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Chatteris Connect
Majors Richard & Pauline

07871 923337
richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk
Dear

Richard and I have been to Israel a few times and each time we have had the privilege of visiting Bethlehem. It’s not a large town, but to enter the town visitors have to go through a security checkpoint as the town is under Palestinian jurisdiction, and Jews aren’t allowed to enter the area. But the people are very friendly towards the thousands of Christian pilgrims that visit this Holy site. 

The Church of the Nativity, or Basilica of the Nativity, contains a grotto that holds a prominent religious significance for Christians of various denominations as the birthplace of Jesus. To get to the grotto, you have to go down a narrow flight of stairs, and there at the bottom of the stairs is a window in the ground which covers what is believed to be where Jesus was born. Pilgrims often kneel at the spot and pray.
Mary and Joseph travelled a distance of about 69 miles to reach Bethlehem, and when you think for a moment, to get from Nazareth, they had to travel by donkey and foot, Mary was heavily  pregnant, and the donkey wasn’t an easy ride for her over mountains and rugged pathways, prone to thieves and vagabonds, and as they travelled the journey south, first to Nablus, about 35 miles, and then on another 29 miles to Jerusalem, and lastly to complete their journey, another 5 miles to Bethlehem, the journey must have taken weeks. Unfortunately, unlike today, there wasn’t any service stations along the way; not much to see, but just a dirty rough terrain.
The reason for their journey was that at that time Caesar Augustus, the Roman Emperor ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire, and everyone had to travel to his own ancestral hometown to be accounted for, and as Joseph was of the house and lineage of David the King (you can see Genealogy of Jesus in Matthew Chapter 1) he had to travel to Bethlehem to register. By the time they arrived in Bethlehem they would have been very tired, if not exhausted from the journey, and unlike today, they couldn’t book a hotel or Travel Lodge to stay in, and having arrived in Bethlehem, they now had to find somewhere to stay, and most people had arrived in the city before them, and they had difficulty finding a place to stay, especially as Mary was heavily pregnant. 
They were a couple on their own with a baby on the way, but not just any baby, it was Jesus, who was to be the Saviour of the world.

Richard and I found ourselves in a similar situation when our first child was due. We walked the streets looking for accommodation to rent, but everywhere we went, landlords were prepared to offer accommodation to us as a couple but not with a baby on the way. Then one of our relatives offered us a room in their home, and this is where our first baby was born. At the time, it made us think of Mary & Joseph, because it was about the same time of the year. Eventually, after many months we did find a home.
After Jesus was born, Wise Men came from the East following star and came to Bethlehem to bear gifts for the new-born child. However, after they had paid homage they prepared to leave and return to where they came, and in a dream, they were warned not to report back to King Herod. So they worked out another route, left the territory without being seen, and returned to their own country.
After the scholars were gone, God’s angel showed up again in Joseph’s dream and commanded, “Get up. Take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt. Stay until further notice. Herod is on the hunt for this child, and wants to kill him. Joseph obeyed. He got up, took the child and his mother under cover of darkness. 
Being homeless is a tough situation to be in, especially at Christmas. Unless you have been there, you will never know what it’s like. Many homeless people are hurting, and for why they’re hurting there are so many contributing circumstances and situations.

Let’s not forget that Jesus was homeless, a nomad, and an itinerant from start to finish. What did He say during His ministry – ‘He had nowhere to lay His head’ (Luke 9:58). Let us thank God for our homes, family, friends, food to eat, shelter and warmth, because there are so many people less fortunate than ourselves, especially this year with onset of the coronavirus which has made so many people poorer, devastated and homeless.
The way from Nazareth to Bethlehem was almost total wasteland. Today things are so, so much different, a Christian organisation called Embrace in the Middle East are working to support vulnerable people in many settlements along the way, like in Nazareth there is a Christian School & Nursery, in Nablus a Christian Hospital, in Jerusalem, Christian society’s provide a range of care and support for vulnerable and destitute people, and in Bethlehem, the YMCA are working to provide support for those who face injustices and poverty. 

