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‘Friendship with Jesus’
You are my friends if you do what I command. 
 I no longer call you servants, 

because a servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead, I have called you friends, 

for everything that I learned from my Father 

I have made known to you.
                                                                                                John 15:14-15
Song 868                                    ‘I’ve found a friend in Jesus…’

	I’ve found a friend in Jesus, 
He’s everything to me,
He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul;
The Lily of the Valley, in Him alone I see
All I need to cleanse 
and make me fully whole.
In sorrow He’s my comfort, 
in trouble He’s my stay;
He tells me every care on Him to roll.

He’s the Lily of the Valley, 
the Bright and Morning Star,
He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.
He’s the Lily of the Valley, 
the Bright and Morning Star,
He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.
He’s the Lily of the Valley, 
the Bright and Morning Star,
He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.
	He all my grief has taken, 

and all my sorrows borne;
In temptation He’s my strong and mighty tower;
I’ve all for Him forsaken, and all my idols torn
From my heart and now
He keeps me by His power.
Though all the world forsake me, 
and Satan tempt me sore,
Through Jesus I shall safely reach the goal.

He’ll never, never leave me, 
nor yet forsake me here,
While I live by faith and do His blessed will;
A wall of fire about me, I’ve nothing now to fear,
From His manna He my hungry soul shall fill.
Then sweeping up to glory
to see His blessed face,
Where rivers of delight shall ever roll.
                                                                    Charles W. Fry


You are my friends if you do what I command. 
 I no longer call you servants, 

because a servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead, I have called you friends, 

for everything that I learned from my Father 

I have made known to you.
                                                                                                                                      John 15:14-15
There is a chorus written by Joseph Ludgate that says:
Friendship with Jesus!
Fellowship divine!
Oh, what blessed, sweet communion!
Jesus is a Friend of mine.

How great it is to have a friend, friendships are an important part of our lives. Some people still have a friend/s since their school days. Such friends often become like family to us. They are with us through good and bad times. These lifetime friends are people we can confide in, and they in us. What do we look for in friends are those qualities of loyalty, integrity, honesty, reliability and acceptance.

Did you know Jesus wants to be a friend to all? But friendship is a two way thing, it can be offered and accepted or refused.

Jesus offers us His friendship, but it’s our choice if we accept it. He offers us a friendship that is there until the end of time. He says in Matthew 28:20, ‘… surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

A good friendship takes commitment, and an investment of time. Being a friend of Jesus means we choose Him and accept His friendship and being committed to Him, through: 

· Prayer – talking and listening, 
· Bible Reading – learning more about him,
· Worship – personal and corporate,
· Lifestyle – loving others as He loves us.
Thank God for friendships and more so to being a friend of Jesus. What a faithful God we have.

Song 378


‘Lord, I come before your throne of grace…’

	Lord, I come before Your throne of grace;
I find rest in Your presence
And fullness of joy.
In worship and wonder
I behold Your face,
Singing, ‘What a faithful God have I.

What a faithful God have I,
What a faithful God.
What a faithful God have I,
Faithful in every way.


	Lord all sovereign, granting peace from heaven,
Let me comfort those who suffer
With the comfort You have given.
I will tell of Your great love for as long as I live,
Singing what a faithful God have I.
                                                      Robert & Dawn Critchley


Prayer
Lord, when I have failed friends 
I have failed you.

Give me the courage to be a true friend. 
In those times when friends are needed,

let me not be afraid of opinion, nor of failure. 
Let me not run from sorrow or grief,

but let me stand, with you,

beside my friends

in their hour of need.

Let my friendship be a pledge o
f my faith in you.
                                                                Frank Topping

Song 795

             ‘What a friend we have in Jesus…’
	What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged:
Take it to the Lord in prayer.


	Can we find a friend so faithful,
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge—
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.
                                                               Joseph M. Scriven


Poem – Helen Steiner Rice 

God knows no strangers, 

He loves us all, 

The poor, the rich,

The great, the small.

He is a friend

Who is always there

To share our troubles 

And lessen our care.

No one is a stranger 

In God's sight, 

For God is love

And in His light 

May we, too, try

In our small way 

To make new friends 

From day to day.

So pass no stranger

With an unseeing eye, 

For God may be sending 

A new friend by.

Abraham, friend of God
James 2:23

And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God,
and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.

