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Majors Richard & Pauline – 07871 923337
richardpaulinec@yahoo.co.uk
Dear
What a lovely time of the year Autumn is. Have you noticed the word they keep using on the television – Autumnal – meaning characteristic of, or occurring in autumn. Another word for the dictionary.
It’s a time when we see the beautiful colours of our Creator God. What an artist He is. The browns, red’s, greens and various shades of gold, and the showers of leaves falling from the trees.

As I child I used to love running through the leaves and kicking them up in the air. What a lovely sound. I also used to enjoy picking them up and throwing them up in the air, and sometimes we would pick them up, take them home and draw around the different shapes and sizes and create our own collage of painted leaves to represent an autumn fresco.

Being a Brownie we would go out in small groups to identify the various trees and leaves. Of course at this time of year we usually celebrate Harvest. Thank God for all the hard work of the farmers out on the land at all hours of the day and in all weathers, so that we could enjoy the new crops of vegetables, fruits and cereals. 

For those who eat meat - what about the farmers who look after the animals, cows, sheep, pigs and our feathered friends, chickens and turkeys, again in all weathers, to ensure that such livestock reaches the super-markets. I don’t know how many of you have been watching the new series of ‘All Creatures Great & Small’, which reflects the work of Vets in their care of animal husbandry. Sometimes we often forget, that behind everything there are those unsung heroes like vets who work quietly to ensure the animal’s well-fare.
So often we take all these things for granted. We do our weekly shop at the super-market, butchers, greengrocers and fishmongers to buy what has been produced, but do we ever stop for a moment and thank God for what we have at our finger-tips. Lord, we thank you today for all who put food on our table from wherever it comes from – we are so ‘Blessed’ in our country.
There are of course many countries in the world who don’t have anything like what we have, because of the changing climates that can have such a devasting effect on their harvest. And then there is the fishermen who gather the harvest of the sea, who go out in all weathers to bring the harvest home for us to enjoy. I often think of the families who at times must become anxious when the storm clouds gather, and they begin to pray for their loved ones safe return to the security of the harbour. Take a moment to say ‘Thank You’.

This year we are unable to have our ‘Harvest Service’ as we have known it past years. But it doesn’t stop us doing our part out of the abundance that we have. We would like to invite you to still participate in two ways:
1. If you would like to make an Offering, please place it in an envelope and give it to Gerald, Heather, Bob or Jan when you see them, or alternatively drop it in to Ann and the Charity Shop.

2. If you would like to give tinned or dried foods then follow the above.

In giving in this way, we can continue to support a number of families in the community who we work with all year round, and with the tinned food or dried foods that are left over we can give them to our local food bank. 

We are of course so very, very grateful, to all those who have supported the work and servcie of the Salvation Army through this COVID period, your support has helped so many people. ‘Thank You’.

Harvest has always been such a special time, with Harvest Suppers of Fish & Chips, Auctioning off of the food and flowers and the monies raised  going into the funds to help those in the community.

I came across this ancient story by an unknown author which I would like to share with you in closing.

The Grapes of Joy
The monk who opened the monastery gate was presented with an enormous bunch of grapes from a grateful countryman. The monk was reluctant to receive the gift, as he didn't think he deserved them. However, not wanting to offend the countryman, he took them and thanked him. 

When the man had gone, the monk decided to give them to the Abbot who had encouraged him. It gave him an inner glow to present them to the man who wisely gave oversight to the community. 

The Abbot was grateful, but thought of the sick brother in the monastery, and so with a warm feeling sent them to him. 

That brother was delighted to receive them, but wanted to thank the cook for his care, so he happily gave them to him. 

The cook knew that the holiest man in the monastery would appreciate this marvelous example of God's goodness, so cheerfully he offered them to him. 

The revered monk considered that the youngest novice would benefit from seeing God's hand in creation, so with pleasure sent the grapes to him. 

The novice remembered the kindness of the monk who had first opened the monastery gate and allowed him to join this community of people who knew how to value the wonders of life. So, with a joyful heart, he took the grapes to the monk at the gate. 

This time the monk appreciated that the grapes really were for him and accepted the gift with joy! 

_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Poem submitted by Freda Aspinall:

When God made the Earth and Sky
When God made the Earth and Sky,

The flowers and the trees,

He then made all animals,

All the birds and bees.

