So Here I am to worship,
Here I am to bow down,
Here I am to say that You're my God:
You're altogether lovely,
Altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to me.


Well, I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross.
Well, I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross.
                                                                           Tim Hughes
Prayer                            In this quiet moment, still, before your throne,

Conscious of your presence, knowing I am unknown.

In this quiet moment set my spirit free;

In this quiet moment, make a better me!
                                                                                            John Gowans
You came, Lord Jesus Christ,

to teach us the way of life which God requires:
make us receptive to your word,

and help us to obey, whatever it may cost,

that our lives may bear much fruit;

to the glory of your name.  Amen
                                                                                             From Collects with the New lectionary
O lord, in your great mercy, 

keep us from forgetting what you

have suffered for us in body and soul.

may we never be drawn by the cares of this life

from Jesus our Friend and Saviour,

but daily may we live nearer to his cross. Amen
                                                                                                 Hedley Vicars (adapted)
Broken Covenants/Promises
Jeremiah points out in Jeremiah 31:32 (Message Bible):

“That’s right. The time is coming when I will make a brand-new covenant with Israel and Judah. It won’t be a repeat of the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant even though I did my part as their Master.” 
It is people who are the ones who are prone to break the covenant/promises. It is never been broken by God, and it never will be!

I don’t know about you, but throughout life I have made very few promises. Those I have made, I have kept. In the B.P. Section, as a Guide, I promised to do my best for God and Queen, and to obey the Guide Law.

My promise to God when I became a member of the Salvation Army; when I married my husband, the promises I made, I have kept; my personal ‘Covenant’ which I signed as an Officer, with God, I have kept, and in each case, I was entering into a relationship with God, my creator when I made them. 

When our children were dedicated we promised to teach them the ways of God, and to the best of our ability we have done so – keeping that relationship with God to help us, by praying and reading His Word for guidance.
Jeremiah suggests that the days of contractually based covenants are over and that God is doing something ‘brand-new’ - Jeremiah 32:33-34 (Message Bible).
 “This is the brand-new covenant that I will make with Israel when the time comes. I will put my law within them - write it on their hearts! - and be their God. And they will be my people. They will no longer go around setting up schools to teach each other about God. They’ll know me firsthand, the dull and the bright, the smart and the slow. I’ll wipe the slate clean for each of them. I’ll forget they ever sinned!”
The proposal being placed before us, is that God is saying, I am going to do it from my side of our relationship,’ ‘I will do it all, and I will never give up on you!’ The foundation of ‘grace’ and ‘mercy’.

God knows that we humans break the covenant/promise, we mess up and fail to measure up. The premise of grace is that God does it all for us. He fills up the gaps and cracks with His mercy and grace.’
Song 463  


  ‘I have no claim on grace…’

	I have no claim on grace;
I have no right to plead;
I stand before my maker's face
Condemned in thought and deed.
But since there died a Lamb
Who, guiltless, my guilt bore,
I lay fast hold on Jesus' name,
And sin is mine no more.


From whence my soul's distress
But from the hold of sin?
And whence my hope of righteousness
But from thy grace within?


	I speak to thee my need
And tell my true complaint;
Thou only canst convert indeed
A sinner to a saint.


O pardon-speaking blood!
O soul-renewing grace!
Through Christ I know the love of God
And see the Father's face.
I now set forth thy praise,
Thy loyal servant I,
And gladly dedicate my days
My God to glorify.
                                                            Albert Osborn


Broken Bread (God in Christ)
‘God loves people, He doesn’t give up on anyone’.
God’s love transforms everything and heals the damage that is done to relationships.
As an older teenager, going to the Salvation Army in uniform, a neighbour with her friends always gave me abuse every time I passed them. I spoke every time I passed, but more than that, I prayed constantly for them. About 9 months later I had a little car, and one morning it was throwing it down with rain. I heard a knock at the front door of our house, and the person standing there said, ‘could I give them a lift to work’. Answered prayer. Of course, I replied. I could have reacted differently, but prayed. God doesn’t give up on people, and we have to do our part and do likewise. It can be painful at times, but we live by example – the example of Jesus, who never gives up on us. God’s love transforms and heals

Going forward together in covenant, means that we must love each other to the extent that all relationships are transformed. ‘The Church, (Salvation Army) is characterised by the extent of our love for others - loving, tolerant, accepting and inclusive of all people in our community that is like nothing else 
‘Now there is a final reason I think that Jesus says, “Love your enemies.” It is this: that love has within it a redemptive power. And there is a power there that eventually transforms individuals. Just keep friendly to that person. Just keep loving, and they can’t stand it too long… and sometimes they’ll hate you a little more at that transition period, but just keep loving them. And by the power of your love they will break down under the load. That’s love, you see. It is redemptive, and this is why Jesus says love…”

(quote from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)

Whilst working as a Chaplain in prison, each week we would visit the workshops, chatting with the inmates and listening to them. One person who I visited would never respond to me, it was always a one way conversation. But week after week I persisted, and prayed for the gentleman in question. I would always begin talking to him by simply saying, ‘Hallo, how are you?’ Eventually we did develop a two way conversation, and over many weeks he opened up to me and in the end we had a good relationship – it was almost as if he was waiting for me to come by each week.