The world that Jesus was born into is a long way from the world we know today. Chatteris is a long way from Bethlehem, but its location is relevant in today’s society. Jesus made a difference and still does. We may not be in the City, Town or Village where we were born, but we can make a difference just where we are this Christmas.
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Thank You to all of you who are making a difference to those in need at this Christmas time. 
Thank You to those who are or will be making meals and cakes for the community. 
Thank You to those who are delivering the above.
How far is it to Bethlehem? That depends on how you see it, but it’s on your doorsteps!
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Christmas Decorations Crossword Answers

	Across
	
	Down

	
	
	

	3.   Bauble
	
	1. 1.  Angel

	
	
	

	6.   Tinsel
	
	2. 2.  Candy Cane

	
	
	

	8.   Star
	
	4. 4.  Stocking

	
	
	

	9.   Nativity
	
	5. 5.  Wreath

	
	
	

	11. Mistletoe
	
	7. Lights

	
	
	

	
	
	10.  Tree


Christmas Quiz Answers
1. K
5. A
    9.  L         13. M

2. N    
6. J         10. B        14. F

3. H
7. E
   11. C         15. G

4. D
8. I          12. O
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1. Who won last year’s Strictly Come Dancing Christmas special? 

2. What is the best-selling Christmas song of all time? 
3. In The Muppet Christmas Carol, who plays Ebenezer Scrooge? 

4. In which classic Christmas film does Tiny Tim appear? 

5. Name the Carol from this anagram ‘ADRIENA TYCOON VISCIDLY’? 

6. Who got killed off in Downton Abbey‘s 2012 Christmas special? 

7. From what Town did Mary & Joseph start their 89 mile trip to register for the Census?

8. Which takeaway chain do Japanese people often order from at Christmas?
9. Which Christmas-themed ballet premiered in St Petersburg, Russia in 1892? 

10.  Name the Carol from this anagram FLORETTE SHIN? 

11.  Which plant popular around Christmas has bright red leaves? 

12.  “Sleepless in Peckham” was the name of a Christmas special for which British sitcom? 
13.  Which classic was remade in 1994, starring Richard Attenborough? 

14.  Which of Santa’s reindeer does not feature in the poem “Twas the Night Before Christmas”? 

15.  Name the Carol from this anagram ‘KENT WEIGHERS’?  

16.  Who wrote “Do They Know it’s Christmas” with Bob Geldof? 

17.  In which modern-day country was St Nicholas born? 

18.  What is a female turkey called? 

19.  In EastEnders, what did Den Watts famously give his wife Angie for Christmas in 1986? 

20.  Name the Carol from this anagram ‘ENGLISH TINT’? 
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A sketch from the Retired Officers Newsletter:
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No Nativity this year because the 3 Wise men face a travel ban. 

The Shepherds have been furloughed.

The Inn Keeper has shut under Tier 3 regulations and had a slump in bookings.

Santa won’t be working as he would break the rule of 6 with Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner and Blitzen.

Pause for Thought
Song 118   ‘O little town of Bethlehem…’

	O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God, the King,
And Peace to men on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary;
And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

	How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His Heaven.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin
Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born to us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel.
                                                                     Phillips Brooks


Bible Reading – Luke 2:1-7
The Birth of Jesus

About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire. This was the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel to his own ancestral hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant.

While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because there was no room in the hostel.

Bethlehem was the start of Christmas


You can’t cancel Christmas, although it’s lockdown year.

You can’t cancel Christmas, it’s not what we want to hear.

You can’t cancel Christmas, its message is so clear.

You can’t cancel Christmas, it means that Christ is here.

You can’t cancel Christmas, it’s a gift from God above.

You can’t cancel Christmas, it’s the message of His love.

You can’t cancel Christmas, even if you disapprove.

You can’t cancel Christmas, it does our spirits move.

You can’t cancel Christmas, for God’s love remains the same.

You can’t cancel Christmas, it’s when the Christ-Child came.

You can’t cancel Christmas, it bears my Saviour’s name.

You can’t cancel Christmas, the message we proclaim.

For Christmas has a meaning that nothing can erase.

Christmas has a purpose.it shows the Father’s face.

Christmas has a message, it’s love for every race.

Christmas is eternal, nothing else can take its place.

                                                                   Major Sylvia Lane 2020 
                  

Benediction – Song 133 vs. 1

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God among us,

Everlasting Father, Prince who rules in peace.

To us a child is born, to us a son is given.

To those who walked in darkness the light has come.

               Chris Yuill
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Where Jesus was born





Christmas started in Bethlehem