And when his work was finished,

Not one was quite the same,

He said, “I’ll walk this earth of mine,

And give each one a name.”

And so he travelled land and sea

And everywhere he went,

A little creature followed him,

Until his strength was spent.

When all were named upon the earth,

And in the sky and sea,

The little creatures said, “Dear Lord,

There’s not one left for me.”

The Father sniffed and softly said, 

“I’ve left you ‘til the end.

I’ve turned my own name back to front,

And called you Dog, my friend!”.
                                                                                                                                                                      Anonymous
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answers to the Let’s Dance Quiz:

	1. Swan Lake
	5.  Smooth (standard)
	9.    Hokey Cokey

	
	
	

	2. She broke her leg
	6.  Pirouette
	10.  Hoe Down or Barn Dance

	
	
	

	3. Five
	7.  Johann Strauss 11
	11.  The Bolshoi Ballet

	
	
	

	4. Tap Dancing
	8.  Bolero
	12.  Choregrapher
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    INTERMEDIATE

Harvest Quiz
What is Harvest all about?

1. What is the original name for Harvest?

2. Traditionally, the Harvest Supper is on which day?

3. When was the tradition of Harvest started, in the way we know it?

4. When does the Harvest season officially start?

5. Who introduced ‘Thanksgiving’ to America?

6. What percentage of fruit and vegetables is imported into the UK?

a.  27%      b.   57%     c.   77%

7. How much does the UK spend on strawberries in a year based on the 2018 statistics?

            a.    £6 million      b.   £60 million     c.   £600 million 

8. Which of these is not a variety of British Apple?

         Adam’s Permain,   Laxton’s Superb,   Vancouver,   Blenheim Orange,   Grenadier. 
9. What is the majority of the UK’s blackcurrant’s used for?

10. Which of these vegetables is not a part of the onion family?

         Onions,   Leeks,   Garlic,   Scallions,   Fennel,   Chives   Shallots.
General Quiz:

1. In a Tug-of-War side, what is the end man called?

2. Which TV Chef became famous for always cooking with a glass of wine in his hand? 

3. The River Danube flows into which sea?         

4. What is the name of the bear in Kipling’s ‘The Jungle Book’?



5. By what name is the study of weather known?



6. Who illustrated Kenneth Grahame’s ‘The Wind in the Willows’?             

7. What is the capital and largest city in Denmark?



8. In which city was John Lennon murdered?




9. Who was the first person to be the voice of the speaking clock?            

10. Which record company famously rejected The Beatles before signing The Rolling Stones?
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


As its Harvest Thanksgiving let us give thanks to those to those who over these last few months have given of their time and efforts to provide meals which they have brought to us. We think of:
Gerald & Heather

Bob & Jan

Dorothy

Phyliss

We Thank God also for Ann and all her Volunteers who have raised funds to support the work – and for everyone who have given so generously.
_______________________________________-______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Poem                                           ‘Thank God for Little Things’
Thank you, God, for little things 
that often come our way -
The things we take for granted

but don't mention when we pray​ -

The unexpected courtesy,

the thoughtful, kindly deed​ –

A hand reached out to help us 
in the time of sudden need -
Oh make us more aware, dear God, 
of little daily graces

That come to us with 'sweet surprise' 
from never-dreamed-of places.
                                                                        Helen Steiner Rice

Pause for Thought:
Psalm 148

Praise the Lord.

Praise the Lord from the heavens;
    praise him in the heights above.
Praise him, all his angels;
    praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
Praise him, sun and moon;
    praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, you highest heavens
    and you waters above the skies.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,
    for at his command they were created,
and he established them for ever and ever—
    he issued a decree that will never pass away.

Praise the Lord from the earth,
    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,
lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
    stormy winds that do his bidding,
you mountains and all hills,
    fruit trees and all cedars,
wild animals and all cattle,
    small creatures and flying birds,
kings of the earth and all nations,
    you princes and all rulers on earth,
young men and women,
    old men and children.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,
    for his name alone is exalted;
    his splendour is above the earth and the heavens.
And he has raised up for his people a horn,[b]
    the praise of all his faithful servants,
    of Israel, the people close to his heart.

Praise the Lord.
Can you remember the day you first started school? I can, my mum took me to the school, and when she left me there I just cried, and cried. As I entered the school assembly it was harvest and all I can remember was Song 70, ‘We plough the fields and scatter’. 
	We plough the fields and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered
by God's almighty hand;
he sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine
and soft refreshing rain.


