Welcome to Worship
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ADVENT

‘The Light of Christmas’
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‘The LIGHT of LOVE’
Circumstances as we are well of, means we are unable to light the Advent Candles, week-by-week leading up to Christmas Day, but nothing is stopping you each week lighting a candle at home (providing it is safe to do so), or better still, why not buy some battery (LED candles so that you will be a part of Advent.
We start Worship by lighting our first candle on this First Sunday in Advent – which reveals that Jesus is bringing into the World the Light of LOVE.

Song 528 (verses only)
                         ‘A light came out of darkness…’

	A light came out of darkness;
No light, no hope had we,
Till Jesus came from Heaven
Our light and hope to be.
Oh, as I read the story
From birth to dying cry,
A longing fills my bosom
To meet Him by and by.

How tender His compassion
How loving was His call,
How earnest His entreaty
To sinners, one and all.


	He wooed, and won them to Him
By love, and that is why
I long to be like Jesus,
And meet Him by and by.

Yet deeper do I ponder,
His cross and sorrow see,
And ever gaze and wonder
Why Jesus died for me.
And shall I fear to own Him?
Can I my Lord deny?
No! let me love Him, serve Him,
And meet Him by and by.
                                                       William A. Hawley


Prayer



               Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness

and to put on the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life,

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us

in great humility;

so that on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty

to judge the living and the dead,

we may rise to the life immortal,

through him who is alive and reigns with you

and the holy Spirit, now and ever. Amen

As we worship we think of those who find they are in a world of darkness because they feel no one really cares for them or loves them. This can happen for a number of reasons. We see on television and hear of those who are homeless and on the street. Each has their own story to tell, and may have lost their way in life, and for others their circumstances may have changed their lives. 
We hear of young people who may have fallen out with those at home and run away thinking the grass is greener on the other side, or going to big cities where the pavements are supposed to be filled with gold. However, when it didn’t work out the way they saw or pictures it, they become lonely and afraid to return back home, maybe because they might feel that they have failed and let their family down. They forget, that it many cases, parents have been at their wits-end wondering where they are - are they safe or fallen a victim to some criminal exploitation. Even though they’ve left home, in most cases they are still loved, and like the father of the prodigal son, they wait anxiously to see their return – they are still loved. There are so many different reasons behind every circumstance in life. They don’t have to be homeless or feel unloved.

The first candle that we light is to remind us that Jesus brought to us The Light of Love. The Hymn says, ‘Love came down at Christmas’ – God in the form of man – Jesus. God gave us the gift of His only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Let’s give Him thanks for His Love and may we share His love with others, especially at this time of Advent. Isaiah the Prophet reminds us, that:

‘The people walking in darkness
    have seen a great light…’
Song 261

             ‘Lord the light of your love…’

	Lord, the light of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine
Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow, river, flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word
Lord, and let there be light


	Lord, I come to your awesome presence
From the shadows into your radiance
By the blood I may enter your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me

As we gaze on your kingly brightness
So our faces display your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me
                                                        Graham Kendrick


Bible Verse – John 1:5
‘The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.’
The light of God’s love was seen through his life and ultimately His death upon the cross. As the song (Song 169 vs 2) says:

On the mount of crucifixion
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God's mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,
And Heaven's peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love.
                                                                                  Willian Rees
Prayer:                                            Father God, this is the day 
when the Church begins to think about Christmas.
The very word makes us feel excited.

You want us to be excites about Christmas, Father,

and you want us to enjoy it.

But you also want us to understand it.

In these Sundays of Advent teach us,

Father, what Christmas truly means … 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Benediction 


Light of LOVE





May we be a shining light to the nation,


A shining light to the peoples of the earth,


Till the whole world sees, 


the glory of your name,


May Your pure light shine through us





Chris Christensen