Isaiah 41:8
“But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen,
you descendants of Abraham my friend,
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Believers are privileged to enjoy friendship with God. In the Scriptures we read three times that Abraham is called the friend of God, In Isaiah once by God Himself. God calls Israel His own because of His wonderful friendship with Abraham. He had chosen Israel, and they had the assurance that God would be with them. 

God considers us friends when we give ourselves to Him as He gives Himself to us. When we are God’s friends, we know He is always there when we need Him. 

· Do you consider God as your friend?
· Are you devoted to him as He is to you?

Friendship with God begins when we are reconciled to God through faith. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God’ (2 Corinthians 5:20). Friendship with God requires obedience to God. 
Abraham had been obedient to God on several occasions, the ultimate test being of his obedience to God in offering his son, Isaac as a burnt offering. Abraham had implicit trust in his Heavenly Father – he obeyed Him without question. If we want to cultivate a friendship with God, we must be growing in obedience.

If you want to have that friendship with God we begin by being reconciled to Him through faith in Christ and His shed blood, and making ourselves available to Him, and growing in obedience to His will.

Song 866
 

‘I’ve a friend, of friends the fairest…’
l'VE a friend, of friends the fairest, 

I have known and proved him long; His is beauty, purest, rarest, 

His is love most true and strong. Ever since his kindness drew me, And my newborn soul found breath, Jesus has been growing dearer, 

Till to lose him would be death. 

Take the world, but give me Jesus, He alone can satisfy; 

Take the world, but give me Jesus; Neath his cross I'll live and die. 

2 When my heart with joy is glowing, 'Tis of Jesus I would sing, 

When my cup is overflowing, 

To his feet my praises bring. 

And when care and sorrow meet me, Pain and grief and dark distress, 

Still I cry: 0 give me Jesus, 

He alone can help and bless! 

3 Would you gain this friend so tender? 

Would you find this faithful guide? Come then, make a full surrender, Yield to Jesus crucified. 

Take his easy yoke upon you, And his purpose daily learn, 

Just to do his will entirely, Pleasing him your chief concern. 

	l've a friend, of friends the fairest, 

I have known and proved him long; 

His is beauty, purest, rarest, 

His is love most true and strong. Ever since his kindness drew me, And my newborn soul found breath, Jesus has been growing dearer, 

Till to lose him would be death. 

Take the world, but give me Jesus, 

He alone can satisfy; 

Take the world, but give me Jesus; 

Neath his cross I'll live and die. 
	Would you gain this friend so tender?

Would you find this faithful guide? 

Come then, make a full surrender, 

Yield to Jesus crucified. 

Take his easy yoke upon you, 

And his purpose daily learn, 

Just to do his will entirely, 

Pleasing him your chief concern.

                                                                          Ruth Tracy


Request for Prayer:

· Please pray for the Family of Daphne Howe who was ‘Promoted to Glory’ on Monday 15th October from Swan House. Daphne was a lifelong Salvationist who had dedicated her life and service to God.
· Pray also for Ruth Turner and the Family. Ruth has lost her brother who died suddenly.
· Pray for the Town of Chatteris, for family and friends and the whole community, and not forgetting the Town Council, MP, Health Centre, Schools, Local Business, Emergency Services, and Churches.
· Pray for our Government, that the Lord will give them the foresight to act with prudence and charity for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve.
· Thank God for answered prayers, and Praise Him for His Love and Goodness.
Prayer:
Help me, 0 God, to be a good and a true friend:

to be always loyal and never to let my friends down:

Never to talk about them behind their backs in a way
which I would not do before their faces;

never to betray a confidence or talk about the things
about which I ought to be silent;

always to be ready to share everything I have;

to be as true to my friends as 
I would wish them to be to me.
This I ask for the sake of him 
who is the greatest and truest of all

friends, for Jesus' sake.
                                                                                  William Barclay (1907-1978)
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Our Father, which artin heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy willbe done,
inearth as itis in heaven
Give us tis day our dail bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. For thine s the kingdo,
the power, and the glory, For ever and ever.
Amen





Benediction – Song 648 (vs 1 + Chorus)

I would be true, for there are those who trust me;
I would be pure, for there are those who care;
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare.

Jesus will help me, he is my friend;

He’ll lead and I will follow till life’s very end.

                                                                                               Howard A. Walter