All good gifts around us
are sent from heaven above,
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord
for all his love.

He only is the maker
of all things near and far;

	he paints the wayside flower,
he lights the evening star;

the wind and waves obey him,
by him the birds are fed;
much more to us his children,
he gives our daily bread.
All good gifts...

We thank you, then, O Father,
for all things bright and good,
the seed-time and the harvest,
our life, our health, our food:
accept the gifts we offer
for all your love imparts;
and that which you most welcome,
our humble, thankful hearts.
                                                                  Martin Claudius


So now when we sing it, after nearly 70 years my mind immediately takes me back in time to my first day at school (school wasn’t a happy time for me). But the words remind us of all ‘God’s good gifts’. As you read through these words, take a challenge, and sing them to yourself. Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.
Prayer 

We come before you today giving thanks for your provision and goodness to us at this harvest time. We are grateful for your love that not only provides for our needs but also made a way for us to know you through Jesus Christ. 

It is easy in difficult days to lose focus on what you have given us. We pray that today as we look to your creation, a wonderful gift, that we will learn to be thankful for our world. We thank you that you are a good father who has given us everything we need. 

Forgive us for doubting you, for worrying and for trying so hard to work everything out on our own. Help us to trust you more, help us in our unbelief. 

Help us to help others and to share and care as you taught us, in Jesus' name. 

Amen. 

Song 9                                    ‘Come ye thankful people, come…’
	Come, ye thankful people, come
Raise the song of harvest home
All is safely gathered in
Ere the winter storms begin
God our Maker doth provide
For our wants to be supplied
Come to God's own temple, come
Raise the song of harvest home

All the world is God's own field
Fruit as praise to God we yield
Wheat and tares together sown
Are to joy or sorrow grown
First the blade and then the ear
Then the full corn shall appear
Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be


	For the Lord our God shall come
And shall take the harvest home
From the field shall in that day
All offenses purge away
Giving angels charge at last
In the fire the tares to cast
But the fruitful ears to store
In the garner evermore

Even so, Lord, quickly come
Bring thy final harvest home
Gather thou thy people in
Free from sorrow, free from sin
There, forever purified
In thy presence to abide
Come, with all Thine angels, come
Raise the glorious harvest home
                                                                        Henry Alford


Harvest = Earth, we celebrate and give thanks for all the good things the earth provides.
Starve:-
In spite of enough food being on the planet, people are still starving. May we help to do our bit to feed one person?

Share:-

By sharing something of what we have.

Heart:-

For people to be willing to share that everyone in the world has what they need, there has to be a change of heart. Which begins with you and me. There is saying, ‘We need to live more simply, so that others may simply live.’

Song 14


‘For the beauty of the earth…’
	For the beauty of the earth,

For the beauty of the skies,

For the Love which from our birth

Over and around us lies:

Father unto Thee we raise

This our Sacrifice of Praise.

For the beauty of each hour

Of the day and of the night,

Hill and vale, and tree and flower,

Sun and moon and stars of light:

Father unto Thee we raise

This our Sacrifice of Praise.

For the joy of ear and eye,

For the heart and brain's delight,

For the mystic harmony


	Linking sense to sound and sight:

Father unto Thee we raise

This our Sacrifice of Praise.

For the joy of human love,

Brother, sister, parent, child,

Friends on earth, and friends above;

For all gentle thoughts and mild:

Father unto Thee we raise

This our Sacrifice of Praise.

For each perfect Gift of Thine

To our race so freely given,

Graces human and Divine,

Flowers of earth, and buds of Heaven:

Father unto Thee we raise

This our Sacrifice of Praise.
                                                              Folliott S. Pierpoint


Prayer of Thanks
Thank you, God, for the wonderful world you made. 
Thank you for all people of the world.

Thank you for all animals and living creatures. 
Thank you for all the plants and things we can eat.

Help us, Lord, to look after your world and everything in it.

Help us to share the things we have and to think about 
others who do not have as much as we do.

And bless us and our families with your love, 
today and always. Amen.

Benediction

God, the source of all around us, earth and seas, and stars above, 

Grant us grace that we may honour all you give in perfect love.
                                                                                                            Amen
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