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Never forget,
A[ways remember.



                                                                                                                                                                                                

‘We Remember and Give Thanks’
Today we are taking time to Reflect, 
in a time of Remembrance.
‘He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.’
Isaiah 53:7
‘Greater love has no one than this:

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.’
                                                                                      John 15:13
Sacrifice is at the heart of Remembrance. At the heart of the Christian message is the theme of God’s unparalleled sacrifice for humanity.

Remembrance
He’s ninety now,

But in his mind nineteen again;

Across his brow

A knot reveals distress and pain;

A bugler blows

Last Post is sounded clear and true;

Emotion flows…

The old man weeps for those he knew.

Song 816

                   ‘Lord for the years…’

	Lord, for the years 

your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, 

cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, 

pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, 

we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that word, 

the Word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts 

and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, 

rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the Word,

 receive Your people's praise.

Lord, for our land in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, 

wealth and care:

for young and old, 


	or commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, 

be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world 

when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, 

and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless,

 lost indeed without him:
Lord of the world, 

we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord for ourselves; 

in living power remake us -
self on the cross 

and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, 

for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, 

to live for Christ alone.
                                                   Timothy Dudley-Smith


Prayer



                    Peace

Lord, in as world peppered with conflict

Unrest and violence,

We pray that Your peace would break through.

Soften the hearts of those who perpetrate injustice,
Set free the prisoners of war

And build up those whose struggles is for peace.

Your Son Jesus Christ was thee Prince of Peace;

Give to us Lord Your Holy Spirit

That we would use our strength 

and energy In the battle for peace.

Give us courage Lord to wear the shoes of peace

That Your gospel would be proclaimed

As we tread the path set before us.

In Jesus’ mighty name we pray.
                                                                                                        Amen
Serving Military Personnel
Let us pray for all those of our armed forces serving at sea,
under the sea, in the air and on the land.
Whether serving at home or overseas,
be ever present with them and their families and friends.
Give· them courage in danger, energy in times of routine
and boredom, peace in their separation and
assurance of your presence and guidance at all times.
In Jesus Christ, our Lord.
                                                                                                        Amen
At this time we remember those who have fallen in times of war. We think of those who have suffered through injury and pain in conflict and we pray for them and their families. 

Remembrance ceremonies normally range from National ceremonies like Whitehall in London to various smaller acts of remembrance around the world, from war zones to towns and villages. Of course this year things will be done differently; but we can still Remember and Reflect. 
Most towns and villages will we have their own War Memorial to honour the fallen within the community, which acts as a reminder of the sacrifice of those who paid the supreme sacrifice for the freedom and security we can enjoy and have enjoyed.

As those who remain, we have a duty to learn from the past to enable us to shape the present and the future, and to look to alternative ways of resolving conflicts that we may continue to live in peace with each other.

	Let there be peace on earth

 And let it begin with me

 Let there be peace on earth
 The peace that was meant to be

 With God as our father

 Brothers all are we

 Let me walk with my brother

 In perfect harmony


	Let peace begin with me

 Let this be the moment now

 With every step I take

 Let this be my solemn vow

 To take each moment

 And live each moment

 In peace eternally

 Let there be peace on earth

 And let it begin with me
                                                                      Vince Gill


Song 47 verses 1-5
             ‘O God our help in ages past…’
	Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

Beneath the shadow of Thy throne
Still may we dwell secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,


	From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;
They fly, forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.
                                                                  Isaac Watts


Act of Remembrance

The Exhortation
‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning

We will remember them.’

Response
‘We will remember them’

2 minutes Silence

‘When you go home, tell them of us, and say,

For your tomorrow, we gave our today.’

Song 47 verse 6
             ‘O God our help in ages past…’

Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last,
And our eternal home.
Thought & Reflection

When we read the verse of Scripture from Isaiah 53: 7 and John 15:13 we see sacrifice is at the heart of remembrance? At the heart of the Christian message is the theme of God’s unparalleled sacrifice for humanity.

As Christians we believe in a God whose nature is one of sacrifice. As people created in his image, something of that sacrificial nature is imbedded within us. This is why we see such acts of heroism, bravery and sacrifice in society. However, sin has polluted creation, atrocities happen around the world on a daily basis.

Jesus left his followers with a task though. To be people who modelled his ministry, seeking first his Kingdom, and stamping out the darkness. He called us to be salt and light – stopping the rot and shining His light on a better way to live. 

We are called to lay down our lives for others. Sacrifice comes in many forms and does not necessarily lead to our death, but will always come at some cost.

If we are to follow the example of Jesus, we should be laying down daily for others, at home and in our communities.

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.
                                                                            Micah 6:8
How much are we prepared to pay as we lay down our lives to serve others? Given an opportunity to put the needs of others first – even people that you don’t know and will never meet, how do you respond?

What stops you from stepping out and taking risks or making a sacrifice for others?

What are the areas in our lives that we still hold on to and have not yet given to God?

What are the potential benefits for you as an individual, family and Church? Our treasure is in heaven – seek fist the Kingdom not our own interests.

Prayers:
· For those who have given their lives in war and conflicts.

· For those who are now suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder PDSD, Mental Health or Life changing disabilities, for instance loss of limbs.

· For those who have lost loved ones through this Coronavirus Pandemic and especially the NHS professionals and workers.

· For families, friends and neighbours who have died during this time. We give ‘Thanks to God’ for all their lives.
· For ourselves, that we will be the people that God wants us to be.
· Lastly, we give Thanks to God for His Love, Faithfulness and Protection over us each and every day.

Prayer


God of all grace, call to the nations of this world

to cease from their strife and war,

and to join in the common fight against want,

greed, ignorance, disease and sin.

Rekindle afresh O God, the quest within us

to building a Kingdom of righteousness,

peace, liberty and joy.

End, we pray, the dark night of lies and cruelty,

and bring in the dawn of mercy and truth.
                                                                             Amen
Song 529


‘Abide with me, fast falls the…’
	Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide;
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see -
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

I need Thy presence every passing hour;
What but Thy grace 
can foil the tempter’s power?

Who, like Thyself, 
my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, 
Lord, abide with me.


	I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness;
Where is death’s sting? 
Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom 
and point me to the skies;
Heav’n’s morning breaks,
and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
                                                               Henry Francis



Benediction
God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest;
to the people of every church and nation, peace and concord;
and to us and all the servants of God, life everlasting;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

                                                                                                      Amen
