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Song 364
                        ‘Give thanks with a grateful heart…’

	Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given 

Jesus Christ, His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given 
Jesus Christ, His Son

And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"


	And now let the weak say, "I am strong"
Let the poor say, "I am rich
Because of what the Lord has done for us"

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given 

Jesus Christ, His Son

Give thanks with a grateful heart
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He's given 
Jesus Christ, His Son
                                                                         Henry Smith


Psalm 66:1-3
‘Shout for joy to God, all the earth!
Sing the glory of his name;
make his praise glorious.
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power
that your enemies cringe before you.’
Song 66                                       ‘This is my Father’s house…’

	This is my Father’s world,
And to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings
The music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world,
I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
His hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father’s world,
The birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white,
Declare their Maker’s praise.


	This is my Father’s world:
He shines in all that’s fair;
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass,
He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father’s world:
Oh, let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world,
The battle is not done;
Jesus who died shall be satisfied,
And earth and Heav’n be one.
                                                             Maltbie D. Babcock


Prayer

O God, the creator of all things,

you have filled the world with beauty.

Open our eyes that we might see you in your creation.

We are thankful for the awesome resources

you have entrusted to us,

and we are ashamed that we sometimes misuse them.

For give us our foolishness, and teach us to be faithful stewards.

We are specially thankful for the blessings of this harvest.

We receive these gifts of grain and fruit and nature’s bounty

with grateful hearts and open hands.

Give wisdom, that we might neither squander nor hoard the perfect gifts

that come to us through your mercy and love.

Through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord.   Amen
                                                       My Father our Father (Colin Fairclough)
Opening Thought
We are now in Autumn. What a lovely summer of sunshine we have had. Now we see all the beauty of the Autumn colours, the different shades of browns, red’s and greens, the berries getting redder. The blackberries almost ripe for picking, and freezing. Autumn is the time that we celebrate the Harvest and usually a time when we come together as a Church fellowship to bring our offerings of fruit, vegetables, other various foods and sometimes flowers. Latterly, however, fresh foods haven’t been to the fore, and people are now encouraged to bring tinned foods and packets of dried foods so that they may be distributed through the local food bank to those in need within our communities. 
But we can still give thanks to God for His goodness, because, whether the products are fresh, tinned or dried, they are still part of God’s bounty to us. During this season, it is also good to give ‘Thanks’ to God for those who make it possible for us to have the food we eat - the farmers who work hard on the land, and the fishermen who go out in all weathers and risk their lives so that we enjoy the freshness of the harvest of the sea. 
Autumn then is a season of ‘Thanksgiving’.

Song 9
‘Come ye thankful people come…’

	Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in
Ere the winter storms begin.
God our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God's own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God's own field,
Fruit as praise to God we yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Are to joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear;
Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be!

	For the Lord our God shall come,
And shall take the harvest home;
From the field shall in that day
All offenses purge away,
Give his angels charge at last

In the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store
In the garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come,
Bring thy final harvest home;
Gather thou thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin;
There, for ever purified,
In thy presence to abide;
Come, with all Thine angels, come
Raise the glorious harvest home!
                                                                        Henry Alford



Let us take a moment to think of those in

The third ‘World’ who are not as fortunate as ourselves!
Prayer

O Bread of Life, we bring to you those whose bellies have

Never known what it is have a decent meal.

We lay before you children who cry themselves to sleep with hunger, 

and parents whod espair as they see their families slowly starve.

We know, Lord Jesus, that there is enough food in the world to feed everyone,

And we implore you to open the selfish hearts of those

who hoard food and prfiteer out of human misery.

Dear Christ, should they be allowed to feel just a breath

of Hell, so they might be moved to compassion?

My Saviour, help me to do my part personally to share with the hungry –

Not only the food which will satisfy their bodies,

But also to share you, the trus Bread of Life.

For you will satisfy them eternally.

In Your Name we pray.    Amen
                                                       My Father our Father (Colin Fairclough)
Bible Reading – Mark 4:1-20 
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The Parable of the Sower

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge. He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said:  
“Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times.”

Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables. He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,
and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’

Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable? The farmer sows the word. Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop - some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.”
Reflection & Thought
In these verses Jesus explains to the people about their faith and how they are easily side-tracked or tempted into actions that are not right. There are those whose intentions are sincere but they listen to what others say and back-down at the first sign of trouble. There are people who love the things of the world too much for their faith to develop. And there are those who do take their faith seriously and will grow spiritually following Jesus. 
Time to think again, which of these descriptions is true of our own faith? If we’re all honest there have been times in all of our lives when we have reflected each statement we have made; when we have backed-down, or gone along with another persons view, or when we have put other things before prayer and not given time to build our relationship with Jesus to grow spiritually. 

Let us make an effort this Harvest, to take time to sow the seeds of our faithfirmly and to pray that God will be with us to grow those seeds so that we will grow in His love and move on with Him from strength to strength.

Prayer

I sow a good seed, word or deed,

and from that seed one day will grow

a word, or act, to match my need,

to help me when my strength is low.

Our faithful God has faithful laws,

Through which His love and mercy pours.

                                                                         Amen

Song 68

‘To Thee, O Lord of earth and sky…’

	To thee, O Lord of earth and sky,
With grateful hearts we now draw nigh,
For all the fruits thy generous soil
Hath yielded in return for toil;
We want henceforth our lives to be
All fruitful in good work for thee.


We thank thee that thou takest heed
To all thy creatures' daily need;
That over us, on sea or land,
Has daily been thy bounteous hand;
We want henceforth our lives to be
Filled up with grateful work for thee.
	While heartfelt thanks to thee ascend,
With them new vows for war we blend,
Determined in thy strength to go
And live for thee 'gainst every foe;
Henceforth each day our lives shall be
Filled with both work and war for thee.


Make us more earnest souls to save
As hourly we approach the grave;
So that, if ere this time next year
We should before thy throne appear,
With joy we may thy glory see
Because till death we fought for thee.
                                                           Thomas C. Marshall


Please Pray for:

· Our Church and Community

· Friends and Family

· Those who are sick and physically unwell

· Those who are suffering mentally

Let us ‘Thank God’ for answers to prayer and for His goodness.

Our God is a faithful God and will never let us down if we trust in Him alone.
Benediction – Jude vs 24-25

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling 
and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy –

to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Announcements:
[image: image4.jpg]


HARVEST FESTIVAL 2020
Due to the fact that we cannot gather together this year to celebrate our Harvest , we would like to invite you to still participate in two ways:

1. If you would like to make and Offering, please place it in the envelope provided and give it to Gerald, Heather, Bob or Jan when you see them, or alternatively drop it in to Ann and the Charity Shop.

2. If you would like to give tinned or dried foods then follow the above.
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Although the gathering in Newport has been cancelled, you can still be a part of the experience by watching the Congress Meetings online. You can watch it live on:

https://www.youtube.com/user/salvationarmyvideo
On Saturday 24 October at 3pm and 
on Sunday 25 October at 9am,
Commissioners Lyndon and Bronwyn Buckingham (IHQ) will be supported by our Territorial Leaders, Commissioners Anthony and Gill Cotterill, and the inspiring theme for the Congress is ‘Light, Life and Love’ 
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“Give thanks to the Lord,


for He is good,


His love endures forever”





1 Chronicles 16:34
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