Never give up – keep praying, keep being friendly – just keep loving. God never gives up on anyone whatever we may think. He wants all of us to receive His gift of Jesus. 
Song 602

             ‘Lord, I make a full surrender…’

	Lord, I make a full surrender,
All I have I yield to Thee,
For Thy love, so great and tender,
Asks the gift of me.
Lord, I bring my whole affection,
Claim it, take it for Thine own;
Safely kept by Thy protection,
Fixed on Thee alone.

Glory, glory, hallelujah!
I have given my all to God!
And I now have full salvation
Through the precious blood.
Lord, my will I here present Thee
Gladly, now no longer mine;
	Let no evil thing prevent me
Blending it with Thine.
Lord, my life I lay before Thee,
Hear this hour the sacred vow!
All Thine own I now restore Thee,
Thine forever now.

Blessed Spirit, Thou hast brought me
Thus my will to Thee to give;
For the blood of Christ has bought me,
And by faith I live.
Show Thyself, O God of power,
My unchanging, loving Friend;
Keep me, till in death’s glad hour,
Faith in sight shall end.
                                                   Charles W.I. Christien


Broken Bread (God in Christ)
At the Last Supper, Luke 22:14-20, Jesus announces a New covenant relationship in verse 20: 

“When it was time, he (Jesus) sat down, all the apostles were with him, and said, “You’ve no idea how much I have looked forward to eating this Passover meal with you before I enter my time of suffering. It’s the last one I’ll eat until we all eat it together in the kingdom of God.”
Taking the cup, he blessed it, then said, “Take this and pass it among you. As for me, I’ll not drink wine again until the kingdom of God arrives.”
Taking bread, he blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, given for you. Eat it in my memory.”
He did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant written in my blood, blood poured out for you.”

His willingness to lay down His life, underlines the radical basis for relationship that will heal and transform the world. The breaking and blessing (contrast of two words) of the bread implies that brokenness and healing (death and resurrection) are key components of human relationships, and by which means humanity will flourish and thrive. 

God loves people, and will never give up on anyone. May your prayer as is mine, be in line with this 2nd verse of Song 610 – ‘My life must be Christ broken bread…

My all is in the Master’s hands
For Him to bless and break;
Beyond the brook His winepress stands,
And thence my way I take,
Resolved the whole of love’s demands
To give for His dear sake.
                                                                   Albert Orsborn
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Albert Orsborn, sometimes called the Salvation Army’s “Poet General”, wrote this song at Eastertime in 1947. He was leading a series of meetings in Germany and Holland, and felt dismayed at the problems and rifts that had been caused by World War ll. He said, “I cried to God… to bring us together, to bridge what seemed to be, in all reason, an impassable gulf between our respective conditions of living… God revealed to me that we have no hope of being a blessing to other souls unless our lives become part of the Saviour’s consecration.”
Prayer


         Father God, thank You for loving me,

and not giving up on me, 
and giving me the gift of Jesus.

May the relationship I have with you, 
deepen and grow,

by taking time to pray and read 
Your Word, getting to know You. 

Thank You. Amen 

Pray for the:
· Marginalised within our society and community. May our Church (Salvation Army) be accepting of all people’s, help us not to judge others but to love them.

· Pray for the sick in the community, especially those who we know of.

· Pray for our families’, friends and neighbours.

· Pray for our Nation at this time, that God will give wisdom and discernment to our government/s.

Psalm of Praise & Thanksgiving

Psalm 96
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds among all peoples.

For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
Splendour and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.

Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name; bring an offering and come into his courts.
Worship the Lord in the splendour of his[a] holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.
Say among the nations, ‘The Lord reigns.’ The world is firmly established,

it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it.
Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.
Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.

Song of Commitment
Song 591

            ‘I would be they holy temple…’

	I would be thy holy temple,
Sacred and indwelt by thee;
Naught then could stain my commission,
'Tis thy divine charge to me.

Take thou my life, Lord,
In deep submission I pray,
My all to thee dedicating,
Accept my offering today.

Seeking to mirror thy glory,
Living to answer thy call,




	
	Each faithful vow now renewing,
Gladly I yield thee my all.
Time, health and talents presenting,
All that I have shall be thine;
Heart mind and will consecrating,
No longer shall they be mine.

O for a heart of compassion,
Moved at the impulse of love,
Lost ones to bring to thy footstool,
Thy gracious riches to prove!
                                                                Brindley Boon


Benediction                         May the grace of Christ our Saviour
And the father’s boundless love,

With the Holy Spirit’s favour

Rest upon us from above.

So may we remain in union 

With each other and the Lord,

And possess, in sweet communion,

Joys which earth cannot afford.
                                                                       John Newton
